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ARY-JANE, from the idea ſhe had 
formed when the mouldering ructure firſt 
Preiente 


Fa 


itſelf, expected to find the interior 
of it equally rude and gloomy, was much 


riſed when conducted to an apartment 
by Mabel, to find it nearly excelling in 
modern elegance and magnificence the 
5 1 one from w e had been ſo recently 

and ſudde | 
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2 M ART-IANE. 

ee This,“ ſaid Mabel, as they entered it, 
e being one of the beſt rooms in the Caſtle, 
and which, with your own eyes, you may fee 
my. maſter” has ſpared no expence to make 
handſome, comfortable, and convenient, is 
to be your's. The one adjoining, the door 
of which we have juſt paſſed, is to be mine, 
that I may be always near to wait upon 
and ſerve you in every thing,” 


Mabel then withdrew, obſerving the 
journey had given her an appetite, and 
that the would aſſiſt old Martha in toſſing 
up ſomething good for their ſuppers. 


Mary-Jane ſaw no more of Barville that 
evening; and having in every thing yielded 
obedience to Mabel, that lady, well pleaſed 
with her docility and ſubmiſſion, about ten 
o'clock retired to her allotted ap irtment; 
and Mary-Jane having ſecured her's, ven- 
tured to undrels, and court repoſe likewiſe, 


She had been in bed about two hours, 
OT, : when 


when ſhe was diſturbed by a ſtrange hum- 
ming noiſe, which ſeemed to ſound from 
under the bed. She liſtened; the noiſe was 
again repeated, and much louder than 
before; ſhe imagined ſome perſon was under 
the bed, and having every thing to dread 
from the dark defigns of Barville, ſhe 
| haſtily aroſe, dreſſed herſelf, (the light for- 
tunately ſhe had not extinguiſhed), and 
began to inveſtigate the chamber. 

Nothing, however, could ſhe diſcover 
to corroborate her fears; and being at laſt 
convinced that the noiſe had proceeded only 
from her own diſtreſſed imagination, ſhe, 
though without undreſſing, again reclined 
herſelf upon the bed. 


Not long had ſhe lain, when the fame 
noiſe, accompanied with the ſhaking and 
rattling of the hed- ſurniture, a ſeconꝗ tune 
induced her to riſe. | 


For ſome time every effort was fruitleſs 
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A. MARY-JANE. 


to diſcover what it was that had fo dread- 
fully alarmed her, when the noiſe was 
again repeated with the ſame effect as be- 
fore. Mary-Jane now concluded that ſome 
perſon was behind the bed, and, made deſ- 
perate by fear and anxiety, placed her xnee 
againſt the bedſtead, removed it from its 
ſituation, and ſoon found the cauſe of her 

perturbation and alarm. . 


2 large door, ſecured on the fide next to 


ber with two immenſe iron bolts, which the 
bed had before concealed, ſhaking violently 
as the riſing wind guſhed forcibly againſt it 
on the oppoſite ſide, convinced Mary-Jane 
had produced the humming noiſe, and agi— 
tated the bed- furniture; and prompted by 
curioſity to diſcover where the door led to, 
ſhe ſcized the light, and withdrew the bolts; 
which ſhe had hardly effected when the door 
burſt open with violence, and ſtruck the 
candle from her hand. | 


Mary-Jane however, relieved from her 
fears 


MARY- Ax BZ. FT 


fears that Barville had a private entrance 


into her room, and being certain that the 
door had opened ſo ſuddenly but from the 


force of the wind, which till blew ſtrong 


in her face, ſtood for ſome time endeavour- 


ing to penetrate with her eyes through the 
intenſe darkneſs beyond it, when a hollow 


groan, at no great diſtance from her, occa- 
fioned her to withdraw, and, trembling with 
apprehenſion, again to ſhut and ſecure the 
door. The moon, at that time, darting her 
rays into the apartment, enabled her, though 
with ſome labour and difficulty, to replace 
the bed in its former poſition; which hav- 
ing done, ſhe again threw herſelf upon it, 
and tried to compoſe her ſpirits. 


Mary-Jane, though ſhe again heard the 
former noiſe, was no longer diſturbed by it; 


but the deep and hollow groan ſtill dwelt 


on her mind, and ſhe determined in the 
morning to ſolicit Mabel to get her re- 
moved into another apartment. 
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6 MARY-JANE, 

As daylight appeared, however, Mary- 
Jane's courage returned with itz and -an 
idea ſuggeſted itſelf that ſhould not Barville 


liberate her as he had promiſed, the door, 


which had at firſt ſo alarmed her, might by 
{ome means or other be rendered conducive 
to her eſcape; and ſhe inwardly reſolved 
on the next night to examine the parts it 
led to. She would have preferred doing it 


in the day-time, but then ſhe was liable to 


be detected by Mabel; ſhould which hap- 
pen, the benefit ſhe anticipated would be 
irretrievably loſt. Having thus altered her 
intention of ſoliciting Mabel for a removal, 
ſhe conceived 1t more prudent to be en- 
tirely filent on the ſubject. 


Mabel, at an carly hour, joined her in 


the morning, and evinced, by her haggard 


appearance, that ſhe had paſſed nights infi- 
nitely more to her ſatisfaction than the laſt. 


« Well, Lady,” faid ſhe, looking ſtedfaftly 
ah 


MARY- - JANE» 7 


i at n Jane, J hope you have 1 0 
in ſoundly.“ | 
Hu « As well,” replied Mary- 456 « as a 
r, wretch in my deplorable ſituation: could 
e 11 Did you hear any particular noiſe in 
d the night,” enquired Mabel, * to diſturb 
it you?” | 15205 
it „Why ſhould you ſuſpe& I did?“ re- 
©) joined Mary-Jane. Have you is or 
- heard any thing to diſtreſs you?” TED 
e Good Lord! id Mabel, as:: the 
r retired without anſwering Mary-Jane's 
5 | queſtion, „ ſome people certainly have 


- no ears.“ 


Barville paid Mary-Jane a viſit in the 


. courſe of the day, but found her equally 
| diſinclined as before to liſten to his propo- 
. fals; and was reminded, ere he left her, 


that at the ſtipulated time ſhe expected to 
be conveyed to her friends, 


About eleven o'clock on the ſame evening, 
B 4. | when 


— — ina OS * 
* o 0 5 * „ 
IEEE SOR NS RES 
2 3 
2 


Leer * . FU GA — 
— 


4 — 
* 


8 MARY-IANE. 
when Mabel had withdrawn for the night, 


Mary-Jane removed the bed, opened the 
door, and prepared to put her deſign, of 


exploring the parts beyond it, into execu- 
non; and, leſt the wind ſhould again ex- 
tinguiſh the light, ſhe held one hand cauti- 
ouſly before the blaze, and began to recon- 
noitre the Place. 


She firſt entored a large oval room, but 
entirely unfurniſhed, which the dim light 
ſhe held ſcarcely ſufficed to render viſible; 


the walls in many places were decayed and 


humid with the noxious dew that trickled 
down them; ſeveral large chalms, through 
which the wind found an eaſy admiſſion, 
gave it ſo deſolate an appearance, that 
Mary-Jane ſhuddered with horror as her 
eyes glanced over it; it, however, con- 
vinced her that that part of the building 
was uninhabited, and inſpired her with new 
hopes of effecting her eſcape, ſhould Barville 
not fulfil his promiſe. 


At 


A 


MARY-JANE. ; 9 


At the oppoſite extremity a door half 
open preſented itſelf; Mary-Jane paſſed . 
through it, and found herſelf in a narrow 
paſſage, which ſhe in melancholy filence 
purſued, until ſhe arrived at the head of a 
ſtone ſtaircaſe, which ſhe began to deſcend; 
but ere ſhe had reached the bottom, plac- 


ing her foot upon ſomething which flid with 


the preſſure, ſhe had nearly fallen. The 


taper, in her endeavour to fave herſelf, 


dropped from her hand; and inſtantly a 
loud buſtle, as of perſons hurrying different 
ways, reſounded through deſerted rooms. 


Mary-Jane, trembling with ſurpriſe and 
terror, now inwardly reproached herſelf for 
her temerity.—Something whiſked by her;. 


ſhe uttered an involuntary ſcream, which | 
_ echoing diſmally from every part, conveyed 


a nameleſs horror to her heart. For ſome 
time ſhe remained transfixed and immove- 


able, agonized with. the moſt feartul appre- 


henſtons; when every thing again becoming 
lilent and undiſturbed, her. courage. once 
BG more: 
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10 MAAY-A xx. 

more returned: for though enveloped in 
midnight darkneſs, and encompaſſed with 
ſurrounding horrors, reflection partly ſub- 
dued the painful emotions that had at firſt 
ſeized her, and told her that a mind, con- 
ſcious of having committed no crime, and 
endeavouring to render abortive the fell 
contrivances of guilt, would enſure her that 
protection and ſupport from the all- wiſe 
and omnipotent Being, as would ſafely 
deliver her from impending dangers. 


Marys Jane, ere ſhe retraced her way back, 
was induced, by an inſtinctive impulſe, to 
ſtoop and endeavour to recover the candle- 
ſtick ſhe had dropped; which believing ſhe 
had obtained, at laſt, though not without 
great labour and difficulty, to her inex- 
preſſible joy, found herſelf at the entrance 
of ber apartment, and was about to cloſe 
the ſecret door, haying been too much terri- 
Hed, even could ſhe have relighted her taper, 
that night to wiſh to examine any further, 
hen again a deep and hollow groan, fimilar 


to. 


f 
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to 1 ſhe had heard on the preceding 
evening, reverberated from on empty: ark, 5 
achoining. e | 


{Fo 


| Mary-Tane, again overcome with terror 
and ſurpriſe, baſtily placed the candleſtick 
upon the toilet, and faſtened the door 
with the ponderovs bolts, replaced the bed 
as before, and fancying ſhe heard ſome 
perſon in her room, inflindively threw 
herſelf upon the bed, and hid herſelf under 


the counterpane. 


"A 

Not long had ſhe lain trembling with 
ſuſpenſe, ere her fears were confirmed. 
She diſtinctly heard footſteps cautiouſly 
approaching towards her; ſhe had jufſ 
ſtrength ſufficient to raiſe her head, and 
endcavour, if poſſible, through the extreme 
darkneſs, to diſcriminate the object, when 
a cold hand reſted on her face, and another ” 
groan, more loud and terrivle than etther: 
ſhe had before heard, ſtruck full upon her 
car. With a ſudden ſtart, accompanied by: 
1 a. fear- 


a fearful ſhiiek, the threw herſelf from the 
oppoſite ſide of the bed upon the ſloor, when 
a female voice exclaimed — « The Lord 


forgive me my ſins |—What will become of 
me?“ 


Mary-Jane, a little relieved, as the voice 
ſeemed familiar to her, tremulouſly ejacu- 


lated—* Say, who are you, and what is 


your buſineſs with me?“ 
« Mercy upon me! I am glad to find it 
is you; you have almoſt ſcared me out of 


my ſenſes,” ſaid a voice which Mary-Jane 


knew to be Mabel's. 
How gained you admittance into this 

room?“ faintly uttered Mary-Jane. 
„Why,“ anſwered Mabel, * having laſt 


night been ſorely terrified by the opening 


and ſhutting of doors, when I knew all the 
family to be at reſt, I thought I would 
aſk your permiſſion to let me be with you, 


ſhould I be diſturbed in like. manner again; 


and being but a ſhort time ſince greatly 


tightened with a repetition of the ſame. 


ſounds, 
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ſounds, I hurried out of bed, and finding 
you had not ſecured your door, which I 
thought was lucky enough, I crept ſoftly 


into the room, and believing you to be 


aſleep, I thought I would wake you, and 


inform you of my diſtreſs. .] felt about the 
bed for ſome time, but could not find you; 


at laſt I but juſt touched you, when you 
ſprung out of bed in ſuch a confounded 
hurry, that I even then took. you for the 


- ghoſt, and groaned for fear, as I have done 
for two nights paſt as I lay in bed, 


[ expected nothing leſs than to be mur- 
dered, and was about to ſay my prayers, 
when your ſweet voice, thank Heaven ! 
prevented me.” 


Mary-Jane then ſeated herſelf upon the 
bed, and tried to compoſe the violent per- 
turbation of her ſpirits, Mabel returned to 


her own apartment, ſtruck a light, and was 


ſoon with her again. 


Mary-Jane, on perceiving the door of 
| her 


| I4 MARY-JANE: 

19 ner chamber open, was convinced that what i 
1 Mabel had ſaid was true; and though the p 
118 blamed herſelf for her neglect, felt. much 0 
1 q 
| 


tha 


relieved that the groans wg had heard were. 
thus accounted for, and the noiſe which had 


excited them was now palpable that ſhe hac 
been the occaſion of. 


2 Why, Lady,” ck Mabel, on- 
perceiving the agitated ſtate of Mary-Jane, 
« you'ſeem to have been more ſcared than 

myſelf! But what have you done with your 
candle ?—mine, I am afraid, will not burn 
till morning.“ 

Mary-Jane pointed to the toilet, on. 
which Mabel placed the one ſhe held in 
her hand; then ſuddenly exclaimed—< The 
Lord forgive me, what have we here?“ and, 
uttering a fearful ſcream, ſhe hurried. back. 
again into her own chamber. 


Mary Jane, aſtoniſhed at ber conduct, 
fixed her eyes upon the toilet, and. with. 
indeſcribable 


MARY, JANE; |; 15. 


indeſeribabe horror beheld what he had 
brought with her in the dark from the ruin- 
ous part of the fabric, and which ſhe ima- 
gined, in the agitation of her mind, to have 
been the candleſtick, to be the jaw- bone 
and part of the {cull of a human being, the 


fleſh in many parts ſtill on it, though on 


and off:nſive. 


1 


Motionleſs with horrible ſurpriſe, ſhe con- 
tinued for ſome time to gaze on it; at laſt 


gathering a degree of frantic courage, ſhe 


was about to quit the room, when Barville 
entered. She involuntarily drew back as 
he approached her. 


« What, Miſs Radmill,” ſaid he, © has 


. occaſioned this ſudden commotion in the 


Caſtle? —Ycu. appear ill; what 


His eye reſted upon the ſpectacle on the 
toilet, — Rivetted to the ſpot, he ſtood 


aghaſt as he beheld it; articulation was ſuſ- 


pended ; his countenance changed to a deadly 
| pale; 


——_—_— 
——— 


16 | MARY-JANE, 
pale; his lips quivered ; every feature was 
convulſed with fear and dread; he trembled 


univerſally; and Mary-Jane, ruſhing paſt 


him, ſoon gained Mabel's apartment, and 


faſtened the door. 


Here, with Mabel, the fearfully paſſed the 
night; who believed, as Mary- Jane ven- 
tured not to undeceive her, what ſhe bad 


ſeen to have been raiſed by ſupernatural 
power. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 


The Ring. 


Mary-jan E, ſoon after ſhe had left Bar- 
ville, and hurried into Mabel's apartment, 
heard him precipitately deſcend the ſtairs, 
but afterwards return, and ſome perſon with 
him, and again enter the room, where he 
had before been ſo completely ſhocked and 


terrified ;z——his voice ſhe could diſtinguiſh ; 


but whom he was ſpeaking to ſhe knew not; 
nor, as they ſpoke in a low tone, could ſhe 
learn the ſubject of their diſcourſe. 


As ſoon as daylight appeared, Mabel for 
a ſhort time left her, and Mary-Jane began 
we to 


18 MARY-JANE, 


to ruminate more deeply upon the terrific 
Incidents of the night. She ſhuddered as 


her thoughts reverted to what, in her agita- 


tion, ſhe had removed from the uninhabited 
part of the edifice, The terror and alarm 
Barville betrayed on beholding it, almoſt 
proved to her he was a murderer, The 
idea was dreadful, but ſhe believed it juſt, 


The door, which had created ſo much 


terror and confuſion, ſhe endeavoured to 
perſuade herſelf all except herſelf were igno- 
rant of, through which ſhe ſtill determined, 
if no better way offered, to attempt an 
eſcape ; but then how could ſhe anſwer the 
interrogatories, which ſhe naturally con- 
ceived would be made, without betraying 


it? The more ſhe pondered, the more 
perplexed ſhe became; when, dropping on 


ber knees, ſhe invoked the aſſiſtance of 
Heaven ſafely to deliver her from the abode 
of ſin and death. 


Barville, to her great relief, did not viſit 
her 
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her the whole of that day. Mabel informed 


her that he was ſuddenly taken ill. 


te And no wonder,” ſaid ſhe; „ for I 
underſtand by Rowland, who looks plaguy 
pale and grim about ſomething or other 
himſelf, that he ſaw the ghoſt in the ſame 
horrid ſhape it appeared to us laſt night; 
which, for my par', I am by no means 
ſorry for, as moſt likely we ſhall ſhortly, 
in conſequence, be whirled back again to 


| London. 


. Mary-Jane was ſecretly gratified that 


thus far ſhe had eſcaped the ſuſpicion ſhe 
moſt dreaded. Mabel continued with her 
the whole of this day, as ſhe did likewiſe 
the day ſucceeding, except when the cravings 
of nature ohliged her to be abſeut to pre- 
pare their meals; and even then not with 
out great apprehenſion that ſhe ſhould again 
encounter ſome terrible ipectre. 


On the third morning of her confining 5 
herſelk 


1 i 
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herſelf in Mabel's room, the ſtipulated 
period of one week expired, and Mary- Jane 
became as anxious to ſee Barville as ſhe 
had before dreaded his preſence. 


However, two days more elapſed, and ſhe 
ſaw him not. Mabel informed her that he 
{till continued indiſpoſed, and confined to 


his chamber. 


« If he ſhould die,” thought Mary- 
Jane, with all his ſins upon his head!” 
Much as ſhe feared him, much as ſhe 
abhorred him, much as ſhe wiſhed to ruſh 


into the arms of Radmill and Henry, to 


be liberated by his diſſolution, ere by re- 
pentance he had ſought to expiate his 
crimes, chilled her with horror. : 


Late in the evening of the ſame day all 
apprehenſions of his. death were ſuddenly 
diſpelled, and fears of another nature took 
fall palſeſtion of her 3 for Barville himſelf 
ſtalked 


ted 


ine 
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ſtalked into her apartment, but not with 
his uſual politeneſs, or even deigning to 
make any apology for intruding upon her 
privacy at ſo late an hour; but inſtantly 
ſeating himſelf, commanded her to do the 
ſame. She trembled, but dared not to diſ- 


obey him. With a ſcrutinizing look he 


for ſome time eyed her in ſullen filence ; 
his ſoul ſcemed big with ſome horrible de- 
ſign ; relentleſs paſſion fat ſcowling on his 
gloomy brow; at laſt, in accents terrible, 
he uttered—“ . Well, haughty Madam, do 
you conſent to what before I vainly have 
ſolicited ?” 


The wretched Mary-Jane, aghaſt with 
grief and terror, in words ſcarcely audible, 
made an{wer—** The ſolemn promiſe made 
to me——” „ 
“ Yourſelf have abſolved me from. The 
bribery with which you attempted to corrupt 
my ſervant, has long ſince made that void; 


and know that, rendered deſperate by your 


childiſh 


ws: | MARY-JANE. 


11diſh ob linsey, if you perſiſt in refoling 


rus proffered terms, force ſhall obtain what” 


you have hitherto denied; force ſhall gra- 
tify impetucus defires, made more fierce 
and violent by procraſtination.” 


Mary-Jane, ſhuddering as the dreadful 
words iſſued from his lips, ſtarted from her 
ſeat; virtuous indignation inſpired her with 
courage, and ſhe with energy replied— 
* Inhuman monſter, dead to every ſenſe of 
honour, feeling, or humanity, ere it be too 
late, turn thee from the deſtructive paths 


of fin and guilt; and know that 'Mary»- 


Jane, whom thou ſeekeſt to reduce to a 


level with thyſelf, protected from above, 


ſhall triumph over the oy machinagons 
of an aſſaſſin!“ 


Ah, an aſſaſſin! ſayſt then ſo! Then 
thus I'll put thy boaſted courage to the teſt!“ 


Then ruſhing toward her, he rudely 


ſeized her in his arms, and proceeded to 
indecent freedoms, 


Mary-Jane, 
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Mary-Jane, finding herſelf thus violently 
aſſaulted, vainly endeavoured to ſpurn the 
polluted dzmon from her; the ſhrieked, 
entreated, defied, til nearly exhauſted with 
the ſtruggle, pale and breathleſs, her ſenſes 


faſt receding, he was about to accompliſh 


his brutal purpoſe, when a miniature, which 


hung ſuſpended from her neck, met his 


fight. - A terrific horror ſeized him; his 
eyes glared with wild affright, as if he had 
gazed upon the moſt ghaſtly phantom 1ma- 


dination ever formed he calt her fuddenly 


from him, and ſtood transfixed in ſpeechleſs 
agony and ſurpriſe; while Mary- Jane, once 


more releaſed, her ſpirits quickly returned, 
ITE a Hes ve 
and on.her knees ſhe petitioned for mercy. 


« Anfwer me truly,“ he at laſt pro- 
nounced, every feature convulſed with ex- 


ceſs of dread and aſtoniſhment; * anſwer 


me truly, as thou wilt account for it here- 
after — whoſe reſemblance do I now be- 


hold?“ 


1 


Mary-Jane, 
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Mary-Jane, obſerving his eyes intently 
fixed upon the miniature, tremuluuſly eja- 
culated—** Alas, my father's! and this,” 
ſhewing him the oppoſite fide, my fainted. 


- mother's,” 


Had perdition's yawning gulf, and all 


its attendant horrors, opened at his feet, 


he could not have ſeemed more appalled; 
he gnaſhed his teeth in agony ; every feature 
was contracted; his boſom heaved with 
violent emotions; his lips quivering and 
livid, and writhing with unutterable an- 
guiſh, he ſtaggered from- the apartment. 
Mary-Jane, freed from her betrayer at a 
moment fo unexpected, with ideas wild 
and incoherent, looked fearfully around. A 
confuſed noiſe from below arouſed her. to 
a ſenſe of the danger ſhe had ſo provi- 
dentially eſcaped; her heart beat quick | 
with apprehenſion, leſt Barville ſhould re- 
turn, With frantic celerity ſhe darted, and 
ſecured the door. OO 
- _ | « Oh 
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« Oh Radmill! Oh Henry!” the ex- 


claimed, as all again was huſhed in ſilence, 


% how would your ſympathizing hearts be 
torn did you but know the agonies that rend 
the afflicted boſom of your ſuffering Mary- 
Jane!” 

Loſt in a chaos of diſtracting thoughts, 
for ſome time ſhe continued pacing the 
apartment, when the poſſibility of eſcaping 
through the ruinous parts of the edifice again 
preſented itielf, and partly ſubdued the 
raging tumult of her mind. Not a moment 
was to be loſt; but then, once without the 
building, whither could ſhe turn for refuge ? 
No matter ſhe could but die; and death 
to one ſo ſuperlatively wretched, would be 
a kind releaſe from torture. In an inſtant 
ſhe entered the adjoining room, removed 
the bed, withdrew the heavy bolt, and hav- 
ing ſecured the light, ſoon reached the ſtone 
ſtaircaſe ſhe had in part before deſcended ; 


a2 door which terminated it, with the 


ſlighteſt difficulty opened, and Miry-Jane 
found herleif in what once had been a 
. 0 ſpacious 
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ſpacious hall, The wind blowing ſtrong 
in her face, through the apertures of the 
decayed walls, evinced to her ſhe was near 
the extremity of the fabric ;—ſhe endea- 
voured to diſcover an opening large enough 
to admit her through, when the ſame 
ſtrange noiſe ſhe had been ſaluted with 
ſome evenings before, reſounded through- 
out the diſmal ſtructure. Motionleſs with 
terror, ſhe cait her cycs feartull'y around, 
when, to her great relief, ſhe obierved two 
monſtrous owls, alarmed at her uns elcome 


intruſion, and beating their wings with wild 


affright in their attempts to eſcape, occa- 
ſioned the noiſe that had again ſo much 


appalled her. 


Unſucceſsſul, however, proved her every 
effort to eſci pe; ſeveral tremendous chalms 
the light ſhe held rendered viſible, but then 
they were {uch an immen e height from the 
ground, it was impoſlible for her to reach 
them: when diſcovering another paſs, ſhe 


haſtily 
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haſtily turned into it, fraught with the ex- 
pectation of accompliſhing her deſign. 


Several lofty rooms, ſimilar to thoſe ſhe 
had already explored, dilrobed of every orna- 
ment that had formerly decorated them, 
crumbling under the- hoary hand of Time, 
damp, gloomy, cheerleſs, and abandoned, 
conveying unſpeakable horrors to the mind, 
in melancholy ſucceſſion (he paſſed through, 
when finding all her efforts terminate in 


diſappointment, in agonies unutterable, ſhe 
reclined herſelf upon a fragment of the ruin, 


which intercepted her patiage into another 


apartment. The dim light caſt a fearful 


gleam upon ſurrounding objects; big drops 
of miſery now forced a paſſage from her 


| eyes; her heart palpitared with a violence 


as though it would burſt the priſon that 
confined it; her anguiſhed ſpirit, which be- 
fore the idea of eſcaping had kept alive, 
died within her—all was black horror, milery 
and deſpair! 
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a rude heap of rubbiſh, to advance toward 
it. On arriving at the ſpot, ſhe diſcovered . 
that what had attracted her notice, was a il © 


to pick it up, the duſt and dirt under her 


3 what in ſuch a ſituation might 1 
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putrefaction; part of the ſcull and under- 


that what ſhe had ſeized in her perturba- 
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Irreſolute and undetermined where next to 
guide her weary ſteps, and almoſt finking 
beneath the weight of accumulating terrors, 
her eye glanced on ſomething but a ſhort 
diſtance from her, which glittering with un- 
uſual brightneſs, as the partial rays of the 

taper gleamed on it, induced her, amidſt 


diamond ring; and immediately ſtooping | 


feet gave way, and ſhe gradually flid from 
a harder ſubſtance, which lay concealed be- 
neath it, when ſhe beheld, Almighty Pro- 7 
have appalled the ſtouteſt heart—the body 
of a man in the moſt frightful ſtate of 


jaw had been ſevered from. him, and proved 


tion in the dark, had once belonged to the 1 

mutilated object in view; the eye- balls, 

which as yet decay had not annihilated, 
{wel (cd | 
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ſwelled to a prodigious ſize, and burſting 
from their ſockets, with a ghaſtly ſtare 
ſeemed fixed on her. Suffering Nature 
could endure no more; a piercing ſhriek 
iſſued from her lips; a deathlike dew over- 
ſpread her. pallid brow ; her faculties were 
ſuſpended ; her joints benumbed and ſtiff; 
the light dropped from her hand; ſhe 
gaſped, ſtaggered, and fell inſenſible amidſt 


the general deſolation. 


How long ſhe had continued proſtrate, 


trembling with predictive dread, 


ſlowly ſhe aroſe, and in the dark wandered 
whitherſoever chance might direct her. Soon 


after the ſound of heavy footſteps approach- 


ing met her ear; the next moment a dim light 


he $ glimmering in one hand, the other clenching 
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a dagger, Barville, with ſeatures diſtorted, 
his eyes glaring diſmally around, appeared 
before her. On ſeeing her, he ſtarted, 
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as if uncertain whether he beheld the object 
he ſought. Murder ſcowled on his brow, 
and evinced his helliſh purpoſe, A frantic 
horror ſeizing Mary-Jane, ſhe would have 
fled ; but the dæmon, catching her by the 
ſhoulder, prevented her, and with uplifted 


arm was about to plunge the impending 


weapon in her boſom, when a ſtrange, con- 


fuſed noiſe near to him retarded his pur- 


poſe, and a loud voice juſt behind him 
pronounced—* Hold, thou damned miſ- 


creant |—Hell-hound, forego thy raſh in- 


tent, and from me receive a puniſhment 


guilt like thine deſerves !” 


Trembling, he releaſed her from his graſp; 
and Mary-Jane again darted through the 
dreary, intricate apartments. The moon, 
caſting a feeble ray, diſcovered to her an 
aperture in the wall;—ſhe flew towards it; 
it led to the exterior of the building—how 
high from the level of the earth ſhe knew 


not. Deſpair had taken full poſſeſſion of her; 


ſhe ſprung through it; and ſtunned with the 
fall, lay inſenſible at the baſe of the ſtructure. 
| CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


A Friend in Need. 
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WuurN the crimſon current of exiſtence, 
renewed in vital warmth, reſumed its wonted 
motion, and reſtored life and reaſon to the 
haraſſed frame of the ſuffering Mary-Jane, 
ſhe found herſelf in bed; a flrange woman, 
with motherly attention, was watching anxi- 
ouſly by The fide of it. Mary-Jane endea- 
voured to riſe, but found herſelf too weak, 
together with a violent pain 1n her head, 
and her limbs ſadly bruiſed and ſore, to 


accomp liſh her intent. 


The woman, perceiving her endeavour, 


c 4 


tenderly 
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tenderly enquired how ſhe was, and begged 


that ſhe would keep herſelf as FOO and 
quiet as poſhble, 


Where am I?” exclaimed Mary-Jane; 
ce and who are you that ſeem to poſleſs ſo 
much pity and commiſeration for a wretch 
ſo woe fraughit and deſtitute as myſelf ?” 

“% Sweet lady,” ſhe replied, * be of 
good heart; here you are ſaſe from danger; 
but try and compole yourſelf at preſent 
you are too ill to hiten to what I have to 
relate to you. Another time, when your 
health is more eſtabliſhed, you fhall know 
how I have learned fome few particulars that 
ſo recently afflicted you; in the interim reſt 
ſatisfied with the aſſurance I have made to 
you, that you are ſafe from danger, and 
whatever can be adminiſtered to your re- 
lief and conſolation, you may here com— 
mand.“ 


There was an indeſcribable ſomething 
in the manner of the perſon who thus 


addreſſed 
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addreſſed her, that baniſhed ſuſpicion, and 
evinced to Mary-Jane that ſhe was no 


longer ſubject to the controul of Barville; 


an inexpreſſifle ſenſation of gratitude and 
delight thrilled in her boſom, which, though 
no found iſſued from her lips, her counte- 


nance ſufficiently indicated, and the good 


matron appeared equally gratified that her 
words had produced lo agreeahle an effect. 


The cauſe of this ſudden alteration in 
Mary- Jane's ſituation may not be unplea- 
ſant to our readers, ere we proceed to deli- 
neate what further befel her, here to have 
clucidated, 


Dunſtan, who it may be remembered 
had been appointed to the care and manage- 
ment of Barville Caſtle in the abſence of the 
family, on the day preceding Mary- Jane's 
clcape, being dilpatched by Rowland to a 


village about eight miles diſtant, to pur— 


chaic ſome articles, for which they had oc- 
caſion, the ſombre veil of night had ſome 
| 8 hours 
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hours obſcured the radiant. orb of day, when 
fortunately he returned juſt at the moment 
Mary- Jane ſprung through an aperture 
in the dilapidated wall, and fell inanimate 
at its rugged baſe, 


He, as ſhe fell, obtained a glimpſe of 
her; and imagining her to be the ghoſt 
with which report had haunted the edifice, 
ſtood with hair ered, and eyes fearfully 
fixed upon the object which lay motionleſs 
but a ſhort diſtance from him, irreſolute 
whether to advance, or ſeek the entrance of 
the Caſtle by another road, when ſome 1n- 
cautious words that had dropped from 
Mabel reſpecting her mafter's deſigns upon 
| the lady he had brought with him, recurred 
to his memory; and the idea that what he 
beheld might be the ſtrange lady attempting 
to free herſelf from the wicked contrivances 
of Barville, preſented itlelf, and inſpired 
him with the courage to examine if his ſur- 
mil. were juſt, 


With 


„n 
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Wich cautious and trembling ſteps he 
advanced towards her; a ſtream of hght, 
that was emitted from a chink in the ſtruc- 
ture, ſhone full upon her face, and he im- 
mediately remembered her to be the ſame 
perſon he had once before ſeen, which was 
on her firſt arrival, as ſhe alighted from the 
carriage, and was conducted into the Caſtle 
by Mabel. Humanity triumphed over 
every other ſenſation; he raiſed her from 
the eurth, but found her motionleſs and in- 
ſcaſible. He at firſt concluded her to be 
dead, when a deep figh convinced him of 
the contrary; his ſympathizing heart pal- 
pitated with the hope of reſcuing her from 
the mercileſs graſp of her inhuman betrayer: 
therefore, taking her in his arms, he in- 
ſtinctively conveyed her, ſenſcleſs as ſhe was, 
for better than two miles, to the reſidence 
of a Mrs, Melworth, well knowing the 
benevolence of that lady would render her 
every beneticial attention in her power to 


' beſtow, 
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Dunſtan had ſome days ſuſpected that all 
was not right in the Caſtle, for though 
poor, he was honeſt; and believing, from 
what he had heard Mabel utter, his maſter 


to be no better than he ſhould be, had 
often wiſhed himſelf out of his ſervice. 


Of Barville he knew but little, having 
been employed by him but a few months, 
and thoſe few he had been ſecluded with 
Martha in the Caſtle ; where he might, to 
this time, have continued comfortable and 
undiſturbed, had Barville, as he intended 
when he laſt left it, not returned to it 
again. Mabel was by no means a favourite 
with him— there was a certain boldneſs 
about her which he thought unbecoming a 
woman in her ſituation; and of Rowland 
he abiolutely was afraid, and had actually 
hinted his determination to Martha of re— 
ſigning his employ ment, and ſeekin;; a liveli- 
hood any where, rather than continue uith 
people whom, though he hardly knew for 
why, he diſliked fo much. | 

„Well,“ 
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all « Well,” thought Dunſtan, as he pro- 
2 ceeded with his lovely burthen towards Mrs, 
mM Melworth's, “ the worſt than can happen 
ler to me, ſhould I by honeſt Rowland be 
ad detected in the performance of this chari- 


table office, is but to loſe my place; and to 
loſe that which troubles me to keep, is not 


18 a puniſhment, but a kind reward, and ſuch 
18, as | can well deſire.“ 
th | 

to On his arrival at Mrs. Melworth's, and 
ad knocking loudly at the door, he was ſoon 
ed admitted into the hoſpitable manſion, where 
it the ſurpriſe his ſtrange appearance, with a 
te lady apparently dead in his arms, occaſioned, 
JG was, on his relating all he knew and ima-, 
a gined relative to Mary-Jane, quickly ſuc- 
d cecded by anxious withes and endeavours 
ly to recover her from the alarming ſtate in 
e- which ſhe ſlill continued. Their united 
i- efforts at laſt produced the deſired effect, 
h when Wirs. Metworth had her conveyed to 
r bed, where, toon after, with extreme pleaſure 


ihe 
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ſhe ſaw her open her eyes, when the few 
words before mentioned were uttered. 


For ſeveral days was Mary- Jane painfully 
confined to her bed; during which time 
Mrs. Melworth, with the moſt unremit— 
ting aſſiduity, was almoſt inceſſantly with 
her; to whom Mary-Jane related in what 
manner the had been forced from her friends 
by Barville, and the treatment (he had ſince 
experienced from him: but mentioned not 
any particulars relative to the mangled body 
ſhe had ſtumbled over in her attempts to 
eſcape, for her blood froze with horror as in 
| lence her ideas {ometimes reverted to the 
_ circumſtance. 


Mrs. Melworth heard her with ſpeech- 
leſs aſtoniſhment. Barville's terror and 
ſurprite on beholding the miniature, (which 
Radmill, it being the only relic left of her 
deceaſed parent, had given to her), his. ſub- 
ſequent attempt upon her life, together 


with the voice which had appalled and 


ſaved 
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ſaved him from the execution of a deed fo 
dreadful, ſhe could by no means account 


for. 


& Great and merciful God!” ſhe ex- 
claimed, as Mary-Jane finiſhed, * who will 
not ſuffer thoſe who firmly rely upon thee 
for protection, and walk in thy ways, to be 
entangled in the ſnares of the wicked, but 
wilt cauſe the evil they meditate to recoil 
upon themſelves, endue us with fortitude, 
under thy divine will, patiently to ſubmit 
to the painful viciſſitudes and troubles of 
this life, which thou, in thy wiſdom, deemeſt 
it expedient we ſhould ſuffer, that in the 
end we may riſe ſuperior to fin, and taſte 
of happinels eternal!“ 


Several days more elapſed; Mary- Jane 
had nearly regained her ſtrength, and waited. 
anxiouſly for an anſwer to a letter which 
had been tranſmitted to the poſt-office for 


Radmill, and another for Henry, when, on 
6 N perceiving 


— 


oben ooo — = — 
— — — — — — ner — 
— — — * 2 — 5 * 
5 or * * 
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perceiving Mrs, Melworth more penſive 


than uſual, ſhe thus addreſſed her :— 


« My dear Mrs, Melworth, my good 


and amiable friend, has any ſudden cauſe 
thus tinged your cheeks with ſorrow? Or 
can thy grateful Mary-Jane be fo ſuperla- 
tively bleſſed as to afford thee conſolation? 
At leaſt, I do beſcech thee, unboſom thy 
griefs, and let me ſhare them with thee.— 
Miſery, if not {ubdued, may be much re- 
lie ved by participation.“ 

_« Alas!” ſhe replied, 
pineſs deſerted me when my poor Matilda 
expired. Reflecting on what you have ſo 
recently endured, recalled to my remem- 
brance the ſefferings of my lamented daugh- 
ter. You are not the only one, or I am 
much deceived, that has been vilcly treated 
by thedeteſted Burville, Lou ſeem amazed; 


if you can have the patience to liſten to me, 


J will acquaint you in a few words with her 
melancholy ſtory. 


« It is now nearly fourteen years fince 1 
fixed 


- all earthly hap- 
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fixed my abode in Wales. Having loſt one 
of the beſt of huſbands, and with him all 
reliſh for the more buly circles of ſociety, 
I retired, with my Matilda, my only child, 


then only three years of age, to this eſtate. 


Together in tranquil retirement we ſpent 
our time; no ſorrow, fave regret for him 
we had loſt; ever viſited our ſolitary manſion 
until Matilda numbered ſeventeen years. 
Tis now ſcarcely eight months fince, we, 
tempted by the ferenity of the weather, had 
purſued a plealant walk, until the black 
turrets of Batrville Caſtle opening to our 
view, informed us of ihe diitance we had 
almoſt inſenfiby wandered ;—even!ng was 
fall approaching, and rhe bright azure 
canopy above, which had induced us to Walk 
ſo far, on a ſudden became overcaſt and 
gloomy. Heavy clouds, gathering in the 
diltant horizon, indicated an approaching 
tempeſt ; big drops of rain were now faſt 
deſcending; and unknowing where to fly for 
immediate refuge, we inſtinctively haſtened 
toward the Caſtle, when a gentleman, per- 


ceiving 
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ceiving our diſtreſs, proceeded from it, 
and politcly invited us to walk into it. 
We readily complied with his obliging 
reque!t, and there continued until the vio- 
lence of the ſtorm abated, when he, as the 
turf was then become wet and marſhy from 
the torrent it had fo recently imbibed, in- 
ſiſted on conveying us in his carriage to our 
home. This offer we hkeaile gratefully 
accepted, and ſoon after we again reached 
our refidence. 

c From that period the perſon who had 
ſo timely ſheltered us from the rude in- 
clemency of the elements, who it is almoſt 
needleſs to inform you was Barville, 
was our daily viſiter; and, ignorant of 
the depravity of his heart, we on a ſudden 
became ſo ſocial with him, that in return 
we would frequently viſit at Barville Caſtle. 

« My Matilda at this period was be- 
trothed to an amiable youth, of the name 
of Nugent, with whom from infancy ſhe 
had been acquainted, and who would fre- 
quently from London, his native reſidence, | 


| ſpend 


pointment; 
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ſpend a few weeks with us in our retire- 
ment. 


« One evening Matilda, myſelf being 
indiſpoſed, purſued her evening's walk with- 
out me; when the hours waxing late, and 
her not returning, gave me great uneaſineſs 
leſt ſome misfortune had befallen her. I 
diſpatched a ſervant in queſt of her, but 
no Matilda could he find; in ſhort, the 
night paſſed tediouſly away, day once more 


returned, and ſtill my Matilda, the ſolace 


of my life, was abſent. 

« My diſtreſs is more eaſily conceived 
than deſcribed—all our efforts to diſcover 
her the whole of that day ended in diſap- 
when late the next evening, 
her hair diſhevelled, deſpair and wildneſs in 
her looks, ſhe entered this apartment, where 
I alone was fitting in all the melancholy 
deſpondency of grief, I farted as I beheld 
her, when, with a piercing ſhriek, ſhe drop- 


ped lifeleſs at my feet. 


* I ruſhed towards her, gently raiſed 
her up, and having rung the bell for 
aſſiſtance, 
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| \_ aſſiſtance, purſued the neceſſary means to 
1 | reſtore her. She ſoon ditcovered ſymptoms 
1 of returning life; and I tem lerly enquired 
| 10 | What uuhappily had befallen her, when the 
| | 0 | incoherence of her replies evinced to me 
k 1 | her faculties were 1mpaired, for fixing her 
W110 eyes in a vacant ſtare, ſhe exclaimed— See, 
he is there again I hide me from his fury !'— 
My ſweet girl,” I rejoined, be compoſed; 
do not thus afflict your parent! Whom 
ſhould we hide you from? —* That fiend 
10 | of the Caſtle!” ſue again exclaimed. © Hold! 
N ſhe continued; “ releaſe me, or Nugent 
dies There, 'tis done l- He's gone, loſt, 
jaded, extinct! No, ſee, he revives again! 
— n ſpare hin!—Sece how the crimſon 
gore trickles fiom him l Inhuman, bar- 
barous monſter, thus to disfigure what God 
had made fo perſect!— That laſt ſtroke has 
purchaſed thy damnation! — Oh villain! 
villain! villan!' Her ſenſes again forſook 
her, and ſhe relapſcd into inſenſibility. 
For two days did I watch by her after 
ſhe again recovered from her ſwoon, but 


ſhe 


1c 


expired in my arms!“ 
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ſhe knew me not ; her delirium increaſed; 
a fever ſeized her agitated frame, and ſhe 


Mrs. Melworth was for ſome time too 
much agitated to proceed. At length ſhe 
continued 


“That Barville, by ſome means or other, 


had been inſtrumental to her death, I doubted 


not, though the truth I never could diſ- 
cover, He left his Caſtle ere my poor 
Matilda breathed her laſt, and until the 


evening Dunſtan conveyed you to my 
dwelling, I was ignorant of his return; 


but, no doubt, Heaven in due time will 
bring all to light, and hurl] the thunder- 
bolt of vengearice on his head. 

«© What much aſtoniſhed me,“ continued 
Mrs. Melworth, „two months after my 
child was interred, JI received a letter from 
Nugent's father, requeſting me to write, 
and inform him if his fon was with me, 


as he had many wecks before left London, 


with 
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with an intention to journey as far as Wales, 


ſince which time he had neither ſeen nor 
heard from him. He has written ſeveral 


times ſince; and this day I have received 


another, ſaying he has not yet returned, 
and that his friends are inconſolable on 
account of it, fearful ſome dreadful accident 

muſt have befallen him.“ 


Mary-Jane uſed every art to ſtill the 
tumult in the mind of her benefactreſs, 


which the relation of the foregoing circum— 


ſtances had pair fully excited; which having 
once accompliſhed, ſhe was extremely cau- 


tions not to renew the topic. The terrible 


1deas that affailed her as Mrs, Melworth 
concluded her narrative, ſhe preſerved within 
her own boſom, as an acknowled;ment 
of them would have increaled that dilorder 
ſhe was fo anxious to overcome. 


Several veeks paſſed away, and Mary- 
Jane received no anſwer to the letter 
which had been delivered at the poſt-office 

for 


les, for Radmill, when ſhe determined, notwith- 

nor ſtanding Mrs. Melworth tried every effort 

ral to diſſuade her, to ſet off for London, not - 
ved © doubting but Radmill had ere that re- 

ed, turned to his reſidence in town. 
on | - 

ent | Mary-Jane had, when ſhe ſo unexpectedly 


left Brighton, nine guineas and a few 
ſhilings in her pocket, which as yet 


the ſhe had had no occaſion to diminiſh ; there- 
eſs, fore the refuſed to accept of an augment- 
um⸗ ation to her purſe, which Mrs. Melworth, 
ing on finding her peremptorily bent upon the 


au- Journey, ſtrongly urged, being fully con- 


vinced ſhe had more in her poſſeſſion than 
-th ſhe ſhould expend ere ſhe ſaw Radmill 
chin and Henry. 
ent | . 
op The morning of her departure at laſt 
arrived; and having bven aſliſted in procur- 
ing the nece ſſary conveyance by Mrs. Mel- 
ary⸗ worth, after bidding her an affectionate 
11 adieu, ſhe was, without encountering any 


diſagreeable incident on the road, after an 
| ablence 
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abſence of more than five months, ſafely 
ſet down at Charing-Crols. 


8 OOO, — > 1050 ey RAE — 


Here ſhe obtained a hackney-coach ; | 
and telling the coachman where to drive to, | 
in a ſhort time ſhe alighted at the door of 
her earlieſt benefactor. | 
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The Warrant. 3 | 
Maxv-Jjane, whoſe heart beat high | 


with the expectation of once more emhrac- 
ing thoſe on earth moſt dear to her, ordered 
the man to knock at the door, and, too im- 5 
patient to wait its being opened, ſhe deſcended * 
from the coach, and ſearching tor her purſe 
to pay the coachman his fare, to her ſur- # 
priſe diſcovered ſhe had loſt it. At Charing- 4 

- Wb i 


afely 


ach; 
'S to, | 
or of | 


purſe 


as 


1 
1 by: 
Cr 018 ** 
"3A 
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Croſs ſhe had paid from it the remainder of 
what was due for her paſſage frofn Wales, 
and rightly conjectured that in her hurry 


and agitation to procure, a hackney-coach, 


ſome perſon had picked her pocket. At 


any other time ſuch a diſaſter would ſeriouſly 


have vexed her; at this time ſhe heeded it 
but little, and deſired the man to wait until 
the door was opened, and her friends knew 
of her arrival, and he ſhould receive his 
money. 


Mary- Jane then aſcended the ſteps which 
led to the door, to which no perſon had 


attended; the whole edifice reſounded as 
E | ſhe the ſecond time more forcibly applied 
1hrace | 
rdered Þ 
o im- 4 | 
ended 
{ next houſe, and who by this ſudden and 


r ſur- 4 þ "opened knocking at Radmill's door, had 


for admittance, but to as little purpoſe ; 


nor did a third and fourth effort meet with 
better ſuccels. 


A rich old ſpinſter, who refided in the 


been arouſed from a comfortable nap ſhe 
VOL. 11. D Was 


was enjoying by the fire-ſide, thruſt her 


head out of her parlour window, and not 
in the mildeſt accents exclaimed—*< ' You 
had much better pick the lock, and rob 
the houſe that way, as by ſplitting the 
door you will' alarm the neighbourhood, 
who may not chuſe to be quiet ſpectators 
when ſuch depredations are committed ; for 


no doubt you are acquainted that the owner | 


of the houſe has, with his * been 
abſent almoſt ſix months.” 


« What does that good-humoured old 


tabby ſay?” vociferated the coachman. 


«© Rob the houſe !—Damn me but I have 
a great inclination to pull your's down about 


your ears for your inſolence.“ 


The old lady, rather alarmed at his words, 


haſtily withdrew, and cloſed the ſaſh. 


Mary-Jane, who had not the moſt diſtant 
idea of meeting with ſuch a diſappointment, 
now inwardly reproached herſelf for leav- 
ing Mrs, Melworth ere ſhe had received an 

anſwer 
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anſwer to her letters. What to do ſhe 


knew not; the coachman became urgent 


for his money, and ſhe had none to give 


him; her declaration of having loſt her 
| Purſe he now by no means credited, but 


believed it to have been uttered ſolely with 
an intent to cheat him of his fare, and he 
preſently evinced as much, by exclaiming— | 
Come, come, Madam, I am not fo eafily to 
be chouſed—tip me the two ſhillings and ſix- 


| pence, or [II charge the watch with you!“ 


1 
Almoſt ſinking to the earth with terror, 


ſhe replied “ What can I do? Indeed 1 
have told you the truth.—Oh God, once 


more deliver me from the perils and dangers 
that ſurround me!“ 


I ſhall preſently deliver you into the 


cuſtody of thoſe,” retorted the driver, 


« who will not prove the beſt companf os 8 
in the world to a perſon in your ſctuatich, 
if you don't inſtantly comply with my juſt. 


demand. If you have been robbed, as you 


lay you have, of your purſe only, depofit 
D 2 ſomething 


ſupply. My coach is No. 
you bring or ſend me my due, you can 
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ſomething with me until you get a freſh 
, and when 


have it again;—for © inſtance now, that 


bauble on you finger.“ 


It was the ring ſhe had found when ex- 


ploring the deſerted apartments in Barville 


Caſtle. In an inſtant ſhe took it from her 
finger, gave it to him, and he departed. 


Mary-Jane, now left by herſelf, without 
a fix pence in her pocket, and unknowing 
where to proceed for refuge, the ſcalding 


tears of anguiſh and diſappointment trickled 


from her eyes as ſhe ſlowly moved from the 
door; when ſuddenly recollecting a widow 
lady, by the name of Mrs. Sourby, who had 
ſometimes. viſited Radmill, and whoſe reſi- 
de ge was but a ſhort diſtance from his, ſhe 


determined to proceed thither, acquaint 
that lady with her diſtreſs, and implore 


her protection until her friends again re- 
turned to London. 


It 


— fed gms fred mand wok 


2 
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It was now about ſeven o' clock, in one of 

the dark, bleak evenings of December; the 

ſtreets were wet and ſlippery, and the 

atmoſphere ſo thick and miſty, that the lights 
in the lamps were icarcely viſible, 


Mary- Jane, however, after ſome labour 


and difficulty, reached Mrs. Sourby's door, 
and ſoon after deſired the footman, who 


opened it, to acquaint his miſtreſs that 
Miſs Radmill would be glad t to "Tpeak a few 


words with her. 


— 


The footman bowed, and haſtened with 


the meſſage to his miſtreſs, but ſoon re- 


turned, and addreſſed her as follows: — 


Mrs. Sourby, Madam, deſired me to 


inform you that ſhe never was acquainted 


but with one Miſs Radmill, and that lady 


having deſerted her friends, and for feited 


their protection, ſhe can no longer receive 
her as ſhe was wont to do; therefore, if 


| you are the perion her words allude to, 


D 3 | _ the 
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ſhe defires you will quit her houſe i imme- 
diately.“ 

« Gracious powers!“ exclaimed Mary- 
Jane, © deſerted my friends, and forfeited 
their proteQtion !—Shew me to Mrs. Sourby 
immediately! Vou heſitate I conjure you 


to comply with my requeſt, that I may have 
an opportunity to reſcue my character from 


obloquy, and prove myſelf ſtill worthy her 


eſteem!“ 
I dare not,” he peremptorily replied; 


& ] muſt execute the orders I have received, 
or the loſs of my place would be the conſe- 
quence.” —He' then puſhed her from the 


door, and cloſed it rudely after her. 


Poor Mary- Jane, thus ſhut out, as it 


were, from the protection of all the world, 
without a place where ſhe could reſt her 


aching head, or ſhelter her ſhivering limbs 
from the cold, continued for ſome time 
fixed and immoveable with deſpair, gazing 
upon the houſe ſhe had ſo unexpectedly 
been driven from; at laſt claſping her 

hands 


hands in agony, ſhe uttered “ Cruel, un- 
feeling woman! — Alas! where can I turn 
for refuge? 


Into my arms!” exclaimed a voice juſt 
behind her. 


The perſon from whom theſe words pro- 
ceeded, advanced, and ſeized her hand. She 
ſhrieked; the voice ſounded like Barville's. 


« Good God!” he again rejoined, © do 
I behold Miſs Radmull ?” 


She waited to hear no more, but inſtantly 
darted from him. He purſued her; but the 
darkneſs favoured her eicape. She had al- 
ready paſſed through ſeveral ſtreets and 
courts, ruſhing through every turning that 
preſented itleit, until her ſtrength being 
quite exhauſted, ſhe could proceed no fur- 
ther. Barville ſhe imagi:ed ſhe heard till 
behind her; again ſome perſon took her 
hand; ſhe gaſped with terror; her ſenſes 
| were faſt receding, when a female exclaimed 
D& wn Amaze- 
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. Amazement! Mis Radmill alone, and 


in the ſtreets on ſuch a night as this Dear 


me, how you tremble! What has befallen 
you? Can I be of any ſervice to you?“ 


Mary-Jane, a little recovered on finding 


Barville had not overtaken her, as her fears 
at firſt ſuggeſted, now turned to the perſon 


who had thus addreſſed her, and tremuloufly | 


ejaculated —** Oh! in mercy, whoever you 
are, that Providence, no doubt, has ſent to 


my relief, ſave me—ſave me from the 


evil I moſt dread!” 


* Save you! Aye, that I will. Come, 
let me conduct you to my dwelling—a 
dwelling, but for the kind aſſiſtance of the 


beſt of men, your honoured father, I had 
never been bleſſed with. But come—dear 
me, how cold you are !—You ſeem 1il|l—reft 


upon my arm for ſupport; there, come, be 
of good heart, and, God wilhag, all ſhall 


Joon be well again! Is 


| " Mary« Jane, though ſhe never remembered 


to 


— 
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to have ſeen, or heard before, the perſon who 
ſeemed thus diſpoſed to ſerve her, heſitated 
not to accept of her proffered kindneſs; and 
as her reſidence was juſt by, they ſoon entered 
it together, where the care and attention of 
her humane conductreſs quickly reſtored 
1 to a degree of eaſe and tranquillity. 


90 How ſhall I thank you,” uttered the 
weeping Mary-Jane, for the ſervice you 
have rendered me?“ 

« By taking another glaſs of this cordial. 
- — Come, I am ſure it will do you good; and 
then by telling me if in any other reſpe& 
] can be of the leaſt ſervice to you.” 
To whom,” replied Mary-Jane, am 
1 indebted for ſo much friendſhip and 
civility 2” 

« To one whom your bountiful father 
raiſed from indigence, ſheltered from oppreſ- 
ſion, and gave every comfort I now enjoy.” 


Her name, ſhe informed her, was Ship- 
ley, and related the manner in which ſhe 
D 5 „ 
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had become acquainted with Radmill ; for 
ſhe was the very perſon whom he had reſcued 


from the inhumanity of the Beadle, as de- 


ſcribed in the ſecond chapter of the firſt 
volume, and ſince that had provided her 
with the tenement ſhe at preſent occupied, 
allowed her a weekly ſtipend for her ſupport, 
until, by her induſtry and economy, ſhe 
had contrived to open a green ſhop, which 
enabled her a few years after to purchaſe 


the houſe ſhe lived in; and, but for the 


poſitive refuſal of her benefactor, to have 
repaid what his charitable heart had ſo 
ſeaſonably beſtowed, 


Mary- Jane, though this was the firſt time 
ſhe ever remembered to have ſeen Mrs. 
Shipley, had frequently heard Radmill and 
Henry mention the incidents ſhe had juſt 
related, and praiſe her for the honeſty and 

rectitude of her conduct and principles; 

therefore ſhe, now conſidered her in the 
light of an old acquaintance, on whoſe 
Tp ſhe might . and by whoſe 
— 6 4 aſſiſtance 
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aſſiſtance ſhe hoped ſoon again to be reſtored 


to them. 


Mary-Jane ſoon after related to Mrs. 
Shipley the flrange manner in which ſhe 
had been forced from Brighton, and what 
ſubſequently had befallen her, concealing 
only her horrid adventure amidſt the ruins 


of Barville Caſtie. Her eſcape from it, her 


arrival in London, and, as ſhe believed, her 


again ſo unexpectedly encountering Barville, 


ſhe minutely dwelt on. 


Mrs. Shipley liſtened with the profoundeſt 
attention, and as ſhe concluded, exclaimed 
—* Thank God, after all the perils and 
dangers you have eſcaped, you are now in 


a place of fafety! Providence, no doubt, 


guided your footſteps to my habitation, that 
I might protect you from further inſult, 
and to give me an opportunity of proving, 
to the beſt of men, I am not ungrateful 
for the favours I have received at his hand, 


by ſheltering, providing, and returning to 


D 6 him 
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him his dear, long-loſt, and lamented child. 
How wretched muſt he have been in your 
abſence !—But there, ſorrow, when ſur- 
mounted by virtuous efforts, carries its own 
reward; for, like ſunſhine after rain, we be- 
come more exhilarated, and pour forth our 
pious thanks to the Omnipotent Ruler, 
that he has ſafely conducted us through the 


threatening gloom, and once more bleſſed, 


animated, and enlivened his works.” 

% How, my good Mrs. Shipley,” ſaid 
Mary-Jane, © ſhall I be enabled to tranſ- 
mit a few lines to Mr. Radmill or Henry, to 
acquaint them of my preſent ſituation?” 

„ Oh, no doubt,” ſhe replied, * ere 
long they will return to London; therefore 


J ſee no occaſion for writing until to- 


morrow. If you will have the condeſcen- 
fion, you can reſide with me till you receive 
an anſwer; nothing, on my part, ſhall be 


wanting to make you cheerful and con- 


tented. I have a bed-room and parlour 
fortunately at this time not let; there you 
will 
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will be ſafe, retired, and, I truſt, not un- 


bappy.” 


 Mary-Jane rai accepted this kind 
offer, 


« Never,” ſhe exclaimed, „ will I for- 
get the objigation—never will I forget 
that I am indebted to you for more than 
life, as, but for your timely interference, ere 
this I might again have been dragged to the 


infamous reſidence of the wretch I have but 


ſo recently eſcaped from!—Almghty Father! 
in thee I truſted, and was ſafely delivered 
from the perils that ſurrounded me! 


Mrs. Shipley, on perceiving her quite 
tranquillized, and reconciled to her ſitua- 
tion, adviſed her to retire to reſt; which 
advice Mary-Jane was about to follow, 
when the ſtreet-door was forced open with 
ſome degree of violence, and ſeveral men 
ruſhed into the apartment in which they 
were ſitting. Mary-Jane (creamed, and 

flew 
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flew to Mrs, S pcy or protection, who 


was hardly leſs alarmed than herſelf. 


„Are you certain this is the houſe?” 
ſaid one of them. 


« Quite poſitive,” replied another; 
« and that young creature, who looks all 


innocence, I received it from.“ 


Mrs. Shipley now enquired their buſineſs, 


much wondering what could have induced 


them ſo abruptly to enter her habitation, 


« Buſineſs enough !” exclaimed the firſt 


perſon that had ſpoken; „ that young 
damſel,“ pointing at Mary-Jane, * muſt 


go with us.“ 
« With you!” repeated Mrs. Shipley, 


while Mary-Jane preſſed cloſe to her, almoſt 


dying with affright; © never! Keep off! 
At your peril preſume to offer any vio- 
lence here!” 


At our peril be it then! * loudly vocife- 
rated another, 


« You 


as 
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Fou had better deſiſt!” again ex- 
claimed Mrs. Shipley, © or you may repent 
your raſhneſs when it 1s too late.” 

« Are you ſure you are right?“ | 

e Jam ready to make oath of it,“ was 
_ anſwered to the perſon who interrogated, 

« Then,” he rejoined, © good woman, 
we, in the King's name, ſeize that young 
creature as our priſoner. —Refiſtance would 
be folly ; therefore perſuade her * to 
go with us.” 

« What has ſhe done?” tremulouſly en- 
quired Mrs. Shipley; * and what autho- 
rity have you thus _— to enter my dwel- 
ling?“ 

In the firſt pace, he replied, © for 
your ſatisfaction be it known, we are Police 
Officers; and in the ſecond, we have a war- 
rant to apprehend the perſon this man ſhall 
point out to us,” laying his hand upon the 
ſhoulder of the object next to him, * on 
ſuſpicion of having committed a robbery, 
i not d ander 

« Murder! Robbery!” ejaculated 
Mary-Jane 
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Mary-Jane, ſtarting involuntarily from Mrs, 
Shipley, and fixing her eyes upon the group 
before her, not doubting but they would 
diſcover their miſtake on obtaining a more 


diſtinct view of her perſon. The dreadful 


accuſat ion inſpired her with courage, as ſhe 
had at firſt conjectured the intruſion to 
have originated in lome new contrivance of 
Barville's. 

Even fo,” anſwered one of them. 
« This ring you will not deny, | preſume, 
having given to this man but a ſhort time 


ſince, when unable to pay the fare that was 


due to him for your conveyance from 
Charing-Croſs to- Street, in a hackney- 
coach.“ 


Mary-Jane, as he held the ring towards : 


her, trembled violently ; the horrid ſpectacle 
ſhe had beheld, as ſhe ſtooped to pick it 
up in Barville Caſtle, recurred to her 


memory. Her evident confuſion they miſ- 


conſtrued into certain {ſymptoms of guilt ; 
and notwithſtanding all that Mrs. Shipley 
could 
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could urge, either by threats or entreaties, 


more dead than alive, they forced the hap- 


leſs Mary-Jane from her dwelling. 


CHAP. V. 
A RNetroſpect. 


It is now neceſſary we ſhould take a re- 
troſpect, and learn how Radmill ſupported 
himſelf under his misfortunes, and what 
prevented his anſwering the letter Mary- 
Jane had written to him while with Mrs. 
Melworth. 8 


Plagiary, ere the arrival of the phyſician, 
with pleaſure, as he caſt, his eyes over the 
following 
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following note, which the ſervant delivered 


to him, ſaw his friend overcome the firft 
emotions that had ſeized him when informed 
of Henry's departure, 


© HONOURED SIR, 


e No doubt you will be extremely ſur- 
priſed when you learn by theſe lines that I 
am on the road' to London, and at a time 
when the agonizing ſuſpente you are 1n for 
the loſs of our poor Mary-Jane, required 
every poſſible endeavour of your ſon to 
adminiſter conſolation, and mitigate that 
anguiſh which too well I know will not 
_ ealily be overcome. Yet ſurely you will for- 
give me when | acquaint you that I have re- 
ceived intelligence of Mary-Jane, and fly to 
extricate her from the dangers that ſurround. 
her. If 1 may rely upon the information 
I have received, I ſhal: ſoon again reſtore 
her to you. To have haſtened and in- 


formed you of what I had heard, I will 


admit, 


red 8 
rſt 
ed 
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admit, ere I commenced my journey, would 
have been no mote than the duty I owe to 
ſo kind a parent; but another circumſtance, 
which you will know hereafter, though 
trifling in its natute, obliged me to depart 


in the abrupt manner I have done. My 


dear Sir, accuſe nie of any thing but in— 
gratitude, and undutiful conduct towards 
you, my beſt, my honoured, and eſteemed 


| friend. When we meet again, which in the 
cCourſe of a few days we certainly ſhall, I 


truſt it will be to baniſh your fears, and 
mylelf to experience the moſt exquiſite 
pleaſure Providence can gratify me with, 


that of ſeeing you reſigned and happy. 


© HENRY RAD MILL.“ 
— — — —— 


That Henry had heard ſomething of 
Mary-Jane, partly reconciled Radmill to 
this laſt ſeparation; and his protniſe of re- 
turning in a few days with her, had ſo 
viſible an effect upon his ſpirits, that when 
the phyſician entered the room, he was too 

much 
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much recovered to need his advice or aſſiſt- 

5 
ance; therefore he ſoon after retired, pro- 
bably not beſt pleaſed with the diſappoint - 
ment, 


Plagiary continued with him until a late 
hour in the evening, and the next morn- 
ing waited upon him again, whea Radmill 
apprized him ot having ſent a ſervant poſt- 
haſte to town, with a letter to Barville, as 
he was anxious to be tatisfie if that honeſt 
gentleman merited the opprobrious lan- 
guage in this inſtance, that had been uttered 
* Northcote. 


e gh be ſaw the impropriety 
of this procedure, for ore to mention it, 
leſt it ſhould irritate, and render bim more 
unhappy ; for if Barville really was guilty, 
and found himſelf thus ſuſpected, he would 
become doubly cautious to ſecure himſelf 
from being detected. 


Sir Wain 8 and Eliza ſoon after 
joined 
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joined them; and chough much grieved 
themſelves at the recent events, beſtowed 
every comfort in their power to chaſe the 
melancholy ſymptoms.of deſpondency from 
the breaſt of poor Radmull, 


They had ſcarcely left him when North- 
cote entered; and, what was very unuſual 
with this gentleman, he himſelf began a 
converſation, and afterwards had the pati- 
ence to liſten to Radmill's relation of 
Henry's ftrange, ſudden, and unexpected 
departure, and to peruſe the note he had 
received from him, when Radmill obſerved 


—*« Heiry, I am afraid, is too ſanguine in 


his expectations of recovering Mary- Jane.” 
UI hope not,” he replied.—“ Yet why 
do I hope ſo? It Mary-Jane has volun- 
tarily gone off with thai reptile Barville, it 
were better you never ſaw her again.“ 

© Impoſſible! Do not torture me with 
ſuch horrid ſurmiſcs II tell you Mary-Jane 


15 all purity, all innocence, every thing | would 


wiſh. 


. wiſh her to be; nor do I believe her at this 
moment to be leſs wretched tian myſelf.“ 

« Henry's conduct Inns equally ſtrange 
and undutiful. Z 

« Every thing with you is ſtrange, every 
thing undutiful; you put the worſt con- 
ſtruction upon every thing, and urge every 
thing you imagine will pain me to hear.“ 


Northcote immediately withdrew; but 
toward the cloſe of the next day viſited him 
again. The ſervant, whom Radmill had 
diſpatched with a letter to Barville, at that 


moment ret urned, and delivered his anſwer 
to his maſter. 


« Thank God!” he exclaimed, as his 


eye glanced over it, © our fears in one 


reſpe& are at an end.—There, take it,” 


ſaid Radmill, holding it towards Northcote 
* read, and be convinced.“ 


it, as he 
returned 


Northcote having peruſed 
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Tx returned it to Ra{lmill, exclaimed T have 


„ read it, but am by no means convinced.“ 
ge Have you any reaſon ſtill to imagine 
your ſuſpicions juſt ?” 


« A thouſand.” 


4 «© Name them,” 
ry © The atrocities he has formerly com- 
mitted.” | 

« Were he a thouſand times more 
t deeply immerged in fin than you conceive 
8 him to be, ſtill of what you * to 
] him he may be innocent.” | 
t And were he even better than I ſuſ- 
pect, he might be guilty.“ 


« Surely it is unjuſt to accuſe him be- 
fore we have good proof that he is deſerving 
1 

6 I have.” 

= How "a 

« J have ſaid.” 

« When?” 5 

« Not a minute ſince.“ 

Repeat it.” 

« His paſt enormities.“ 

> « You 


\ 
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« You may be miſtaken.” 7: 


« So may you.” 
« You may injure his character.“ 


«© ]Impoſlible.” Wo 


Not if he be innocent?” 

3 

«© How ſo?” 

« He has none a good man would ith 
to acknowledge, or that his worſt enemy 
can deſcribe blacker than it is.“ 

Ae wiſhes me to acquaint him with the 
name of the perſon who has preſumed to 

utter ſentiments againſt him ſo una and 
inſidious.“ 


« In io;” 

* Would you forgive me?“ 
« Certainly.” 
What ſhall I write?” 

«© What you pleaſe.” 


The ſervant now entered with a letter; 
the ſuperſcription was Henry's. Radmill 
with trepidation opened it, and read aloud 
as follows; — 


«© HONOURED 


1 
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00 HONOURED SIR, 
“The unpleaſant affair which ſo imme- 
diately attached to myſelf, and which obliged 


me to quit Brighton ſo ſuddenly, I am 


happy to inform you is at an end;—would 
I could ſay as much for the dangers which 


_ encompaſs Mary-Jane! I have indubitable 


proof that ſhe is with Barville. I am juſt 
returned from his houſe, where I learned 
that he had but a few hours ſince ſet off, 
with part of his family, into the country, 
but to what place could gain no informa- 
tion, I hope, however, ſoon to diſcover, when, 
I truſt, I ſhall tranſmit to you more pleaſing 


intelligence from our dutiful and affection- 
ate ſon, 


«© HENRY RAD MILL.“ 


e was afraid,” deſpondently uttered 
Northcote, my fears were but too juſt.” 


vol. 11. E «© What 
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« What can be done?” ſighed Radmill. 
« Miſerable, unhappy man that I am! 1 
will ſet off for London immediately.” 
To what purpoſe?” 
« Alas, I know not, except it be to die, 
and forget my ſorrows in the grave.” 
4 You cannot do worſe where you are.“ 
e What would you adviſe?” 
« Patience.“ 
« My poor ws} I ſhall never behold her 
again!” 
hogs ſhe be guilty, it were as well you 
never do.“ 
„ Guilt and Mary-Jane Ro, it is 
impoſſible!” 
« She is not the firſt that has been be- 
trayed and ruined by the artifices of a 
villain.” 


« And were ſhe fo, VB gladly ſhould 


this hand be extended to her relief! How 
gladly would] again preſs her to my heart, 


and, with the tender admonitions of a 


friend, recal her erring footſteps to thoſe 


paths of virtue, rectitude, and peace ſhe 


tes 
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ſo fatally had deviated from]! Not an accent 
of reproach ſhould eſcape my lips! Not a 
tear that ſtarted from her eye, but I would 
wipe away! I would bleſs the hand that 
reſtored her to me, and once more fit: me 
down grateful and refigned i” ; 


Northcote, the ſtern, the inflexible North- 
cote, was ſenſibly affected; a tear, ſpite of 
his endeavours to repreſs it, trembled in 
his eye as he ejaculated—" And wouldſt 
thou again ſhelter the poor orphan thy 
benevolent heart raiſed from indigence, and 
dignified with every virtue that would have 
enſured her everlaſting happineſs, had ſhe 
not liſtened to the deſtructive inſinuations 
of vice, which induced her, forgetſul of paſt 
obligations, to fly from thee as hadſt thou 
been her moſt deadly foe, reſign ail future 
pretenſion to thy favour and regard, and 
voluntarily embrace infamy and ruin?“ 

« ] would reclaim, I would make her 
ſenſible of her errors, and ſhe ſhould be 


my Mary-Jane again!“ 
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« Would the relentleſs, the unforgiving 


parents but profit by your inſtruction, when 


the poor, deluded victims of ſeduction, ſen- 
ſible of their indiſcretions, kneel penitent at 
their feet, and ſupplicate to be forgiven, 
what horrors might not be avoided, what 
pangs would they not themſelves eſcape! 


For when extended on that bed, from which 


they never again ſhall riſe, reflection muſt 


tell them that ſhould their Almighty 


Father be as rigid towards them as they 
have been to their own offspring, they 


never can eſcape perdition.“ 


« Suppoſe a daughter of thine, covered 
with ſhame, and penitent at thy feet, in- 
flexibie as thou art, couldſt thou forgive 
her? Wouldſt thou raiſe her up, wipe the 


tears of anguiſh from her pallid cheek, 


teach her to reform, and again make her 


happy in thy ſmiles?” 


Northcote became much agitated ; he 
once had a daughter; a numerous train of 
ſad ideas memory conjured up to torture 

y | him. 
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him. He was too much overcome to reply, 


but ruſhed precipitately and diſconſolately 


from the houſe. 


Sereral days elapſed, when Radmill re- 
ceived another letter from Henry; which, 
however, like the former epiſtles he had 


tranſmitted, mentioned his reſearches after 


Barville and Mary-Jane to have been 
without ſucceſs, and his determination not 
to return to him until he had diſcovered 


them, which he as * did not deſpair of 
effecting. 


Radmill's ſpirits could ill brook ſuch 
repeated diſappointments. Grief had al- 


ready made conſiderable encroachments on 


his conſtitution. Sir Watkin Beverly, Eliza, 


and Plapiary, who were almoſt inceſſantly 


with him, vainly endeavoured to inſpire 
him with hope, fortitude, and reſignation. 
Almoſt bioken-hearted, he appeared | faſt 
verging toward that bourn * where the 
wicked ceaſe from troubling, and the weary 

are at reſt.” 
”" 19 Northcote 
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Northcote was now often to be ſeen with 
him; he perſuaded him to relinquiſh his 
intention of returning to town until things 
wore a more favourable aſpect. 


Several days more paſſed cheerleſſly away. 
Reſpecting the fate of Mary- Jane they were 
ſtill in the moſt painful uncertainty, North= 
cote was upon the point of journeying to 
town to aſſiſt Henry in his endeavours to 
diſcover Barville, when the event in the 


next chapter unexpectedly procraſtinated his 


deſign, and adcled freſh tortures to the agonies 


he already was ſtruggling to overcome. 


1 MARY-JANE, 79 


CHAP, VI. 


The Penitent. 


-«« Quem pcenitet peccaſſe peenz eſt innocens. “ 


* 


Ox E evening, as Northcote was taking 
his courſe towards Radmill's, a poor woman, 
the meager object of diſtreſs and famine, 
approached him, and petitioned him to 
beſtow a trifle to relieve a wretch almoſt 
dying for the want of food. He ſtarted at 
the ſound of her voice; then fixing his 
eyes on the woe-worn object, he beheld, 
with ſpeechleſs ſurpriſc, the very perſon with 
whom his child was entruſted when they fo 
myſteriouſly diſappeared from Roo dale 
E 4 | Abbey. 
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Abbey. Near forty years had elapſed ſince 
he had laſt ſeen her, yet were her features 


not forgotten. The poor creature, at the 


ſame moment, ſeemed to recollect her old 
maſter. She recoiled with horror; the glow 
of guilt overſpread her pale cheeks ; ſhe 
ſcreamed, and endeavoured to fly from him. 


Northcote ſprung after her; terror overcame 


her, and ſhe dropped, gaſping for life, at his 
feet. 


Several people, who had beheld what 
paſſed between them, now came forward, 
and enquired what had ſo ſuddenly alarmed 
them both. Northcote was ſome time 
ere he could articulate a word, when, as 
they raiſed the miſerable woman on her 
feet, he exclaimed “ Beidam! murdereſs! 
what became of my child?” 

Oh God!” ſhe energetically pro- 
nounced, * how juſt art thou in all thy 
ways! My offence was too heinous to eſcape 
thy wrath! Much have I already ſuffered— 
pity and relieve the torments I endure! A 
ſhort 


s 


/ 
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ſhort time longer to have eſcaped this 
dreaded interview, and I had hid me from 
his vengeance in the grave!” 

«© Murdereſs!” again vociferated North- 
cote, my child! my child! 8 diſ- 
poſed you of my child?” 

« I am no murdereſs!” ſhe feebly re- 
plied, Conduct me to ſome place 
where, undiſturbed, I may recount to you 


what you moſt wiſh to know, and ſoon you 
ſhall be ſatisfied.” 


Northcote ſoon prevailed upon thoſe who 
had raiſed her from the ground, to bear her 
to Radmill's; when, having liberally re- 
warded them for their trouble, they left her 
with himſelf and Radmill, who for a moment 
forgot his recent calamity to liſten to what 
ſhe had to relate; when ſhe ſoon after be- 
gan as follows: — 


« You may remember, Sir, that on your 
having occaſion to engage a perſon for the 
expreſs purpoſe of nurſing your child, and 

E 5 having, 
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having, during Mrs. Northcote's illneſs, the 
ſole care of the infant, I was recommended 
to you by Mr. Elmley, your Honour's kinſ- 
man, and heir at law to moſt of your eſtates, 
ſhould you die without iſſue. He it was 
that ſeduced me from my duty; for on 
learning by yourſelf that you believed Mrs. 
Northcote would never recover, he wrought 
upon me, by offering me a reward of fifty 
pounds, and a promiſe of his future ſupport, 
on the death of my miſtreſs, ſecretly to con- 
vey my charge to his reſidence. 

„He at that time reſided in the neigh- 
bourhood of Rook-dalc, and ſpent the moſt 
of his time with your Honour, and fcigned 
himſelf as much grieved at the ſickneſs and 


approaching diſſolution of your good Lady, 


as thoſe moſt attached to her. — However, 


to be brief. — When the expected event 


occurred, I took advantage of the general 
diſtreſs and confuſion that prevailed within 
the houſe, and, I believe, unobſerved by any 
one, eached Mr, Elmley's dwelling with 


the 
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the child, and was by him moſt gladly re- 
_ ceived, 

« For three months was I cloſely con- 
cealed in an obſcure room in the houſe. A 
female ſervant, whom he had likewiſe bribed 
to ſecrecy, and who ſupplied us with every 
neceflary, was the only perſon, excluſive of 
ourlelves, that was ever to this day privy 
to the affair; and ſo blinded were you by 
the apparent {orrow of Mr. Elmley, together 
with his ſeeming endeavours to diſcover 
what had become of your daughter, that 
you never once ſuſpected the treacherous 
part he had ſo ſucceſsfully performed. 

At the expiration of three months we 
were conveyed to London. We left Rook- 
dale in the middle of the night; and hav- 
ing taken every requiſite precaution to 
avoid being detected, we fortunately, (at 
leaſt as I then thought), unmoleſted, reached 
our deſtination, | 

« A firſt floor in a ſmall REF in Swal- 
low Street had been hired for me. I 
continued there a few months, when I 
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took lodgings in another part of the town, 
fearful that a reſidence too long in one place 


ſhould create a ſuſpicion of who and what 
I was, that might in the end lead 'to a 


diſcovery of my perfidy. In this way 1 


ſecurely paſſed upwards of ſeventeen years ; 
during which time Mr. Elmley had regu- 
larly remitted to me twenty-five pounds 
quarterly, with which ſum I was enabled 
to live in a tolerable degree of eaſe and 
credit; and could I have expunged from 
my memory the crime I had committed, 
ſhould have been comfortable and con- 


tented, whereas I was hourly tortured with 


the idea of being detected, and receiving 
the puniſhment I deſerved. 
« It was Mr. Elmley's intention, when 


we removed from Rook-dale to London, 


to have the child left at the gate of the 
Foundling Hoſpital, but to this meaſure I 


ſtrenuouſly objected. 1 felt an affection for 
her that induced me not ſo readily to re- 


ſign her; and beſides, by keeping her in 
my own power I enſured the punctual 
5 payment 
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payment of my quarterly allowance; as, in 
default of which, he conjectured, no doubt, 
and rightly, I ſhould return with her to 
Rook- dale, when it was probable the joy 

you would experience at again beholding 
your daughter, might not only enſure my 
forgiveneſs, but a proviſion equal to what 
I had received as the wages of treachery and 
ſin, and a total abolition of his expec- 
ances. | 

« Mr. Elmley, finding that I perſiſted in 
oppoſing ſuch a procedure, was at laſt 
obliged to ſubmit. I adopted the child, 
paſſed for the widow of a Naval Officer, and 
changed my name from Smith to Stevens, J 
kept no company; for ten years was hardly 
ever to be ſeen in the ſtreets; my whole 
employment was concentrated in the edu- 
cation of my child, for as ſuch from the 
time I quitted Rook-dale I conſidered her. 
Such maſters to teach and inſtruct her, as 
my income would allow, I procured for 
her; and well did Margaret, the name I 
bad given her, profit under their tuition, 
She 
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She grew the perfect image of her mother; 
and had you ſeen her at a period when juſt 


MA RY- JANE. 


turned of ſeventeen, I much doubt whether 
it would not have led to a diſcovery of 
my baſenels. 


% 


« Time, however, ſubdued the foars of 
being detected, and I at laſt ventured to 


appear in public with her. She never knew 


but J was her mother, and conſequently 
looked upon me as her only friend. 


I at this time reſided in Oxford- Street. 
A military gentleman, who had apartments 


in the ſame houſe, ſtruck with the beauty 


and figure of Margaret, would frequently 
requeſt permiſſion to paſs a few hours with 
us. To this, as we were rather in want of 
ſociety, I by no means objected, I was 
pleaſed with his attention, and Margaret 
appeared never ſo happy as when he was 
with us; in ſhort, they ſoon became ſo 
much attached to each other, that a pro- 
poſal of making her his by marriage was 
the conſequence. This was ſecretly the 
wiſh of my own heart; for the dreadful 
ſtate 
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tate ſhe would be left in, ſhould death 
take me from her, was a ſource of per- 


petual uneaſineſs to me; therefore, finding 
her not averſe to enter the connubial ſtate 


with Mr. Barville pla 


«© With whom?” exclaimed Northcote 
and Radmill at the ſame inſtant. 

« With Barville,” ſhe replied; © the 
eldeſt ſon of Sir Benjamin Barville, of 


Somerſetſhire.“ 


Northcote paced the room in agony ; 


when Radmill, who ſat all aſtoniihment, at 


laſt deſired her to proceed. 


« Well,” ſhe continued, “ to tire your 
patience as little as poſſible, and in a few 
words to finiſh my melancholy narrative, 
they were married; and Mr. Barville ſoon 
after diſpatched a letter to his brother, 
deſiring him to acquaint his father of what 
he had done. A few days ſubſequent to 
this his brother arrived in London; he had 
received the letter, complied with its con- 

tents, 
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' tents, and informed him that his father 
was ſo much enraged with the ſtep he had 
taken, that he had determined never to 
ſpeak to him, or, if poſſible, think of him 
any more. This was ſad news for poor 
Barville; bis brother behaved very kind to 
him, and tried to diſſipate his chagrin; 
made him ſome valuable preſents, and wlien 
he left London, received a letter from Bar- 
ville to deliver to his father, and promiſed 
to uſe his utmoſt efforts to bring about a 
reconciliation; until which time he admo- 
niſhed him not to return to Somerſetſhire. 


« Soon after his departure, Mr. Barville 


received orders to join his regiment, and he 
and Margaret left me. I had written and 
informed Mr. Elmley of every een a. 


With Margaret's marriage he expreſſed 


himſelf well ſatisfied, and enjoined me to 
preſerve inviolably the ſecret of her birth, 
and my quarterly allowance, ſo long as I 
lived, ſhould be punctually attended to. 


Margaret, with her huſband, had left 


London about fix months, when I received 
a let- 
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4 letter from him, which informed me that 
his regiment was ordered to the Weſt- 
Indies, and that they expected to ſail in the 
courſe of a few days; therefore requeſted me, 
as Margaret and himſelf wiſhed much to 
ſee me ere they left England, to join them 
at Portſmouth as ſoon as poſſible, as it 
would not be in his power to get leave of 
abſence to return London, He likewiſe 
acquainted me that his father {till continued 


much incenſed againſt him; and, notwith- 


ſtanding he had frequently written to him, 
could never obtain an anſwer to one of his 
letters. 5 

At the time this arrived, the laſt epiſtle I 
ever received from either of them, I had 
been for many days confined to my bed by 


ſickneſs; and the doctor who attended me, 


judging that I was not in a ſituation to 
peruſe it, gave it me not until three weeks 
afterwards, when the fever under which I 
ſuffered was quite ſubdued, and he had pro- 
nounced me in a convaleſcent ſtate. Weak 
as I then was, I would have ſet off for 

Portſmouth 


Portſmouth the moment I had read it, had not 
the doctor, whom I informed ot my motive 
for the journey, taken a newſpaper from the 
table he had juſt before been examining, and 


convinced we that the ſhip, with the regt- 


ment in which I had told him Mr. Bar- 
ville was, had failed ten days before. 
« ] was much hurt and diſappointed at 
this information; but it was irremecliable, 
and J was obliged to ſubmit. At this 
period my quarterly allowance from Mr. 
Elniley had been due leveral weeks; I 
much wondered at the delay, as until that 
time he had ever tranimitted it to me by 
the poſt with the utmoſt punctuality: but, 
alas! too ſoon was | apprized of the occa- 
fon of it.— Mr. Elmley had been ſuddenly 
taken ill, and, without making any provi- 
ſion for me, died. This I learned likewiſe 


by the papers; and not long after, by tbe 
ſame channel, that the ſhip in which Mr. 


Barville and Margaret had embarked, had 
foundered at ſea, and all on board had 
periſhed !”? 


Northcote 


„ wo ot Sm a OA a. 


«a A 


MARY-JANE, 91 


Northcote groaned aloud; Radmill en- 
deavoured to comfort him; while the no- 


creature, who had given i uucle emo- 
tions, dropped on ler knees, and adjured 


him noc to curſe her. He fixed his eyes 
upon her emaciated form; ſhe trembled, and 
faintly ex claimed“ Oh forgive, forgive 
me ere I die! Providence has already 


hurled his firſt and mighty vengeance on 


my head! Margaret's death did I moſt 
truly lament! My fixed reſolve of reſtoring 
to you your child, ſhould Elmiey die, was 
thus awfully prevented. Beggary ſtared 


me in the face! The debts I had coniracted 


in my illneſs took from me every ſix-pence 
I had in the world; even my clothes I was 
obliged to part with to procure me ſub- 
fiſtence, when I art laſt ſucceeded in again 
obtaining a ſituation in a gentleman's family: 
but, alas! there I continued but a ſhort 
time ere I again had to ſeek another, 
Nothing ever went well with me. To re- 
turn to my pariſh, and crave aſſiſtance there, 
I imagined was ooh to have my guilt 

revealed. 


revealed. You I dreaded more than ever 
encounter. For theſe laſt five years 
no per.. iN employ me, and I have 


ſubſiſted merely upon what thoſe, ſtruck 
with my miſerable appearance, havehamanely 


beſtowed on me. Barefooted have I tra- 
velled oyer almoſt all parts of England. 
Oh then, may the inſults I have received, 
the hardſhip, toil, and diſtreſs I have en- 
_ dured, augmented and rendered doubly in- 
ſupportable by the terrible upbraidings of 
an accuſing conſcience, explate my crime, 
procure me your pardon, that I may drop 
Into the grave in peace !” 


Quite exhaufled with ſpeaking ſo long, 
ſhe fell almoſt liſclets at his feet. Rad- 
mill conceived her to be dying; he in- 
ſtantly rang the bell for ſome of his houſe- 
hold to haſten to her relief, when they con- 
veyed her into another room, ſoon again 3 
reſtored her to life and recollect ion, and 
waited for orders how further to proceed. 
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CHAP. VL. 


A Journey to Somerſetſhire. 


NokrTHCOTE, notwithſtanding the an- 
guiſh he endured while liſtening to the fore- 
gone narrative, and the reſentment he muſt 
naturally feel for the authors of his ſufferings, 
could not look upon the poor, miſerable, 


repentant object before him but with an 


eye of compaſſion. Elmley, the treacherous 
Elmley, whom he had eſteemed as his beſt, 
his worthieſt friend, but now too late con- 


vinced of the contrary, was beyond his 


reach; he had been ſummoned, at a moment 
unexpected, unrepentant of his crimes, to 
appear before that great, omnipotent, and 

| impartia: 
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impartial Judge, from whom no action of 
our lives can be concealed, there to receive 


that ſentence which muſt either eternally - 


ſeat him in the realms of bliſs, or conſign 


him to torments everlaſting. He ſhuddered 


as his thoughts reverted to his ſudden diſſo- 
lution; and, unable to reply, beheld the 
ſervants bear the emaciated woman from 
his preſence, a deplorable conviction of the 
miſeries we engender, if not proof againſt 
the temptations of the wicked, when they 
offer the golden bait to decoy us into the 
commiſſion of fin, and implant the agonizing 
venom of remorſe in our hearts, eventually 
to ſink us intoan untimely grave, unlamented 
and deſpiſed. 


* 


A mournful filence for ſome time pre- 
vailed; when at laſt Radmuilt thus addreſſed 
him 


* My good friend, do not thus deſpond; 
it is ſome ſatisfaction that the myſtery, 
which enveloped the fate of your daughter, 

| | is 
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is elucidated ;—ſhe is happy; then to the 
wiil of Providence let us ſtrive to be re- 


ſigned! Could we but find our Mary-Jane, 


ſhe ſhould ſupp!y the place of the daughter 


you have loſt; ſhe yet may live to bleſs us 
both; aud 1 am well convinced the pre- 
ſerves an affection for you equal to what ſhe 


has ever cheriſhed towards myſelf.” 


Northcote was ſoftened. That Radmill 


ſhould endeavour to forget his own ſuffer- 
ings, and ſpeak comfort to him, was an 


inſtance of friendſhi; but rarely to be met 


with. He advanced towards him; an in- 
dceſcribable ſenſation thrilled upon his heart, 


and moiſtened his eye with a tear, as he 
articulated—* It ſhail be fo! But then — 

« What then?— Come, come, the next 
intelligence we receive from Henry may 
GOP" our doubts, and _— Jane be our's 


again.“ 


A ſervant entered, and informed them of 
| the 
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the recovery of the poor wretch in the next 
room. 


Radmill defired him to remove her into 
the kitchen, beſtow every attention her 
diſtreſſed ſituation required, aſſure her that 
ſhe had nothing to apprehend from them, 
and that when ſhe became tranquillized, he 
would ſpeak with her again. 


The fervant withdrew, and Radmill 
again addrefled himſelf to Northcote. 


« You are acquainted with Sir Benja- 
min Barville ;—had he a ſon beſides the 
perſon who ſo juſtly merits our abhorrence 
and contempt ?” 


He had; and well do I remember the 


circumſtance of the veflel being loſt in 
which he failed for the Weſt Indies.” 

« Was his father, for marrying contrary 
to his wiſhes, ſo inflexibly determined never 
to behold him again?“ | 

« In that particular I cannot anſwer you; 


this 


xt 


ill 
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this I know, Sir Benjamin has, with the 


moſt poignant concern, lamented that his 


- eldeſt ſon ſhould have forgotten his parent; 


and when he quitted England, never, alas! 
to return, without even beh. him a laſt 
adieu, it nearly broke his heart.” 

% Strange and incomprehenſible this. 
He knew not of his marriage then? I begin 
to ſuſpect the narrative we have been liſten- 
ing to is in ſome meaſure devoid of truth.“ 

J have an opinion quite oppoſite.” 
How can you reconcile the contra- 
diction? It has been imputed my to Sir 
Benjamin that——” | 

« Suppoſe we leave Brighton to-morrow, 
and travel together to his reſidence in 


- Somerſetſhire? The papers have ſome time 


announced him much recovered from the 


diſorder, which moſt people imagined would 


end but with his life ; 3 | ſhall not be {ſatisfied 
until at 
« But s/he my. poor Mary-Jane! 
Should Henry return in our abſence——” 
vor; t | FITS. « He 
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« He can follow us immediately into 


| Somerſetſhire.“ 


Radmill was ſome time ere he conſented 


to this propoſal of NGrthcote's ; he, how- 
ever, at laſt prevailed upon him, and a 


letter was immediately ſent to the poſt- 


office for Henry, whoſe preſent addreſs in 


London they had ſome time ſince received. 


For the miſerable victim of guilt and 
ſhame, that bad incited them to this ſud- 
den removal, they hired an apartment, 
leaving one ſervant to take care of her until 


they had viſited Sir Benjamin, of which 


they were to receive proper notice, and then 


immediately ſet out for Radmull's reſidence 
oY CTR. | 


The following day, having taken leave of 


Sir Watkin Beverly and Plagiary, and ſettled 
other neceſſary matters, with ſpirits quite 
the reverſe of thoſe with which he had en- 
tered Brighton, Radgull began his Journey, 
; with 
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with Northcote, towards Sonerſotthing. 
where, in due time, they arrived, and found 


Sir Benjamin much better in health than 
from his recent illneſs might have been 


expected. 


Sir Benjamin was much gratified in be- 
holding an old friend, whom he had not 
ſeen for ſome years, and, with Radmill, gave 
him a moſt cordial reception, expreſſing a 
wiſh that they were come to ſpend a few 
weeks with him, as We was much in want of 
ſuch a friendly ſociety. 


| Northcote having declared his intention 


of continuing with him at leaſt for a few 


days, orders were given that Radmill's ſer- | 
vants might be properly attended to; when 
having ſeated themſelves, Northcote thus 
addreſſed himſelf to Sir . — 


« Have you ſeen your ſon lately, Sir 
Benjamin?” CY 

Alas! no,” he replied, * not ſince 

WY _ his 
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his marriage, now better than thirteen years 
ago, though I frequently hear accounts of 
him that give me more pain than plea- 
ſure in liſtening to. His wife and children, 


ſince his cruel deſertion of them, have chiefly 


reſided with me; they are the only comforts 
left me.“ 

« Excuſe me, Sir Benjamin,” ſaid Rad- 
mill, „for touching upon ſo melancholy 
a ſubject, but J have particular reaſons— 
was your eldeſt ſon, Lieutenant .Barville, 
who was loſt in his paſſage to the Weſt- 
Indies, married?“ 

<« I believe not; if he were, he 1 
that circumſtance from me, as he did every 
other occurrence for the laſt twelvemonth 
of his life. What induced him to treat me 


with ſo much indifference and neglect, I 


know not; never had he any juſt cauſe 
from me to adopt ſuch behaviour, nor, but 
in the preſent inſtance, gave he his father 
an opportunity of pronouncing him either 
ungrateful or diſobedient. I cannot even 
now reflect upon his ſtrange conduct but 
with 
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with the moſt painful regret, that his devia- 


tion from the path of rectitude, which 
until then he had ſo nobly trod, ſhould 
have induced him to have left his native 
country without one wiſh, one enquiry, or 
even granting his parent one laſt adieu at 


parting. Lady Barville, at this period, had 


been dead more than five years, ſo that I 


had no friend to conſole me in my e, ; 


which nearly hurried me to the grave.” 
«+ Your other ſon,” obſerved Northcote, 
« was with you at this time?“ 


« He was; ; but he rather contributed to 


increaſe than lefſen my ſufferings; he had 
been with his brother ſome months before 
in London, and the account he gave me of 


him was terrible. He informed me that 


his time was ſpent in a regular ſucceſſion 
of debauchery, and that he had declared to 
him that unleſs I would oftener remit him 
ſupplies of caſh, to enable him to per- 
fiſt in his improvident career, he never 
wiſhed to behold me again. I was horror- 


ſtruck, as you may imagine, at this intelli- 
2 F 3 gence, 
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| gence, and doubted if I had heard aright. 


Francis repeated the words again. I was 
at this time confined to my room with 
the gout, or I would on the inflant have 
ſet off for town; as it was, I could only 
write to him. I urgently adviſed him to 
get leave of abſence, and haſten to me; 


which, ſhould he find any difficulty in 


accompliſhing, to part with his commiſſion, 
as I had ſomething of great importance to 
communicate to him, which admitted not 
of a moment's delay, This letter I gave 
to Francis, to deliver at the poſt- office for 
him; but I never received an anſwer to it. 
Again I wrotez and after that a third and 
a fourth time, but all to the ſame effect. 
I heard that his regiment was drafted for 
the Weſt-Indies.—* Surely,' I exclaimed, 
© he will not leave England without bidding 
me adieu!'—But I was miſtaken; I neither 
ſaw nor heard of him any more until I 
learned the ſad cataſtrophe which conſigned 
him to a watery grave !” 


« Did 
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« Did his brother,” faid Northcote, 


« ever receive any letters from him?“ 

6 Never.“ 

«© Not one?“ 

„ No, not one.“ 

«* How were you aſſured of this?“ 

« By himſelf. But why are "we thus 
minute in your enquiries?” _ 

« Becauſe I ſuſpect your ſon Francis has 
deceived you.” 

© That he has deceived: me often I wil 


A 


grant; but in this particular what purpoſe. 


could it anſwer?“ 
“That is beſt known to himſelf, Hows- 
ever, attend to what I am about to relate 
to you, the truth of which I will vouch for, 
and my friend Radmill likewiſe can teſtify 
the fact; and then decide for yourſelf.” 


Northcote then repeated. to him what he 
had ſo recently learned, retpecting his 
daughter, at Brighton; the myſterious 
manner in which he had loſt her, he had re- 
counted to him many years before. Her 
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marriage with his ſon, and his brother 
viſiting him in London, tallied exactly with 
the time he acknowledged to have ſeen 
him. Sir Benjamin became extremely 
agitated, and as Northcote concluded, ex- 
claimed“ Surely, ſurely Francis never can 


have been ſo vile, ſo treacherous! When, 


and from whom, gained you this informa- 
tion?“ = 

„ A few days fince, and from one who, 
tottering on eternity's dread brink, could 
hardly have been wrought upon to declare 
a falſehood.” 


Their converſation was ſuddenly inter- 
rupted by the arrival of Mrs. Barville and 


her two youngeſt children; the one a fine. 


blooming girl, about ten years old—the other 
a well-looking boy, a twelvemonth younger; 
her two eldeſt, both boys, were at the Uni- 
verſity of Oxford, Mrs. Barville was about 


five-and-thirty, of an intereſting appear- 
ance, which the melancholy remembrance of 


the ill-treatment ſhe had experienced from 
her 
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her huſband, and the ſad accounts ſhe 


had heard of him ſince he had abandoned 


her, ſuffuſing a languor over her features, 
which were beautiful and expreſſive, rather 
increaſed than diminiſhed.. 


She . continued with them ſome time. 
Northcote and Radmill were delighted with. 


her; her obliging carriage towards Sir Ben- 
jamin, the tender regard ſhe betrayed for 
her children, and her eaſy and refined be- 


haviour towards themſelves, gave them ſo 


bigh an opinion of her -underſtanding, that 


Barville, who had treated her ſo inhumafly, 


if poſſible, ſunk lower in their eſtimation. 


% Poor thing!“ exclaimed Sir Benjamin,, 
when, with her children, ſhe withdrew, 


« ſhe is deſerving of a better fate I know 


not what I ſhould do without her; ſhe is 
all the world to me. May ſhe prove more 
fortunate in her children than I have deen! 
** ſhe never regret that Providence has 
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raiſed her a family; but in the happineſs ſhe 


finds with them, forget the brutal conduct 
of their father!“ 


Their former converſation was ſoon after 
renewed; and ſo much was Sir Benjamin 
aſtoniſhed and affected with what Northcote 
and Radmill revealed to him, and was ſo 
anxiòdus to have the matter thoroughly in- 
veſtigated, that he reſolved, as ſoon as his 
health became more eſtabliſhed, to ſet out 
for London, ſurpriſe his ſon by his pre- 
ſence, and oblige him to acknowledge what 
motive had induced him to behave fo 
treacherouſly to his brother. 


This was preciſely what Northcote wiſhed, 
which he ſoon gave him to underſtand ; and 
promiſed to remain with him until he was 
in a ſituation, with ſafety, to make ſuch a 
journey, when his friend Radmill and him- 
ſelf would accompany him. 


Northcote had deſigned not too ſuddenly 


to 
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to apprize Sir Benjamin of the villany his 
ſon had ſo ſucceſsfully practiſed on Mary- 
Jane; but Radmill, who could not for a 
moment baniſh her from his mind, involun- 
tarily uttered a few incautious words on 


the ſubject, and an explanation became 


abſolutely neceſſary. 


Sir Benjamin liſtened in ſilence until 
they had finiſhed, though his countenance 
ſufficiently evinced the torture he endured, 
when he exclaimed—-* Oh God! how have 
I merited thus to- be aMidted ?— Unnatural 
boy, was it for this I watched: thy infant 
years, and, with the exultation of a fond 


parent, ſaw thee ripen intoman hood? Was. 


it for this I ſtrove to inculcate into thy 
youthful mind the pure precepts of piety 
and virtue? Was 1t for this thou endea- 
voured to ruin thy brother in my eſteem, 
that I might more acutely feel thy baſe- 


neſs '—Inhuman, degenerate boy, it had 
been better. for thee hadſt thou never been 


born!“ 
„ Northcote 


1 
1 
1 
| 
| 
1 


if 
it 
188] 
1 
15 
5 
3 
* 
Fi 
ny ff 1 
; ED & 
i 27 IS 
Ws E 
1 10 
Wet Ty. 
if) . 3 
j . 8 
2 , 
1 11 2 
* . FS 
» : 4 : 
8s 5 
15.37 : 
4 4 by 
$8.5 1 
4. 
1 
1 1 
. wp 
1 {ops 
HS } 
1 
4K » 
** + ©; 
1 * . 
2 
vo. 
1 1 
nf 4 
. 8 
914 
11 


. ion oy ren ru ere es on 
N _ 


3 ——ů— Pe" 


. ee Ie ne 4 
—————— — 
. 8 


"I" 


3 "IG 
— — 
2 . 


n 
REECE 


SE CRE Bb 


CPE pr. 


"Ba 
ot » — —— — — 
OS . 3 UNS” CEE ; 
e 
rr . 
„ * K 4 
_ 6 


a — EW a 
C RAE I 2 r 


8 1 
P ET 3 


108 MARY-]JANE. 


Northcote and Radmill, though ſo ill 


qualified from the poignancy of their own 
feelings, endeavoured to ſpeak comfort to 
him; and Mrs. Barville ſoon after joining 
them, leſt ſhe ſhould ſuſpect that his un- 
happineſs originated in having received 


more unfavourable intelligence of her huſ- 
band, he affected a cheerfulneſs but too 


foreign to his heart. 


Sir Benjamin had been ſo much ſhocked : 


with what he had heard on the preceding 
evening, that his health, which had been 
long in a very precarious ſtate, on the fol- 


lowing morning was much worſe; and his 
journey to London appeared likely to be 


procraſtinated to a greater length of time 
than he had at firſt ſuſpected. 


Radmill's ſpirits were in no wiſe im— 


proved; and Northcote, who from the 


recent occurrences, had diverged from his 
uſual taciturnity and acerbity, was far from 
being happier in the alteration. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Barville, much alarmed at this ſud- 
den change in Sir Benjamin, was almoſt 
inceſſantly with him; and he, in fact, was 


ſo much attached to her and her children, 


that he could hardly bear to be left a 
minute without them. 


* 


Sir Benjamin upwards of three weeks ere 
his health would permit him to fix the 
day for his journey to town, and which 
even then was prevented by a letter from 
Henry, which announced to them that he 


had obtained intelligence that Barville, with 


Mary- Jane, had retired into Wales, whi- 
ther he was about to follow them. In 
conſequence of which, Northcote prevailed 
upon Sir Benjamin and Radmill, in lieu of 
London, to accompany him to Rook-dale 
Abbey, which was in Wales likewiſe, and 
only ten miles diſtant from Bar ville Caſtle; 
though Sir Benjamin was fo totally 1gno- 
rant-of the alteration his fon had made in 
the latter ſtructure, that the ruinous ſtate 

| he 


Northcote and Radmill continued with 
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he conceived it to be in, would have in- 
duced him to ſearch every part of Wales 
to obtain an interview with him, ere he 


would have conceived it requiſite to viſit 
that ſpot. 


CHAP, VIII. 


« 


LTTIE IV. 


Mr. Northcote to Mrs. Mowbray. 


7 A FEW days, my amiable couſin, and 


I ſhall be with you. Radmill and Sir 
Benjamin Barville, both of whom, by former 


letters, you are in a manner acquainted 
with, 
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with, will accompany me ;—the latter having 
recently recovered from a ſevere indiſ- 
poſition, will require much of your atten- 
tion, as, indeed, we ſhall all of us. Mary- 
Jane we have not been able to recover 
though we have received certain proof that 
ſhe abſconded with Barville, and it is be- 
lieved that they are at this time in Wales, 
but in what part ſecrecy envelopes; which 
the principal deſign of our journey at pre- 
ſent is, if poſſible, to unfold. Heaven 
proſper our endeavours! or, would it be 
more prudent to petition. the Almighty 
that they ever may elude our vigilance? for 
to find them may be to confirm our fears, 
and to eſtabliſh what I cannot avoid ſuſpect- 
ing, that Mary- Jane is guilty ?—Poor Rad- 
mill! ſuch a confirmation would indeed 
| hurry him to deſpair. His health is rapidly 
declining—at times he is inconſolable; nor is 
Sir Benjamin hardly leſs ſo when his thoughts 
revert to the iniquitous conduct of his 
ſon. For myſelf— Oh Mrs. Mowbray! I 

have 
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havea tale to tell which will freeze thy blood to 
hear.— Our kinſman, Elmley, whom we have 
oft lamented, was the moſt treacherous, the 
moſt vile - But he is no more! He mur- 
dered my peace, but I forgive him God, 


I hope, has forgiven him alſo.— When we 


meet, which we ſhortly ſhall, I will ac- 
quaint you with every particular ; until that 
time I once more affectionately bid you. 
adieu!“ 


, CHAP 
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CHAP. 1X. 


The Female Gameſter. 


Ir is now requiſite that the reader ſhould 
be informed of ſome circumſlances relative 
to Henry Radmill, which will account for 
his ſudden removal from Brighton, to the 
utter aſtoniſhment of his father, when his 
preſence would have contributed to conſole 
him 1n the abſence of Mary- Jane. 


Henry, as deſcribed in the firſt chapter 
of this work, expreſſed his reluctance to 
accompany his father into the country fo 
early as the old gentleman propoſed ; and 
yainly endeavoured to prevail upon him to 
defer 
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deter his intention for.a few weeks, though 
his motive for wiſhing his father to procraſ- 
tinate his journey he refuſed to make known, 
which ſo irritated him, that he obliged 


Henry, againſt his will, to ſet off with him 


for Brighton on the following morning, as 
a proper puniſhment for his obſtinacy and 
undutiful conduct. 


The cauſe, however, of Henry's diſincli- 
nation to leave London ſo ſoon, and which 


he then refuſed to reveal, it is now neceſſary 
to explain, 


Mrs. Sourby, whom we have mentioned 
as being on friendly terms with Radmill, on 
the death of her huſband finding herſelf in 
poſſeſſion of about three hundred pounds 
a-year, which he had realized in purſuing 
the occupation of a fiſhmonger, conceived 


it a ſufficiency, as ſhe had no children, for 


her future ſupport, and retired from buſi- 


neis; but ſoon finding a life of indolence 
by no means ſuitable to her diſpoſition, and 


being 
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being often invited to pafs an evening with 


ſome few with whom ſhe had contrived to 
get acquainted, whoſe fortunes were in- 
finitely ſuperior to her own, it not only im- 
planted in her boſom an unconquerable 
defire for an inceſſant routine of the amuſe- 
ments they purſued to kill time, but an 
envious wiſh to exceed them in expence and 
parade at her own houſe, when theſe viſits 


were neceſſarily to be returned. For 


which purpoſe the eſtabliſhment of her 
- houſehold, which confiſted of only three 
female ſervants, and a boy in livery, ex- 
perienced a conſiderable augmentation; two 
footmen, a butler, &c. &c. were preſently 
engaged, and the pleaſing proſpect of living 


after the rate of fifteen hundred pounds 


per annum, preſented itſelf, when ſhe knew 
that ſhe had little better than the fifth part 
of that ſum to ſupport it. 


This 1mprovident career ſhe purſued for 
ſome years, having, at the expiration of 
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every twelvemonth, during that time, been 
neceſſitated to part with ſome hundreds of 


her capital, which was ſolely inveſted in the 
Five per Cents., that at this epoch the. in- 


tereſt of what remained ſcarcely amounted 


to twenty-five pounds quarterly. 


At this criſis ſhe began to review her 


conduct with agony and remorſe. To per- 


fevere in ſuch thoughtleſs extravagance in 
a few years more mult deprive her of every 


ſix - pence ſhe had in the world. What could 


be done to retrieve her circumſtances, or, 


at leaſt, avert the impending danger? — The 
houſe ſhe lived in was her own; this, how- 


ever, was ſome conſolation, and which ſhe 


prudently determined (if poſſible to retain - 


in her poſſeſſion) never to part with; yet, 
in the deranged ſtate of her affairs, ſhe 
knew not what hereafter neceſſity might 
not oblige her to do. And how was it to 


be avoided? To reduce her eſtabliſhment | 
to a paralle] with her means, appeared the 


molt likely method to ſave her from ruin; 


but 


* 
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but prudence had no ſooner ſuggeſted this 
to her terrified imagination, than pride re- 
jected it, and an idea immediately preſented 
itſelf that the gaming-table might retrieve 
her ſhattered fortune. It ſeemed her only 
reſource; and ſhe determined to riſk every 
thing, in | hopes to profit by it. : 
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At moſt of the oo where ſhe aflo- 
ciated, cards conſtituted the evening amuſe- 
ment; and, from her conſtant attendance at 
them, ſhe believed herſelf an adept at moſt 
of the games that were generally intro- 
duced, though the dread of loſing her money 
had bitherto withheld her from venturing 
much upon them: but now ſhe determined 
to ſurmount her fears, and, if Fortune 
favoured her, to become a profeſſed game- 
ſter. In ſhort, the evening ſucceeding the 
day in which ſhe had formed this reſolution, 
ſhe carried it into execution, She accepted 
every bet that was öffered, and made ſome 

_ conſiderable wagers herſelf with the gentie- 
men, who were much aſtoniſhed at this 
| ſudden 
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ſudden alteration in her conduct, and in- 
wardly pitied and blamed her for her teme- 
rity. However, at the concluſion of the 
evening, Mrs. Sourby, to her inexpreſſible 
ſatisfaction, found herſelf the winner of two 
hundred and twenty guineas. This was en- 


couragement beyond her moſt ſanguine ex- 
pectations; therefore ſhe determined to pur- 


ſue this dangerous practice, and ſeverely 
reproached herſelf for not beginning ſome 


years ſooner, not doubting but ſhe would 
have been equally ſucceſsful, and ere this 


might have been enabled to keep her car- 
riage, and not obliged to purchaſe the 
aſſiſtance of an hackney- coach upon every 
occaſion. | 


For ſeveral weeks Fortune continued to 
ſmile upon her; and believing, from ſuch 
unexpected and repeated ſucceſs, that ſhe 
ſhould never experience any reverſe, was 
actually on the eve of appointing a perſon to 
purchaſe a handſome pair of horſes for her, 
at Tatterſall's, and to beſpeak her a chariot 
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ſuitable 
when 
to ſul 
grande 
to reli 
deſire, 


an op 
at laſl 
thing 
dange 
thoul 
der, 


ſhort 


MARY-JANE. 119 


ſuitable to her rank and ſplendour in life, 
when one unlucky evening obliged her 
to ſuſpend theſe air- built ſchemes of 
grandeur. It did not, however, induce her 
to relinquiſh play, but rather increaſed her 
defire, truſting ſhe ſhould ſhortly meet with 
an opportunity of recovering her loſſes, till 
at laſt ſhe was not only deprived of every 
thing ſhe had previouſly acquired in this 
dangerous purſuit, but found herſelf one 
thouſand pounds in debt to a Mrs. Squan- 
der, who very obligingly promiſed to call 
ſhortly at her houſe for payment. 
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In ſuch a dilemma what was to be done? 
Repentance came too late. It was a debt 
of honour, and muſt be paid as ſoon as 
demanded. Out of fix thouſand pounds 
ſhe formerly poſſeſſed, two thouſand only 
remained; and the Stocks at this time being 
extremely low, ſhe muſt not only {ſell out 
at a great loſs, but what would remain, 
even with the. moſt rigid economy, would 
not be a ſufficiency for her ſupport, With 

haſty 
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haſty and perturbed paces ſhe continued for 
ſome time, in all the agony of remorſe, to 


traverſe her apartment, when Henry Rad- 
mill, as was frequently his cuſtom, made 


her a viſit. 


Henry, on perceiving her ſo extremely 
agitated, as might be expected, enquired 
what it was that had occurred to diſtreſs 
her; a flood of tears was all the anſwer 
ſhe could make him. Henry was much 
affected, and taking her kindly by the hand, 
entreated her to be compoſed. 


« Oh Mr. Radmill!” ſhe at laſt ex- 
claimed, „in me you behold one of the 
moſt unfortunate of her {ex I- Oh God! 
what will become of me? Yet, had I a 


friend who would adviſe and aſſiſt me, my 


difficulties might eaſily be ſurmounted.“ 

„ Good Heavens! Mrs. Sourby,“ faid 
Henry, & what can have rendered you ſo 
unhappy? Is it in my power to be of the 
3 eus 
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| leaſt ſervice to you? ＋ it is, you may com- 
mand me,” ä | 
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This was preciſely the offer Mrs. Sourby 
waited for, as ſhe had determined in her 
own mind, as ſoon as Henry was, an- 
nounced, to make him acquainted with as 
much of her embarraſſed ſituation as might 
induce him to pity her, and to make an 
offer of aſſiſting her to the utmoſt of his 
ability; therefore, having informed him 
that her uneaſineſs originated. from pecu- 
niary matters, concluded by requeſting of 


him the loan of a thouſand pounds for a 
month. | 


Mrs. Sourby, ere ſhe ſolicited this ſum 
of Henry, was well aware, ſhould he refuſe 
her, there was no other perſon ſhe could 
apply to, and conſequently the deranged 
ſtate of her affairs muſt ſoon be publicly 
known; on the contrary, ſhould he comply 
with her requeſt, the impending blow for 
the preſent would be averted, and another 

"r = 5 trial 


122 MARY. IAN E. 
trial at the card table might prove more 
Propitious to her wiſhes, and enable her to 
repay him at the ſtipulated period. 


Henry was too aſtoniſhed immediately 
to reply. He wiſhed to ſerve her; but with- 
out applying to his father, how was he to 
raiſe ſuch a ſum? and ſuch an application 
ſhe had artfully prohibited, as, ere ſhe ac- 


quainted him with her diſtreſs, ſhe enjoined 


him to keep what ſhe was about to utter a 
profound ſecret, obſerving ſhe would much 


rather transfer her property in the Funds, 


though at ſuch an immenſe loſs, than a 


- third perſon ſhould be apprized of her em- 


em. 


She likewiſe gave Henry to underſtand, 
9 that his aſtoniſhment proceeded 
from a reluctance to part with ſo much 
money), that ſhe had lent twelve hundred 
pounds but a few days before to a friend, 
not imagining ſhe ſhould have ſo immediate 
an occaſion for it herſelf, and which ſhe 
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ſhould receive again ere the month expired, 
for which ſhe wanted the ſum in queſtion, 
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Henry, who believed every word ſhe had 
uttered, ſoon after left her, having firſt re- 
peated his promiſe not to, diſcloſe what ſhe 
had in confidence revealed to him; and 
likewiſe, 1f poſſible, to procure the money 
for her on the following day. 
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Henry was for a conſiderable time at a 
loſs, in his preſent emergency, to whom to 
apply, when a Mr. Faulkland, a ſchool- 
fellow of his, whoſe father was lately dead, 
and had left him an ample fortune, recurred 
to his memory; he inſtantly waited upon 
him, was in a moſt friendly manner received, 
and on his hinting to him that he had a 
preſſing occaſion for the loan of one thou- 
ſand pounds, Mr. Faulkland gave him a 
draft upon' his banker for the ſum, taking 
Henry's note at one month. This Mr. 
Faulkland would willingly have diſpenſed 
with, and have been ſatisfied with his word 
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to repay him when convenient; but Henry, 
Judging Mrs. Sourby would be punctual 


with him, on no other conditions would he 


receive the draft. 


; Kmey immediately returned to Mrs. 
Sourby, who with extreme pleaſure took 


the draft from him; nor was Henry leſs 


elated that he had been ſo ſucceſsful in his 
efforts to ſerve her. He ſoon after again 
| withdrew, having only a verbal promiſe 
from her that ſhe would return the favour 
ere the month expired, and as ſhe pro- 
poſed no ſecurity, Henry demanded none; 
for judging of her by himſelf, he conceived 
a promiſe to be equally binding, as had 
all the attornies in Chriſtendom been con- 
ſulted and employed on the occaſion, 


A few days after the above affair, Henry, 
with Radmill and Mary- Jane, were invited 
to ſpend the evening at Mrs. Squattder's ; 
the two latter declined going, but Henry, 
at the deſire of Radmill, attended.“ For,” 
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obſerved his father, © as Mrs. Squander has 
been ſo conſiderate as to name us all, 
though we are but little acquainted, let it 
not appear that we abſented ourſelves 
through a deſire of not becoming more in- 
timate with her and her friends.” 
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Henry accordingly attended; Mrs. Sourby 
was there likewiſe, as were many others that 
he was on friendly terms with. He paſſed 

the major part of the evening at whit, a 
game he was very partial to, for the mode- 
rate ſum of half-crown points; and as it ſo 
happened that the party at his table ſeemed 
equally ſatisfied with himſelf with the ſum 
they were playing for, he had no concep- 

tion of the money that was won and loſt at 

the other end of the room, until a lady, 
who ſeemed to have juſl left off play, drew 
a chair cloſe to his partner's, and ſpoke, 
juſl loud enough for thoſe immediately 
about her to hear“ I proteſt poor Mrs. 
Sourby, if the ſame ill-luck which ſh& has 
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recently met with continues much longer, 


will be inevitably ruined.“ 


eam aſtoniſhed,” extldined the lady 
addreſſed, *© ſhe has not more prudence |! 
— Who wins her money to- night?“ 

« Mrs, Squander, as uſual.” 

« The Jaſt time they were engaged, 1 
underſtand Mrs, Sourby parted in Mrs. 
Squander's debt ne of a thouſand 


Pounds.“ 


I have heard as much, Do you think 
ſhe has paid her yet?? 

« Upon my life I am not able to ſay; 
but I ſhould imagine that ſhe had, for 1 
know Mrs. Squander too well to conceive 
ſhe would riſk a ſecond account ere her 
adverſary had diſcharged the firſt.” 
How great a ſum is Mrs, Squander 
the winner of to-night ?” 

« When I juſt now left the table which 
is next to her's, I heard her exclaim, as it 
was the concluſion of a rubber—* This, 
Mrs. Sourby, makes it juſt four hundred 


pounds.“ 
39 few | 
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«A ew more ſuch loſſes, and it will be all 
over with her; for I have been informed, 
and I believe from tolerable authority, 
that out of ſeven or eight thouſand pounds, 
which ſhe formerly had in the Funds, ſcarcely 
two remain; and if ſhe has ſo lately paid 
the debt of honour due to Mrs, Squander, 
that muſt be dwindled to ſomething leſs 
than one,—Dear me, Mr. Radmill, I beg 
your pardon clubs was led, I believe 
who trumped ?—But there, I have one of the 
ſuit, ſo it does not matter. In what kind 
of ſpirits did you leave Mrs. es. my 
dear Madam??? 

„Oh tolerable; in much better ſpirits, 
circumſtances conſidered, than might al- 


together be expected. She will not feel her 


loſſes until ſhe once more get her head upon 


her pillow; reflection at ſuck times generally 


viſits us uninvited, and makes us acutely 
feel the follies we have committed in a the 
courſe of the day.“ s 


p; 
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They continued diſcourſing on the ſucceſs 
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of Mrs. Squander, and the thoughtleſs i im- 
prudence of Mrs, Sourby for a conſider- 
able time longer; and evinced to Henry, 


who liſtened attentively to their converſa- 


tion, that Mrs. Sourby had deceived him. 
He pitied her from the very bottom of 
his heart, though at the ſame time he 
could not diveſt himſelf of the fear that 
the would not be fo punctual in return- 
ing what ſhe had borrowed of him, as he 
at firſt had been given to expect; which, 


ſhould it be the caſe, what was to become 


of his note ?—Though Faulkland, he was 
conſcious, would not part with it, or even 
preſent it, to him, in caſe he waited not 
upon him at the ſpecified period, yet 
ſuch apparent neglect muſt lower him 
greatly in his opinion; to avoid which he 
determined, ſhould Mrs. Sourby diſappoint 
him, to acquaint Faulkland with every 
particular, concealing only the lady's name, 
and he was certain he would excuſe him, 
return him his note, and wait for payment 
until it quits, ſuited his convenience. 


At 
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At a late hour Henry returned home. 
He obtained a glimpſe of Mrs. Sourby ere 
he left the room, and read in her counte- 
nance that ſhe ſtill continued unſucceſsful, 
She was too anxious at the game to notice 
him, as indeed was the greater part of 
the company; they ſeemed eager to increaſe 
what they had already obtained, or by a 
fortunate ſtroke of chance, to recover their 
loſſes; very few ſeemed inclined to follow 
his example of retiring, though they had 
encroached then nearly two hours on the 
Sunday morning. 


It was ſomething better than a week after 
this that Radmill expreſſed a wiſh to viſit 
Margate, to which Henry objected, not 
being willing to leave London for reaſons 
before mentioned ;—however, his objection, 
and his refuſing to acquaint his father with 
the motive that had produced it, made no 
other alteration in the old gentleman's 
determination than viſiting Brighton inſtead 
of the place his fancy had at firſt ſuggeſted. 

wo A£ Henry, 
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Henry, finding him ſo peremptory, con- 
u. it moſt prudent to comply with his 
wiſhes, He, however, immediately waited 
upon Faulkland, and acquainted him of the 
neceſſity he was under of accompanying 
his father into the country, and hinted to 
him that he was dubious whether he ſhould 
return ere his note became due. He 
poſitively inſiſted upon Henry's taking 
back the note; and, by way of reconciling 
Henry to ſuch a procedure, deſired him to 
give him a note on demand in lieu of it, 
and concluded with obſerving, that when; 
ever he felt himſelf neceſſitated for the 
money, he ſhould not fail of applying to 


Henry, who ſaw the good intention of 
his friend, at laſt complied, and they ſoon 
after parted, well ſatisfied with each other. 


Henry, as ſoon as he left Faulkland, 
waited upon Mrs, Sourby, and informed 
her of the journey he was about to make, 
ELLE | and 
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Sa - 


and that probably he ſhould not have the 
pleaſure of feeing her again for two or three 


months. She ſeemed evidently - pleaſed; ' 


though ſurpriſed at this unexpected intel; 
ligence, but never once mentioned the 
money ſhe had borrowed of him, orr in 
what manner ſhe was to return it; and he 
ſoon after left ber, by no mea Saen 
with her candut. i idw i 


8c 


** * 
Pg | 
(nts 3 


Had Henry, on the onſet, made this 
affair known to his father, there was no 
doubt but he would have advanced the 
money for him; but then he had promiſed 
Mrs. Sourby to keep it a profound {ecret, 
and he knew his father too well to imagine 
he would part with a guinea beyond his 
uſual allowance, which was one hundred 
pounds quarterly, without being firſt apprized 
of the uſe he intended to make of it: and 
beſides, latterly he had- been, rather extra- 
vagant, and bad ohtained a few hundreds 
ref him 10 diſcharge ſome debts that he 
chad imprudently contracted, and was; now 
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become extremely cautious not again to 


merit his reproaches, by encroaching upon 
his bounty beyond what he himſelf con- 
ceived Wan. to beſtow. 


Henry had hardly been in Brighton a 
week, when he received a letter from a Mr. 
Sackworth, a perſon totally unknown to 
him, which informed him that Mr. Faulk- 


land, a few days before, had been killed 


by a fall from his horſe, and that his note 
for one thouſand pounds, on demand, had 


been found among the effects of the de- 


ceaſed, and which he requeſted he would 
immediately honour with payment. 

Henry's agitation, as may be remembered, 
in peruſing this letter, excited Radmill's 
curioſity and alarm; and, notwithſtanding 
all he could urge, Henry refuſed to inform 
kim of its contents. He the ſame day 
tranſmitted a letter to Mrs. Sourby, ex- 
plaining the method he had adopted to 
procure the money ſhe had received from 
| a him; 


i 
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him; and, as the time was now expired for 


which ſhe had ſolicited it, hoped ſhe would 


not fail to wait upon Mr. Sackworth, at 


the houſe of his deceaſed friend, and 


take up the note for him. 


Several days elapſed, and Henry con- 


ceived, as he had not heard from Mrs. 
Sourby or Mr, Sackworth again, that Mrs, 


Sourby had found the means to comply 


with his requeſt; and though he was much 
grieved at the accident which had deprived 


his friend Faulkland of life, he became quite 


fatisfied that he ſhould hear nothing more 
reſpeQing his note, = 
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CHAP. X. 


The diſagreeable Surpriſe. 


So confident was Henry that Mrs. Sourby 
had waited upon Mr. Sackworth, as he had 
requeſted, that his thoughts never once re- 
verted to the ſubject, until the day ſuc- 
ceeding the evening on which Mary-Jane 
had ſo ſtrangely diſappeared. The letter 
which he received, and which his father, 
who was with him at the time, and buoyed 
himſelf with the hope that it muſt be 
from Mary- Jane, was a ſecond letter from 
Mr. Sackworth, in which he expreſſed. 
much ſurpriſe that Henry had not con- 
deſcended to honour his firſt epiſtle with 


an 
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an anſwer; and likewiſe aſſured him that 
if he heard not from him by the return of 
the poſt, he ſhould adopt ſuch meaſures to 
enforce payment, of his note as the law in 
ſuch caſes allowed. gs EY 


The reader is already acquainted how 
oreatly Henry was hurt and concerned on 
the receipt of ths; more particularly fo 
when he diſcovered by the date of it that 
it ought to have been delivered to him at 
leaſt four days before. 


The diſtreſs in which Henry beheld his 
father when he informed him that the letter 
brought no intelligence of Mary-Jane, and 
his increaſing agonies when he refuſed to 
acquaint him from whom it came, had 
nearly overcome Henry's reſolution of keep- 
ing him ignorant of its contents, until the 
promiſe he had made to Mrs. Sourby, which 
as yet he could not imagine himſelf ab- 
ſolved from, recurred to his memory, and 
for this time prevented him from divulging 
"2 | the 
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133 MARY-JANE; 
the affair to his father. Had he been cer- 


tain that Mrs, Sourby had really deceived 
him, he would not have heſitated to make 


the, affair known to him, and crave his 


advice and aſſiſtance ; but whether ſhe had, 


or had not deceived him, at preſent it was 


impoſſible he ſhould know. The letter he 
had written to her might have miſcarried, 
or a number of unforeſeen events might have 


prevented her receiving it ; ſhould either of 


which be the caſe, he ſhould conceive him- 
ſelf moſt eſſentially to blame, and deſerv- 
ing of her loudeſt cenſure in betraying 
what he had on not to divulge. 


Northcote. made them a viſit ſoon after 
with Plagiary, Sir Watkin Beverly, and 
Eliza, when Northcote hinting his ſuſpicion 


that Mary-Jane had gone off with Barville, 


induced Henry and Plagiary to enquire at 
his lodgings if he had left Brighton on the 
preceding evening, as was reported, and 
found their fears in that particular verified ; 
and that two of his ſervants, who were 

much 


much 
parturi 
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taken 
the n 
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much ſurpriſed at their maſter's ſudden de- 
parture, as 'ſeveral days yet remained ere 
the time for which the houſe had been 
taken would expire, received orders, late 
the night before, to pack up every thing 
that belonged to him, and to take places 
for themſelves in the coach for London, 


on the following morning, which orders 


they had obeyed, 


Plagiary and Henry were now half con- 
vinced that what Northcote had uttered 
was but too true, though, like him, they 
ſuſpected not that ſhe had gone voluntarily 
with him, but that he had by ſome means 
or other trepanned her away. How to 
proceed they knew not; to diſcover what 
road they had taken was their firſt object; 
yet, upon ſecond conſideration, this could 

be but of little avail, for if they had ſet off 
for London, there they muſt have arrived 
ſome hours before ʒ—at all events, a journey 
to Barville's town houſe ſeemed to Henry 


the moſt likely means he could purſue to 


aſcer- 
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aſcertain whether or not Barville merited 
their ſuſpicions. This he mentioned 
to Plagiary, who gave his opinion in the 
affirmative, They ſoon after ſeparated, 
and Henry was haſtening to inform his 


father of what he had learned, and to requeſt 
his permiſſion to leave Brighton in ſearch 
of them immediately, when a gentleman, 
addreſſing him by his name, begged to ſpeak 
a few words to him. Henry topped, and 


the other acquainted him that he had a writ 


againſt him, at the ſuit of Mr. Sackworth, 
executor to the late Mr. Faulkland, for 
one thoulng pounds, 


Henry, overcome with ſurpriſe, could not 
articulate a word ;—the other, perceiving his 
embarraſime::t, deſired he would walk with 
him to the Caſtle Tavern, where they could 


diſcourſe upon the ſubject uninterrupted, 


Henry followed him in ſilence ;—they ſoon 


reached the inn; when Henry began to re- 
flect upon what means he could deviſe to 


extricate 
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_extricate himſelf from his preſent difficulty. 
No other method offered itſelf but to ac- 
quaint his father with the affair; but this 
his promiſe to Mrs. Sourby prohibited, and 
he held a promiſe too ſacred to be broken 
through any inconvenience that might 
attach to himſelf in keeping it. But his 
father—if the matter were not ſpeedily 
ſettled, how would he ſupport his abſence? 
Almoſt diſtracted with the contending emo- 
tions, honour and duty, he knew not how 
to decide. He made the bailiff acquainted 
with as much of the tranſaction that had 
occaſioned his preſent diſtreſs as he could 


with propriety, without betraying Mrs. 


Sourby, and requeſted his advice. 


The bailiff, who poſſeſſed none of thoſe 
nice ſcruples of honour which influenced 
the conduct of Henry, adviſed him by all 
means to make the matter known to his 
father. Neceſſity, ſaid he, has no 
law; therefore, notwithſtanding your pro- 
miſe, it being a proceeding of abſolute 
| neceſſity, 
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neceſſity, you will be juſtified in the eyes 
of the world.“ 


Henry, however, felt himſelf but little 
inclined to follow this ſage advice, which 
the other perceiving, enquired if he had 
any friend in Brighton that he imagined 
would advance the money for him, as, unleſs 
he ſatisfied his demand, or procured bail, 
they muſt ſet off for London together as 
expeditiouſly as poſſible. 


His mentioning London, and likewiſe 
ſoon after obſerving he had left it late on 
the preceding day, and that he did not reach 
Brighton in conſequence until paſt mid- 
night, occaſioned Henry's thoughts again 
to revert to Mary-Jane. He interrogated 
the bailiff as to whom he had met on the 
road, apprizing him that a young lady of 
his acquaintance had the laſt night eloped 
from her friends, and it was ſuſpected bad 
taken the road to London, 


He 


. 
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He replied he had ſeen no travellers on 
the road, of whom he had the remoteſt idea 
to be the perſon in queſtion: * Unleſs,” 
he continued, © they were within the car- 
riage which ſtopped at Cuckfield to change 
horſes. juſt as I arrived there, about eleven 


o'clock in the evening:—who were within it 


I know not, for, without alighting, as ſoon 
as the horſes were procured, they recom» 
menced their journey.” 

Henry had not a doubt but the car- 
riage contained Barville and Mary-Jane; 
therefore determined to purſue them, and 


truſting he ſhould ſoon be enabled to ſettle 
his buſineſs with Sackworth on his arrival 


in London, he told the bailiff he was ready 
to accompany him, who immediately re- 
tired to give orders for a poſt-chaiſe, while 
Henry wrote the note, the reader is already 
acquainted with, to his father. He gave 


particular orders to the waiter, to whom he 


delivered it, to convey it to Mr. Radmill, on 
the Marine Parade, as ſoon as he was gone, 
| | which 
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which the waiter promiſed faithfully to do. 


Henry now felt his mind much eaſier; for, 


as he had- informed his father that his ab- 


ſence was chiefly occaſioned by his endea- 


vours to reſtore Mary- Jane to him, he flat- 


tered himſelf it would in a great meaſure 
reconcile him to the ſeparation. The chaiſe 


was now announced, and they were pre- 
{ently out of fight of Brighton. 


Plagiary, who obtained a glimpſe of 
Henry ere he had quite reached the extre- 
mity of the town, concluded that, with 
the conſent of his father, he was in purſuit 


of Mary-Jane and Barville; nor, until he 
ſaw Radmill in the evening, was he informed 
to the contrary. 


The waiter, to whom Henry gave the 
note for his father, thoughtlefly put it into 
his pocket; and not until many hours after- 
wards, when he by chance put his hand upon 


it, did it again recur to his memory: when, 
ſenſible of his neglect, he haſtened with it 


to 
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to the Marine Parade, truſting the delay 
would prove of ſo little conſequence, that 
his inattention would remain undiſcovered. 


At the different ſtages Henry made en- 


quiries after the objects ever uppermoſt in 
his mind, but could learn nothing deciſive 


until he entered the inn at Crawley. Here 
the neat little bar-maid, without much 
perſuaſion, related to him the adventures 
of the preceding night, and at Henry's 
requeſt deſcribed the perſon and dreſs of the 
young lady who had been ſtopped in her 
flight to Gretna-Green by the well-timed 


purſuit of her father, (for ſuch ſhe flill ſup- 


poſed Barviile to be); who, after what he 
had ſaid to her, together with the hand- 
ſome preſent he had made her, had ſo 


gained her eſteem, that the idea he might 


have deceived her, or was acting the part 
of a ſcoundrel, never once entered her ima- 
gination. | 


Henry was now certain, from the deſcrip- 


tion 
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tion ſhe gave of her, that it was Mary-Jane; 
and that ſhe had been forced away tlirough 
the deep-laid artifices of villany, was now 
evident likewiſe. 


Henry, eager for an opportunity of 


puniſhing Barville for his treachery, and 

releaſing Mary-Jane from his lawleſs power, 
became impatient to recommence his jour- 
' ney, which was inſtantly acceded to by the 
bailiff, and they ſoon after were ſet down, 
at Henry's requeſt, at Oſborne's Hotel, 


in the Adelphi. A waiter was immediately 


diſpatched to Mr. Sackworth's, to deſire 
that gentleman would wait upon them as 
ſoon as convenient, The waiter ſoon after 
returned with the diſagreeable intelligence 
that he had left town but a few hours 
before, and that he was not expected home 
until late on the following day. 


This was a ſevere diſappointment to 
Henry; however, as his laſt reſource to 
obtain his liberty that evening, he ſent a 
note 


01 


vo 
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note to Mrs, Sourby, in which he informed 
her how dilagreeably he was ſituated on her 
account, and begged to lee her immediately 
at the hotel, as he was not allowed the 
privilege of ſparing her that trouble by 
waiting upon her at her own houſe. 


Henry ſoon after received the following 
note ;— 


« Mrs. Sourby 1s extremely grieved that 
it is not in her power to comply with 
Mr. Radmill's requeſt; ſhe is truly ſorry 
for the inconvenience he has, and is likely 
to ſuffer on her account, but ſhe truſts. he 
will not impute the failure of her promiſe 
to any thing but her being diſappointed in 


a ſimilar way, which ſhe could neither 


foreſee nor avoid.” 


From the diction of this epiſtle it was 
VOL. II. H no 
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now obvious to Henry that ſhe never in- 
tended to repay what ſhe had obtained 


from him; and his being in poſſeſſion of 


nothing to prove his having lent her ſuch 
a ſum, he much doubted, ſhould ſhe 
deny having received it, which he now 
believed her capable of doing, if it could 
ever be recovered: even in the note the 
had ſent him, ſhe appeared to have been 
extremely cautious not to mention any 
thing that could poſitively be conſtrued 
into an acknowledgment of the debt, With 
the molt ſovereign contempt for the object 
who had penned it, he refolded and put it 
into his pocket. Patience was now his 
only remedy; and the bailiff perceiving 
him not inclined to endeavour to procure 
bail, adjourned with him to his own dwel- 
ling, where Henry determined to proceed 
no further in the affair until he had ſeen 
Mr. Sackworth. T” 
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The narrow Eſcape. 


 UntorTunaTELY tor Henry, who 
was rendered truly miſerable that his ſearch 
after his dear Mary-Jane was thus cruelly 
impeded, Mr. Sackworth returned not to 
town until the ſecond day after his confine- 
ment at the bailitt's, when, accompanied by 
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a Mr. Goodwin, an intimate acquaintance 
of Henry's, he made him a viſit. 
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Goodwin, as ſoon as he ſaw Henry, with 

a loud laugh, exclatnied—< Why, how the 
devil, Henry, came you to ſuffer yourſelf to 
be caged up in this place? The tober, the 
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I 


prudent, the diſcreet Henry Radmill in 
- Curance vile! Had you been ſuch a rattling, 
extravagant ſpendthrift as myſelf, I ſhould 
not have been half ſo much aſtoniſhed at it; 
but for you—how the devil happened this, 


Henry?” 


„ Mr, Sackworth,” coolly ſaid Henry, I 
believe can give you the belt information.“ 


Mr. Sackworth replied—*& Mr, Radmill, 

] have to apologize for the coercive mea- 
ſures I have adopted; but in excuſe of what 
J have done, I will only mention that until 
laſt night I was unacquainted with the cha- 
racter of Mr. Radmill, or the eſteem he 
was held in by my deceaſed friend. To 
this gentleman, Mr. Goodwin, I am in- 
debted for that knowledge; and, as ſome 
comſ enſation for the trouble I have occa- 
honed you, I have to aſſure you that you 
are at liberty, and that the note, which 
was the ultimate cauſe of the degradation 
you have expericaced, notwithſtanding Mr. 
Goodwin 
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Goodwin has offered to advance the money 
for you, I ſhall retain until it quite ſuits 


you, Sir, to demand it of me in proprid per- 
fond." 


Henry was much aſtoniſhed at this gene- 
rous proof of friend{hip in Goodwin; he 
thanked him in the warmeſt terms for his 
proffered kindneſs, which he told him he 
ſhould have felt himſelf inclined to accept 
but for the liberality of Mr. Sackworth, 
with whom he was not lefs pleaſed or 
backward in his acknowledgments for his 
police behaviour and diſintereſted conduct; 
and feeling himſe!f now quite abſolved from 
the promiſe of ſecrecy he had made to Mrs. 
Sourby, he gave them the whole hiſtory of his 
preſent embarraſſment, but in delicacy to 
that lady's character, though ſo little deſerv- 
ing, he concealed from them only her name. 
He ſhould likewiſe, he informed them, dil- 
cloſe the affair to his father when next he 
ſaw him, when Mr. Sackworth might de- 
pend upon receiving his demand. 

H 3 «© Now 
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cc Now every thing 1s ſettled to the ſatis- 


faction of all parties, exclaimed Goodwin, 
we muſt crack a bottle together ere we 
part.“ 


This was no ſooner propoſed than agreed 
to, and was preſently procured for them 


by Henry's recent acquaintance, the bailiff; 


and during the ſhort time they were over 


it, Mr. Sackworth and Henry, who ſeemed 


mutually pleaſed with each other, ſhook 


hands, and truſted time would make them 


better acquainted. 


Henry, as they were about to depart, 


deſired his new companion to acquaint 


him with the expence he had incurred dur- 
ing his ſojourn with him. 


Mr. Sackworth, he replied, had ſettled 
his demand. | 


This Henry inſiſted upon returning. 
'The other abſolutely refuſed to accept it, 
obſerving, 


obſe 


tin 


poin 
the 
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obſerving, if he wiſhed they ſhould con- 
tinue friends, he muſt humour him in this 


point, and utter not another word upon 
the ſubject, 


Henry, finding it in vain to contend with 
him, was at laſt obliged, though reluctantly, 
to ſubmit, and they ſeparated; and Henry, 
the moment he was at liberty, aſtened to the 
houſe of Mr. Barville, in Pail- Mall, where, 
on his exquiring for him; the ſervant in- 
formed him that he had left London the 
nizht before, = 


—_ 


«© To what place is he gone?” replied 


Henry. 
« I cannot tell,“ anſwered the ſervant. 
„When do you expect he will return?” 
c It is uncertain,” 
I wiſh to ſee him on particular buſi- 
neſs.” 
„ He1 is not in London, or J would ſeek 


for him.“ 


H 4 * Nor 
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«« Nor have you an idea when he will 

W 
« Certainly not; he ſeldom informs his 


ſervants of what is rarely known even by 
himſelf,” 


„Had he any lady with him when he 


left town laſt night?“ 

« You are more inquiſitive than it be- 
hoves me to anſwer. I would adviſe you, 
Sir, to reſerve thoſe queſtions for my maſter ; 
he will reply to them more correctly than 
I am enabled to do.” 


Henry took his purſe from his pocket, 
and exclaimed, as he held it towards him 
« Be explicit, and anſwer me truiy ſuch 
queſtions as I may put to you, and this 
ſhall be your reward!“ 


The man's countenance betrayed his in- 
clination to comply with his requeſt, when 
a ſecond ſervant, poſhbly wondering at the 
long ſtay of the firſt, now made his appear- 
ance. The other, on perceiving him, whiſ— 


Pered 


pered Henry to be with him on the follow- 
ing night preciſely at eight o'clock, when 
he ſhould be more at liberty to ſpeak with 


him. Then ſhutting the door haſtily, he 


exclaimed “ A damned inquiſitive fellow! 
I wonder who the devil he is?“ which Henry 
knew was uttered ſolely to deceive thoſe 
who were within, and might be curious to 
learn what had detained him ſo long at the 
door. 


Henry was punctual to the appointment 
on the following evening, and had ſcarcely 


reached the houſe when he diſcovered the 


ſervant, who had been ſome time expecting 
him. The man, on obſerving him, ad- 
vanced towards him, and told him he was 


ready to fatisfy him to the utmoſt of his 


ability in any intelligence he could give 
him reſpecting his maſter, if he were equally 
ready to part with what he had proffered on 
the preceding night. | 


Henry immediately adjourned with bim 


1 5 to 


8 
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to a neighbouring coffee-houſe, gave him 
what he ſeemed ſo anxious to obtain—his 


pPurſe; and learned, in return, that Barville, 
with a young lady, had arrived from 


Biighton two nights before, and that the 
lady, he believed, from what he had fince 
heard whiſpered in the houſe, had been 
forced away from her friends; that ſhe ap- 
peared in the greateſt diſtreſs, which, how- 


ever, was little regarded by his maſter, who 


was determined not to part with her; and, 
he ſuppoſed, fearful of being detected by 
the lady's friends, he was laſt night induced 
to remove her to ſome other place, but to 
where he was unacquaiated, unleſs it was 
to Barville Caſtle, in South Wales. He 


concluded with exhorting Henry not to 


diſcloſe to any one what he had related to 


him;—* For,” ſaid he, © ſhould you be o 
ungenerous, I know not what the conſe- 
quence may be; I ſhould expect at leaſt 


to loſe my life, for I am ſure my maſter, 
or Rowland, who 1s all in all with him, 
would blow my brains out.” 

Henry, 
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Henry, having aſſured him he had nothing 
to fear in that reſpect, made himſelf ac- 
quainted with a few particulars relative to 
Barville Caſtle and its ſituation, which 
the other was well enabled to give him, as 
he had been there more than once with his 


maſter, and that too when he had made 


it ſubſervient to his libidinous purſuits. 


Henry ſoon after left him, and regained 
Oſborne's Hotel, where he had taken 
apartments, and fat down to write an ac- 
count to his father of the intelligence he 
had gained of Barville and Mary-Jane, 
and of his determination to follow them 
into Wales on the ſuccecding morning. 


It was. Henry's firſt deſign, when he left 
Barville's ſervant on the preceding evening, 


with an intention of ſecing him again at 


the time he had appointed on the following 


right, in the intermediate ſpace to wait 


upon Mrs. Sourby, reproach her for her 
unprincipled conduct, and peremptorily 
H 6 inſiſt 
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inſiſt upon her returning him the ſum ſhe 
had borrowed; when the converſation he 
had heard at Mrs. Squander's recurred to 
his memory, and imagining that her im- 


prudence, and bad ſucceſs at the gaming- 


table, might have effectually deprived her 
of the means of being juſt to him, excited 
that degree of pity for her unhappy ſitua- 
tion, ſhould ſuch really be the caſe, as 


induced him at that time to relinquiſh | 


all ideas of revenge. 


Henry, ſome hours ere morn, began his jour- 


ney on horſeback towards Barville Caſtle. At 
a {mall inn, which was only ten miles from 


the ſpot he ſought, he determined to leave 
his horſe, and the next day, the diſtance 


being ſo trifling, he conceived it moſt | 


prudent to proceed on foot to reconnoitre 


the Caſtle. 


« Should I be fortunate enough,” thought 
Henry, as the black turrets of the Caſtle 
met his fight, & to diſcover Mary-Jane 

in 
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in yon gloomy edifice, I am well aware it 
will require the niceſt circumſpection to effect 
her releaſe ; for the villain who, to gratify 
his wicked propenſities, ſcruples not to hold 
at defiance all laws, human and divine, con- 
ſcious that his powers, in this rude place, 


by far exceed mine, would laugh at my 


menaces ſhould I openly accuſe him of 
his atrocities, and threaten to inflict that 
chaſtiſement his diabolical conduct ſo juſtly 
entitles him to. Incenſed by my temerity, 
and aided by his deluded minions, whom his 
gold has made participaters of his guilt, he 
might ſecure me, and prevent the good 
I meditate in the emancipation of my poor 
Mary-Jane.“ 


Henry, therefore, ſtudious to avoid being 
diſcovered, at length reached the ruinous 


pile, and entered, through a large gap in 


the wall, into the deſerted part of it, where 
he continued for ſome time ere he could 
aſſure himſelf the other extremity was in- 


habited. 


This, 
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This, however, was at laſt made known 
to him by a ſight of Barville and his 
honeſt agent, Rowland, who, in deep diſ- 
courſe, proceeded from an oppoſite angle. 
They advanced towards him. Henry con- 
cealed himſelf behind the fragments of the 
tottering edifice; and they ſoon arrived near 
enough to enable him to hear part of their 
converſation. 


« She muſt, by ſome means or other, 


have contrived to explore the parts where 


lies the object of all our fears,” ſaid Bar- 
ville, viſibly agitated. | 
* Impoſtble !”* replied Rowland; „Mabel 
has aſſured me ſhe has never quitted the 
apartment in which ſhe is confined. Can 
we not account for what we have len, in 
any other way?“ 
e can think of none; at any rate, as 
ſhe is fo totally in my power, from her we 


can have but little to fear. —She ſhall] never 


be torn from me alive I am determined.“ 
12 he 
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« The ſafeſt . would be to diſ- 
patch her at once.“ 

« Not ſo haſty; I love ber- poſ- 
ſeſs her; and could I but ſeduce her, I 
think it would effectually ſecure her true 
to our intereſt.” 

“ Bur you ſay ſhe treats your offers with 
contempt ?” 

« True; but force ſhall ſhortly obtain 
what to my. entreaties ſhe has hitherto des 
nied; and then, ſhould ſhe continue i 


They were too far off by this time 
for Henry to hear the concluſion of the 
ſentence. A cold dew overſpread his brow 
as he reflected upon what he had heard; he 
ſhuddered with predictive dread: though 
part of their diſcourſe he underſtood not, yet 
the other he was conſcious alluded to Mary- 
Jane. If he had underſtood rightly, Barville 
had been adviſed to murder her; to murder 
whom? The object of his earlieſt, his ten- 
dereſt affection, the idol of his ſoul, his 
Mary-Jane! without whom, ſince their 

ſeparation, 
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ſeparation, he found, ſhould ſhe not again be 
| reſtored to him, he ſhould be miſerable. 
His blood boiled with honeſt indignation as 
he followed the miſcreants with his eyes, 


| 1 3 the n 
until a projecting part of the fabric bid tune 
them from his ſight ; when, rendered in- 
; | 15 | ment 
cautious by the increaſing ebullition of paſ- 
| Fg potel 
ſion, and a deſire to obtain a ſpeedy and We 
who 


complete revenge, he drew his piſtols 
from his pocket, and was on the point of 
ruſhing from his retreat to ſicritice both 
to his juſt reſentment, when the idea that 
he might be miſtaken, and Mary-Jane not 
the perſon againſt whom the words of horrid 
import had been uttered, providentially 
intervened, and deterred him from his raſh 


deſign. 
. | tl 
Rendered more cool and collected by h 
reflection, he continued on the ſpot until 1 
he ſaw Barville and Rowland return to the 


Caſtle. He then began to examine the 
dreary apartments, with anintention, if poſſi- 
ble, to find ſome paſs that might conduct 

5 . him 
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bim into the habitable part of the build- 
ing; but fruitleſs was the attempt all com- 


munication ſeemed entirely cut off; —he, 


however, gave not over his ſearch until 
the night was far advanced, when he re- 
turned to the inn to obtain ſome refreſh- 
ment, which the cravings of nature, too 
potent to be reſiſted, having faſted the 
whole day, rendered abſolutely neceſſary. 


He, however, withoat retiring to reſt, 
though much fatigued, having finiſhed his 
frugal repaſt, returned to the ruin, deter- 
mined to watch narrowly for an oppor- 
tunity of learniag what paſſed within its 
gloomy walls. 


For ſeveral days and nights was Henry 
thus occupied, without being able to ſolve 
his doubts, whether Mary- Jane was, Or Was 
not there confined; when one night, ren- 


dered deſperate by his bad ſucceſs, he de- 


termined to ſeek Barviile, and declare the 
purpoſe of his viſit. Having formed this 
reſolution, 
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reſolution, he was about to put it into in- 


ſtant execution, when ſuddenly the ſound 


of footſteps echoed through the interſtices 


of the edifice, and retarded his deſign. He 
liſtened attentively} the ſounds became 
more diſtinct; he endeavoured to diſcover 
from whence they proceeded, but the at- 
tempt was fruitleſs. Some one ſcreamed 
violently; again he hurried he knew not 
where, when, by the rays of the moon 
penetrating through the apertures of the 
building, he diſcovered an opening, but 
the obje& be could not perceive that had 
cauſed his anxiety and alarm. He loudly 
pronounced the name of Mary-Jane; no 
one anſwered, and all again was huſhed in 
ſolemn ſilence. 


He continued. muſing where next he 
ſhould guide his footſteps, until loud and 
repeated ſhrieks again propelled him to 
proceed whitherſoever chance might direct 
bim. Suddenly a ray of light gleamed 
through an opening on hisleft ; he ruſhed into 

the 
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the apartment to which it led, and beheld 
Barville about to plunge a ſuſpended dagger 
into the boſom of the trembling Mary-Jane 
His timely interpoſition preſerved her life. 
Barville, overcome by fear and ſurpriſe, re- 
leaſed her from his graſp, when Mary-Jane 
ſprang from him, unconſcious to whom ſhe 
was thus indebted for her preſervation. 


Barville, whoſe rolling eyeballs and pallid 
cheeks evinced the intenſe dread Henry's 
words had inſpired, now gazed fearfully 
around; he ſtarted as he beheld him, but 
quickly regaining his ſcattered ſpirits, and 
believing him to be unarmed, brandiſhing 
his dagger, he advanced towards him. 
Henry levelled his piſtol; the miſcreant 
drew back appalled; ſuddenly he extin- 
guiſhed the light. Henry at the ſame mo- 
ment diſcharged the piſtol, but unfortu- 
nately miſſed his object; he, however, 
ruſhed forward, and endeavoured to ſecure 
him, but the other, well-acquainted with 
every 1ntricate paſſage, ſoon made his eſcape. 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 


The Retreat, and the lucky Rencounter. 


IIENRx, finding it impoſſible to over- 
take and ſecure Barviile, now uſed his ut- 
moſt efforts to diſcover to what place Mary- 
Jane had fled, but in this he proved equally 


unſucceſsful; —in vain did he echo her name 


through every avenue of the ſolemn ſtruc- 


ture; no anſwer was returned, not a re- 


{ponte, ſave what himſelf created, met his 
attentive ear. 

For ſome hours had he continued a 
fruitleſs ſearch, when again the ſound of 
footſteps reſounded from a winding paſſage, 

which 
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which a glimmering light, that was ſuddenly 
emitted from it, rendered viſible; he 
advanced towards it, and diſcovered Bar- 
ville and Rowland, both well-armed, ex- 
amining cautiouſly every part that they 
paſſed, apparently with the deſign to diſcover 
and ſacrifice him to their fury. 


Prudence now adviſed Henry to make a 
precipitate retreat; but then what was to 
become of Mary-Jane? To know her to 
be ſurrounded by danger, and to abandon 
her to her fate, was terrible; yet he knew 
not where ſhe had ſecreted herſelf, and 
ſhould he overcome the demons, whoſe 
haggard and determined looks evinced to 
him that they were bent upon his deſtruc- 
tion, it would not diſcover to him the place 
of her concealment. However, he deter- 
mined not to leave her. He again ſeized 
a piſtol, and was awaiting their approach, 
when an idea preſented itſelf that by haſten- 
ing back to the inn, he could perſuade tome 
of the domeſtics to retura to the caſtle 
with 
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with him, when he ſhould not only be 
enabled to ſeize upon Barville and his ac- 


complice, but their united efforts muſt ſoon 


diſcover the retreat of his Mary- Jane. 


This induced him to make his eſcape, 
which he ſoon effected, and with all poſſible 
expedition. reached the inn. The roſy tints 


of morn were juſt appearing in the eaſt; 


ſeveral of the houſehold were already ariſen, 
and about to purſue their diurnal occupa- 


tions, as Flenry, faint and weary, entered. 


Three of them he ſoon engaged to accom- 
pany him, having related to them as much 
of the viflany of Barville as he conceived 
requiſite to anſwer his purpoſe, and pro- 
miſed liberally to reward them for their 
trouble. | 


They ſoon arrived at the Caſtle, when 
Henry advanced to the entrance, from which, 
on his firſt viſit, he had ſeen Barville and 
Rowland proceed. The door was ſecured; 
he loudly applied the knocker, determined 


if 
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if no one anſwered to the ſummons, to de- 
moliſh the door ;—however, he had not 
waited long ere old Martha appeared, when 
Henry learned, to his extreme mortification, 
that Barville, with the family, herſelf and 
her buſband excepted, had left the Caſtle 


about halt an hour before, 


Henry, however, as Martha might be 
endeavouring to impoſe upon him with a 
fabricated tale, obliged her to conduct 
them into every apartment in the Caſtle, 
which having dove, he was fatisfied that 
ſhe had informed him of the truth. In 
vain he interrogated her reſpecting Mary- 
Jane; all the intellizence ſhe was able to 
give him of her was, that her maſter had 


arrived at the Caſtle neariy a fortnight. 


before, and with him a lady and her maid: 
the former the had never ſeen but on the 
day of her arrival, being always confined to 
her room; and ſhe ſuppoſed they were all 
gone away, as they had come, together. 


Henry, 
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Henry, from the artleſs manner in 
which this account was delivered, was con- 
vinced that ſhe had no intention to deceive 
him; he doubted not but Barville had again 
ſeized upon his poor, unfortunate Mary- 
Jane, and was conveying her to ſome 
other remote place, molt probably antict- 
pating the conſequences, ſhould he remain 
where he was, as he had not been able to 
prevent the eſcape of him by whom he had 
been ſo dreadfully alarmed, and ſaved from 
the crime he meditated. 


Henry, with his followers, now returned 
to the inn, where having rewarded them for 
their trouble, he ordered his horſe, with ,an 
intention to diſcover what road Barville had 
taken, and to purſue him; but the fatigue 
he had experienced for ſeveral nights, hav- 
ing not been in bed, but paſſed them ſolely 
in the damp, cheerleſs, and decayed apart- 
ments of Barville Caſtle, together with the 
violence of his feelings, which hurried him 
almoſt to deſpair when he found all his 
| efforts 


efforts terminated in diſappointment, ren- 


gered him ſo weak and languid that he 
had not ſtrength to execute his deſign. 


The maſter of the inn, perceiving how 


extremely he was difordered, pertuaded him 


to defer his intention, and to take a few 
hours' reſt,” which he doubted not would 
much refreſh him; and Henry, who found 
bimſelf fo faint and weak that he appre- 
headed in his preſent ſtate he ſhould be 
unable to ſet his horſe, at laſt agreed to 
adopt his advice, 2 

He had been in bed but a ſhort time, 
when he was ſeized with a cold ſhivering. 


He continued extremely ill the whole of 


the day, and the next morning was fo much 
worle, that medical advice was deemed 


' abſolutely neceſſary, In ſhort, a violent 
fever ſucceeded, and for many weeks Henry 


was confined to his bed. At length the 
ſtrength of his conſtitution triumphed over 
his malady, and the ſurgeon pronounced 

_ 4 him 
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him to be in a ſtate of convaleſcence. 


Some weeks more elapſed ere his health 


was ſufficiently eſtabliſhed to enable him to 
retrace his road to London, which, how- 
ever, he at laſt accompliſhed, though 
wretched in the exfreme that he had as 
vet obtained no intelligence of Mary-Jane. 

On bis arrival at Ofbornc's Hotel, he 
found ſeveral letters from his father, as he 
bad given orders ere he left London, not 
expecting he ſhould be abſent ſo long, 
that they ſhould be kept until his return. 
One of them he perceived by the poſt- 


mark had only arrived that morning; this 


he with trepidation. firſt opened, which 
confirmed his fears that his father was {till 
ignorant of the fate of Mary-Jane; and it 
®Ukewiſe acquainted him how wretched he 


| had made him, in not addreſſing him one 
letter ſince that in which he announced 


himſelf on the point of travelling into 
Wales. . / 


Henry, 


Her 


quent] 


writte! 
him h 
Mary- 
own | 
ſhould 
he to 
aſtoni 
peruſe 
never 
which 
ſoon. 
that | 
to w 
thous 
retur 
inten 
indu. 
able: 
the 
until 


ſtore 
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Henry, during his confinement, had fre- 
quently, when his ſtrength would permit, 
written to his father, and continued to give 
him hopes that he ſhould yet recover their 
Mary-Jane; but never once mentioned his 
own illneſs, well knowing how greatly he 
ſhould increaſe his anxiety and diſtreſs, were 
he to mention it: therefore he was much 
aſtoniſhed, by the pathetic epiſtle he had 
peruſed, to learn that thoſe letters he had 
never received, However, on reading thoſe 
which had preceded it, the myſtery was 
ſoon unravelled ; for until then he knew not 
that his father bad removed from Brizhton, 
to which place he had directed his letters, 
though he knew 1t was his firſt intention of 
returning to town in October, but which 
intention he thought he muſt have been 
induced to forego, in conſequence of the 
abſence of Mary-Jane: therefore he had not 
the remoteſt idea that he would remove 


until he joined him, or Mary- - Jane was re- 
ſtored to him. 


Another 
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Another letter apprized him of the viſit 
that had been made by Northcote and 
himſelf to Sir Benjamin Barville, | in Somerſet— 
ſhire; v hat had incited them to the journey, 
and what had afterwards occaſioned them, 
with Sir Benjamin, to ſtay at Rook-dale 
Abbey, at which place they ſtill were; but 


that they mould, ere then, have returned 


to London, had they not been prevented 
by the bad ſtate of Sift Benjamin's health, 
which totally incapacitated him from under- 
taking the journey. 

Barville Caſtle, it likewiſe informed him, 
he had vilited ; but found it deſerted, ex- 
cept by an old woman, who, with her huſ— 
band, whom he ſaw not, were left to take 
care of it: conſequentiy the explanation he 
ſo much wiſhed to take place between Sir 


Benjamin and his fon, was for that time 


prevented, and no ſatisfactory intelligence 
of Mary-Jane to be obtained. 


Henry was extremely grieved to find 
that 
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that he had been for ſuch a length of time 


it conſined with ſickneſs in an inn in Wales, 
d and his father within a few miles of the ſpot 
t- without his knowing it. He immediately 
„ wrote a letter to him, in which he informed 


1, him of every thing that had happened fince - 
le they laſt parted, aſſured him that he was 


it W then quite recovered from his illneſs, and 
d that he ſhould continue in London: but to 
a MW put the law in force againſt Barville, to 


oblige him to confeſs how he had diſpoſed 
of Mary Jane, when he would join him 
at Rook- dale Abbey. 


Henry, having ſent his letter, and taken 
ſome refreſhment, left the hotel to call at 
Barville's houſe, to learn if he was, or had 
been in town fince he ſaw him. In his road 
he met Plagiary, who, after expreſſing his 
pleaſure and ſurpriſe at ſo unexpectedly: 
meeting with him, enquired if he had met 
Mary-Jane; and' before he had time to 
reply, he rejoined that he had ſeen her, 
and was in Gueſt of her. Henry was too 

T3 altonſhed 
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aſtoniſhed at what he heard immediately tore- 
ply, when Plagiary related to him his having 
beheld her at Mrs. Sourby's door, (for he it 
was that had excited her terror, as ſhe had 
miſtaken him for Barville);—that at firſt he 
| knew her not, but believed her to be one 
cf thoſe compliant females whom every 
perſon might preſume to addreſs without 
the danger of offending, from ſeeing her 
aloge and unprotected in the ſtreets at 
ſuch an hour. He then mentioned her 
alarm and ſubſequent flight; and notwith- 
ſtanding he had purſued "ber, that ſhe had 


eſcaped him, nor could he tell which road 
ſhe had taken, 


Henry, a little recovered from his ſur— 
priſe, could ſcarcely credit what he 
heard ; but the other repeating what he had 
ſaid, and perſiſting, in ſo poſitive a manner, 
that he could not have been miſtaken, he 
no longer doubted him ; when, half wild 
with joy, and fear leſt the ſhould elude 
them both, he traverſed every ſtreet through 


which 
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which Plagiary thought there was a proba- 
bility of her having proceeded, and at laſt, 


ſupported by the Peace- officers, more dead 
than alive, but a few paces from Mrs. Ship- 
ley's, they beheld her. Mary-Jane at the 
ſame time, as the lights the officers held 
made ſurrounding objects viſible, . beheld 


Henry; —he ruſhed towards her; ſhe 


ſhrieked, and fell lifeleſs into his arms. 


The men at firſt were apprehenſive of a 


reſcue, and were preparing to make a vigor- 


ous defence, until one of them, who knew 


Henry, and perceiving the ſituation to 
which Mary-Jane was reduced, prevailed 
upon the others to reconduct her to Mrs. 
Sbipley's. 9 


To Mrs. Shipley's was ſhe again con- 
veyed, where Henry ſoon learned of that 
good woman what had ſo recently paſſed, 


and by the officers that the warrant had 


been iſſued to apprehend her by a Mr. 
Nugent, in conſequence. of his fon having 
1 been 
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been miſſing ſome months; and that the 
ring the lady had given to the coachman, 


when unable to pay his demand, he would 


make oath his ſon had upon his finger when 
laſt he ſaw him. 


« Mary-Jane ſuſpected of having com- 
mitted a murder!“ exclaimed Henry; pre- 
poſterous ! My poor girl, when will her per- 


ſecutions be at an end) How fortunate it 


was I met her Inhuman men, could not the 
firſt ſight of her angelic countenance, where, 
by the hand of Providence, innocence is fo 
legibly depicted, convince you of your 
error, convince you how erroneous were 
your ſuſpicions?” 

« How came the ring in her poſſeſſion ?“ 
exclaimed one of the officers. © Anſwer 


me that, and I "ſhall be ſatisfied ſhe is 
guiltleſs,” 


«© No doubt,“ faid Denys « but the. 


will well account for it.“ 


He now redoubled his attention towards 
her, 
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her, which, in conjunction with Mrs. Sbhip- 


I:y's, quickly revived her, when again her 
eyes reſted upon Henry, and again ſhe funk | 


into his arms in tranſports unutterable. 


Henry, om her becoming ſufficiently 


compoſed, which his preſence greatly acce- 


lerated, adverted to the ring, when ſhe 


related to them minutely the manner in 


which ſhe had obtained it. 


They ſhuddered as they liſtened to the 
horrid tale, and not one of them but was 
thoroughly ſatisfied of the truth of what ſhe 
had uttered. When ſhe had fimiled; one 
of them, addreſſing himſelf to Henry, told 
him, that notwithſtanding they were ſo 
well ſatisfied of her being innocent, they 


muſt ſtill detain her as their priſoner ; but 


adviſed that immediate application ſhould 


be made to Mr. Nugent, as by his means 


her liberty might be loon procured, 


To this meaſure Henry conſented; 4 
5 hackney- 


h 1 

4 My, ? ; / 
e 
1 > . 
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hackney- coach was inſtantly called, in 
which he, with Mary-Jane and two of the 
officers, were ſhortly after conveyed to Mr. 
Nugent's. Plagiary declined accompany- 
ing them, judging he could be no longer 
ſerviceable, and that Mary-Jane with 
Henry, was NY lan 


To 1 the Wir of the cauſe of 


e 
Mary- Jane's apprehenſion, as betore de- 2 
ſcribed, we have only to obſerve that the 80 
coachman, as ſoon as ſhe had given him 8 
the ring, took it to a pawnbroker, deter- * 

- mined to get only his fare, two ſhillings and f 
ſix-pence, upon it; and in caſe the perſon ; 


from whom he had it ſhould demand it of 

him again, to give her the duplicate, as the 

intereſt of the pledge he conceived ſhe had 
an undoubted right to diſcharge. _ 


The pavnbroker to whom he took it, had 
fold the ring to Mr. Nugent, about two 
years before, for thirty-five guineas; he 
knew it again immediately, and judging 

by 
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by the trifle he would have taken on it, 
that he came not honeſtly by it, had him 
taken into cuſtody, and ſent for Mr. Nugent, 
who confirmed his ſuſpicions, when proper 
means were taken to ſecure the perfon from 
whom he had received it. 1 


The coachman, with the officers who 


were ſent in queſt of Mary-Jane, gained . 


fight of her as ſhe haſtened from Mrs. 
Sourby's door, and followed her to Mrs. 
Shipley's; they waited there for ſome time, 
expecting her to come out again, but 
finding ſhe did not, they entered, as before 
related. GS Sf 


1 6 CHAPs 
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CHAP. XIII. 


The happy Mceliug. 


' 
j 


Ox their arrival at Mr. Nugent's, they 
were preſently conducted into the parlour, 
where, with two other gentlemen, Mr. 
Nugent was ſeated, who aroſe as they en- 
| tered, and Mr. Nugent diſcovered great ſur- 

priſe when one of the officers informed 
him that Mary-Jane was the perſon againſt 
whom the warrant had been iſſued. Henry 
led her to a chair, when, at his requeit, 
ſhe recapitulated what had occurred to her 


at Barville Caſtle, by which the ring had 
come into her poſſeſſion, 


Mr. 


* 
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Mr. Nogent likened attentively until ſhe 
had concluded her narration, when he ex- 
preſſed his regret at the vexation that, by 
his means, ſhe had been ſubject to; and 
though greatly agitated, he rejoined—. 
% Barvyiile, the inhuman Barville, I am 
afraid, has murdered my poor boy; and 
Providence, no doubt, rendered you the 
inſtrument to bring this. dark affair ta 
light, that the culprit may be brought to 
juſtice !—Inhuman, ſanguinary monſter |— 
Oh My Poo! boy!“ 


One of the gentlemen who was with Mr. 
Nugent when Mary-Jane and Henry ar- 
rived, now enquired if the perſon alluded 


to was the ſon of Sir Berjamin Barville, 
of Somerſetſhire ? 


Henry anſwered him in the affirmative. 
He ſeemed more grieved than ſurpriſed at 
this information; then exclauned—* I knew 
his brother well, Lieutenant Barville ; and 
have often made enquiries, but could 


5 never 
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never learn the fate of that good young 
man; he was my moſt intimate friend.” 
ce J believe I can inform you,” ſaid 
Henry; “ he was loſt in his paſſage to 
the Weſt-Indies, about twenty years ago.” 
« So many imagine,” he replied, © but 
I know to the contrary, It was his in- 
tention to embark with his regiment for 
the Weſt-Indies, who, about the time you 
mentioned, were all loſt in their paſſage; 
but his wife, the daughter of a Mrs. 
smith, whom he married but a few months 
before, was ſuddenly taken ill, and being 
at the ſame time far advanced in her 
pregnancy, it induced him to part with 
his commiſſion, as ſhe was by no means 
in a ſituation, but at the extreme hazard 
of her life, to make ſuch a voyage. His 
father was ſo enraged, in conſequence of 
his marrying a woman with no fortune, 
that he never could be prevatled upon to 
ſee him afterwards. Poor Barville, fearful 
that his continuance in England might in- 
cenſe him {tyl more, and totally prevent 
| a recon- 
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a reconciliation, to conceal it from his know- 
ledge, aſſumed the name of Romley. Nei- 
ther his brother, whom he conſidered as his 
beſt friend, nor any of his relatives, ever knew 
but that he ſhared in the ſame unhappy 
fate as the regiment to which he formerly 
belonged. I never {aw him after this, though 
received a letter, in which he acquainted 
me with the particulars of what I have now 
related, juſt as I was on the point of making 
a voyage to the Eaſt- Indies, and which I 
anfwered but a few hours ere [ quitted 
England“ h 
Henry was rivetted to his chair with 
wonder and amazement. Mary-Jane was 
ſo much overcome that, but for the timely 
aſſiſtance of Mr, Nugent, who rung the 
bell, and ordered the ſervant to give her a 
glaſs of water, ſhe would have fainted. 
Henry, on perceiving her a little revived, 
advanced to the gentleman that had occa- 
ſioned theſe painful emotions, and exclaimed 


—* Tour 
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'—* Your name, I preſume, Sir, is Stamp- 


ford?“ 4 Wo 
« Stampford,” he replied,” © is my 
name.” 


- 


* Merciful Providence!” tremulouſly 
ejaculated Mary-Jane, „then muſt the 
hardened wretch, the author of our ſuffer- 
1ngs, be my uncle!“ f 


The other gentleman, who fortunately 
was the magiſtrate that had iſſued the war- 
rant to apprehend Mary- Jane, finding the 
converſation grow extremely intereſting, 
deſired the Peace-officers to withdraw, 
telling them he was perfectly ſatisfied with 


he had no further occaſion for them. 
They immediately retired; when Henry 
adviſed Mary-Jane for a ſhort time to 
withdraw into the next room, fearing what 
he was about to make known to Mr. Stamp— 
ford might too much affect her. Mr. 
Nugent again rung the bell, and deſired 
Mrs. 


what they had done, and that at preſent 


to hi 


the a 
Mr. 
relat 
he | 
ſpec 
Ber 
ou 
mi 


he 
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Mrs. Powe], his houſekeeper, might be (ent 
to him, by whom Mary-Jane was led into 
the adjoining apartment, when Henry gave 
Mr. Stampford a full detail of every thing 
relative to Mary-Jane, and likewiſe what 
he had learned by his father's letters, re- 
ſpecting his viſit, with Northcote, to Sir 
Benjamin Barville, and of their ſubſequent 
journey into Wales, where, with Sir Benja- 
min, they {till remained. 


Stampford was affected even to tears as 
he heard of the melancholy end of his 
friend and his amiable conſort. Poor 
Nugent was too much diſtreſſed, as his 
thoughts reverted to his fon, to pay much 
attention to their diſcourſe; while Mr. 
Lumley, the magiſtrate, was transfixed to 
his ſeat with horror and ſurpriſe his coun- 
tenance fluſhed with honeſt indignation 
againſt the diabolical wretch, the author of 
their miſery, whoſe villany he could trace 
through every ſcene, and felt that the death 


of 


186 MARY-JANE, 


of Nugent was not the only murder he 
in 
had to anſwer for. | ; Gl 
; | h1 
Stampford's voyage to the Eaſt Indies is 
had been occaſioned by a near relation of 1 
his having died there, and bequeathed to i 
him the chief part of what he had poſſeſſed, F 
which was ſomething conſiderable, and which t 


circumſtances rendered it neceſſary he ſhould 

be there in perſon to receive; where having 
arrived, he foon ſettled matters agreeably 

to his wiſhes, and finding he could increaſe 

his fortune much better where he was, 

than he could hope or expect to do in 

England, continued there for better than 

fifteen years, when, with the rich earnings 

of his induſtry, he returned to his native 
land, and almoſt the firſt perſon he waited 

upon was the brother of his deceaſed friend, 
Lieutenant Barville, to make enquiries 

reſpecting him; when that honeſt gentleman, 
with the utmoſt ſang froid, acquainted him 
of his having periſhed in his paſſage to the 

Weſt-Indies. He did not undeceive him; 

and 
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and learning alſo that his father, who was 
in the ſame error, had never been recon- 
ciled to him, he ventured not to undeceive 
him either. Of theſe particulars he now in- 
formed Henry; and that notwithſtanding 
he had tried every effort to get intelligence 
of his friend, he could never learn any thing 
of him, and until the preſent moment, was 
totally ignorant of what had befallen him. 


Henry ſoon after expreſſed a wilh to 
begin his journey to Rook-dale Abbey, if 
Mary- Jane's health and ſpirits would admit 
of it, early on the following morning, when 
Stampford, who now felt extremely anxious 
to make every thing he knew reſpeCting 
Lieutenant Barville known to his father, re- 
queſted permiſhon to 'accompany them, 
which was with pleaſure granted by Henry, 
until which time Mr. Nugent begged they 
would continue with him. This kind offer 
likewiſe Henry gratcfully accepted. Stamp- 
ford, however, politely declined it, and ſoon 
after departed, firſt telling Henry he would 
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ſce him early on the next day, and be * 
to attend him into Wales whenever it was 
convenient for him to begin the journey. 
Mary-Jane now made her appearance, 
when Mr. Lumley took his leave, promiſ- 
ing to return again on the following day, 


when he would take every neceſſary ſtep for 
the apprehenſion of Barville. 


an * 


In vain were Henry's endeavours to con- 
ſole Mr. Nugent, and detach his thoughts 
from the horrid cataſtrophe on which they 
ſeemed fixed. Mary-Jane, though Henry 
was beſide her, fruitleſſly ſtruggled to baniſh 
her recent calamities from her mind; | 
learn that Barville, a murderer, was her 
uncle, ſhocked her too much, and cauſed 
ſuch unpleaſant ſenſations in her boſom as 
were not eaſily to be overcome. 


- 


Henry mentioned to her his intention, if 


ſhe were well enough, to ſet off on the ſuc- 


cceding day for Wales, to join his father, 
IO 


„ a 0 
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To this Mary-Jane cheerfully aſſented, and 
being apprized of Mr, Nugent's polite re- 


queſt, that till then they would continue 
with him, ſhe was foon after ſhewn to her 
room by Mrs. Fowel. Henry and Mr. 


Nugent followed her example; when the 
latter exprefſed a wiſh that he might find 
them both better in health and ſpirits in 
the morning, though the milery that rankled 
in his own breaſt he felt could not be fo 
ſuddenly alleviated. 


Mary-Jane felt ſo anxious once more to 
embrace her earlieſt benefactor, that as ſhe 
entered the breakfaſt- room on the following 


morning, where Henry and Mr. Nugent were 
waiting for her, ſhe declared herſelf fo much 


refreſhed by her night's reſt, that their jour- 
ney into Wales needed not be Procraflinated 
a moment on her! account. 


Henry was overjoyed at the alteration he 
theld in her; and ,poor Nugent, whoſe 
pallid countenance evinced hin to have 
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190 MARY-JANE, 


paſſed the night in anguiſh and unavailing 
regret, congratulated her on the 1mprove- 
ment of her health, 


Mr. Stampford ſoon after joined them, 
when Henry informed him of his intention 
of ſctting off for Wales as ſoon as poſſible. 


Stampford ſaid he was quite ready to 


_ accompany him, and propoſed, which was 
gladly accepted, that his carriage, with poſt- 


horſes after the firſt ſtage, might convey | 


them, it being more commodious and plea» 
ſant than a poſt-chalſe, which Henry was 
about to requeſt Mr. Nugent would order 
his {ervant to procure for him. | 


Matters being thus ſettled, in about an 
Hour the carriage drove to the door; two 
ſervants on horleback attended it, and a 


third was ſent forward to order relays of 
horſes :—they then bade adieu to their diſ- 


conſolate hoft, in whoſe ſorros they ſin- 
cerely ſympathized, and began their j journey, 


They N 
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The reached N ew bury the firſt day, where 
they paſſed the night, and on the ſucceed- 
ing evening entered Briſtol; continued 
there until the next morning, when they 
croſſed the New Paſſage, and about mid- day 
arrived at the inn Henry had left but a few 
days before, diſtant ten miles from Barvil! 
Caſtle, and not more than fifteen from 
Rook-dale Abbey. 


Here Henry wrote a few lines to his 
father, to prepare him for their reception, 
that they might not ſurpriſe him too much 
by their unexpected appearance. This one 
of the ſervants ſet forward with, while they 
proceeded flowly after him. 


At length the carriage- ſtopped at the 
Abbey. Radmill and Northcote were at 
the door to receive them. Radmill, over- 
come with . joyful emotions as Mary-Jane 
_ deſcended from the carriage, caught her in 
his arms.— Oh my child! my child!” he 
exclaimed, © have I again found you, and 
| - a at 
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192 MARY-JANE, 


at a time fo unexpected? I ſhall now die 


in peace; my grey hairs will not deſcend 


to the grave with forrow now you are once 


** 


more reſtored to me! 


Mary-Jane, whoſe tears could no longer 


be reſtrained, at laſt exchimed—* Oh my 
more than father i my friend! my revered be- 


ncfator! how ſhall I repay your goodnels? 


Your Mary-Jane is happy; all her troubles 


are immerſed in the blils this) Joyous mect- 


ing affords ber i: 


Northcote now claimed her attention, as 


did Henry, Radmill's, Northcote had re- 


viewed her with delight; all ſuſpicion, that 


| ſhe had voluntarily fled with Barville, eva- 
Porated as he fixed his eyes upon her 
lovely and intelligent features; a tear gliſ- 

. 5 . 

tened in his eye as he welcomed her _ 


while Mary- Jane, now conſcious that 1 
kim ſhe beheld her grandfather, Nc 
too agitated 0 MOV: He took her 


hand, 


6 
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hand, and led her in. Radmill in the 
interim was engaged with Henry. 


«© My dear boy,” exclaimed the affec- 
tionate old man, what anxiety have I not 
endured on your account! But I am happy 
now,” he rejoined, as he reclined his head 

over his ſhoulder, and wept; “thank God 
I am happy, for my children are again 
reſtored to me!“ | 

« May you long, very long continue ſo!“ 
replied Henry; „ may no earthly care 
ever again conſpire to make yy” other- 
wiſe!“ 


Henry now introduced Mr. Stampford, 
who, amidſt the general joy, had been almoſt 
unnoticed. Radmill ſtarted as he heard 
the name, but forebore at that time to 
aſk any queſtions, and they followed Mary- 
Jane and Northcote into the houſe. 


The fervour of joy having ſubſided, and 
VOL. 11, K heaven- 
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194 MARY-JANE, 


heaven-born tranquillity diffuſed itſelf among 
them, Mary-Jane related every thing that 
had happened to her ſince her cruel ſepa- 
ration. Horror, deteſtation, ſurpriſe, and 


joy alternately poſſeſſed her auditors ; but 


when Stampford cleared the myſtery, which 
proved. Mary-Jane to be the child of that 
daughter Northcote had ſo long lamented, 
words are inadequate to deſcribe his emo- 
tions : he trembled, gaſped for breath, re- 


ſpiration was impeded; Mary-Jane dropped 


on her knees, and ſeized his hand, which ſhe 


bathed with her tears. 


* Tt muſt be ſo!” he at laſt faintly arti- 
culated as he raiſed her up; * the affec- 
tion J have ever felt for thee Igads me not 
to doubt it! I have that within which tells 
me I am thy grandfather! Mayſt thou 


meet a happier lot than thy mother's! for 


though good and amiable, yet could ſhe 
not eſcape the iron fang of miſery.” 


Henry, on Northcote and Mary- Jane 
7 becoming 


at! 


MARY-JANE. 195 
becoming more compoſed, enquired for 
Sir Benjamin Barville, whom he had not yet 
ſeen, and was informed by his father that 
he was ſo extremely ill, that he had not 
quitted his bed for many days; that he had 
been inſenſible ſome time, and for the laſt 


twelve hours they had expected that every 


moment would be his laſt.— His daugh- 
ter, he continued, «© and Mrs. Mowbray, 


with the phyſician, are now with him; and 
a ſhort time ere you arrived, I enquired 


how he was, and was anſwered that they 


believed he was dying. Heaven, in com- 
paſſion, wall not permit him to hear of the 
atrocities of his ſon, but will ſnatch him 
to the realms of bliſs, to give him that 
reward. his exemplary life has merited. 


XK 2 


yy = 
= . —— Ea 
== Cones = Ge ESE 
— _ FF — — — — — 
A r i pn i Inn Fo 2 £ 
= = oat 8 2 * 5 - 
— — —— x Z—— —— — — 
— —_— — = IST — — = 
a= - BI nn I EIT 2 = = TSS 


196 MARX- JAR E. 


15 CHAP. XIV. 
The Funeral, and the Suicide. 


MARV. JANE, who had never ſeen Sir 
Benjamin Barville, buoyed herſelf with the 
hope that he was not ſo near his end as the 
phyſician imagined ; ſhe felt extremely 
anxious for his recovery, and by him to be 


acknowledged as his grandchild: therefore it 


redoubled the ſhock ſhe received, when, as 
ſhe deſcended the ſtairs on the following 
morning, ſhe was informed by Mrs. Mow- 


bray that Sir Benjamin had breathed his 
laſt, 


Mrs. Barville was with him when he 
5 expired; 


11 
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expired; and though for ſome time his 
death had been an event hourly to be ex- 
pected, yet, when it took place, and ſhe 
ſaw her beſt and almoſt her only friend taken 
from her, ſhe became nearly diſtracted. 
Mrs. Mowbray and the phyſician, who were 
preſent, hurried her from the melancholy 
apartment into her own, where for a conſi- 
derable'time ſhe remained inſenſible to every 
thing that was paſſing around her; at Jaſt 
the unremitted attention of Mrs. Mowbray 
arouſed her from the torpor of- grief into 
which ſhe had fallen. With the moſt per- 
ſuaſive arguments ſhe then urged her to be 
compoled; for her children's ſake not thus 
to endanger her health by yielding to the 
unavailing deſpondency of woe, Her words 
produced a right effect; the mention of her 


children recalled her flitting ſpirits, and ſhe 


{trove to become reſigned, 


It was Radmill's intention on the preced- 
ing evening, if he found Sir Benjamin better 
in the morning, with Mary-Jane, Northcote, 
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198 MARY-JANT, 


and Henry, to ſeek the reſidence of Mrs, 
Melworth, and return her his thanks for 
her former kindneſs towards Mary- Jane ; 


but this was now entirely ſet aſide: penſive 


melancholy took poſſeſſion of each perſon 
in the Abbey, and they agreed to paſs the 
time by themſelves until the laſt rites had 


been adminiſtered to their deceaſed friend. 


* 


On the ſeventh day from Sir Benjamin's 


death, the neceſſary arrangements having 
been made for his removal into Somerſet- 


ſhire, where he was to be interred, Mrs. 
Barville, Mary-Jane, Radmill, and Henry, 
in one coach, Northcote, Stampford, atid 
Mrs. Mowbray, in the other, followed the 
hearſe, until in due time they arrived at the 


late reſidence of the deceaſed; and on the 
ſucceeding day his remains were conſigned 
to the ſilent grave, regretted and lamented 


by all who had known him. 


The next day the will was read. The 


| whole of what Str Benjamin had to bequeath 


did 


th. 
di- 


MARY-JANE., 199 
did not exceed five thouſand pounds, one 
thouſand of which he left equally to be 
divided among thoſe faithful domeſtics who 
had grown grey in his ſervice; and the re- 
maining four equally among Mrs, Barville's 
children, which Mrs. Barville, however, was 


to enjoy until they became of * 


The title, with an eſtate of about three 
thouſand pounds a-year, deſcended to his 
Fon, in which his reſidence i in Somerletthire 
was included, Ws 

A few days afier the interment of Sir 
Benjamin, Henry received a letter from 
Mr. Nugent, to whom he had previouſly 
written, to inform him of Sir Benjamin's 
death, and of his removal from Rook-dale 
Abbey in conſequence. This letter from 
Mr. Nugent acquainted him that, though. 
they had not been able as yet to detect Bar- 
ville, now Sir Francis, they had apprehended 
his ſervant and accomplice, Rowland, who, 
to fave his own life, had turned evidence 
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200 MARY -JANE. 


againſt his maſter, and divulged ſuch dite 
atrocities, by him committed, as human 


nature muſt ſhudder to hear repeated. It 8 


concluded with an earneſt deſire to ſee 
Henry in town, when he ſhould know more 
of the affair, by which time he truſted the 
fiend who had as yet eluded their vigilance, 
would be in the hands of a 


Henry the next morning ſet out for Lon- 
a don, and arrived at Mr. Nugent's the ſame 
evening, where he learned the following par- 
ticulars, which the confeſſion of Rowland 
enabled Mr. Nugent to relate to him. 


2 Rowland,“ he began, was formerly in 
the ſervice of Sir Benjamin Barville, where 
ſoon diſcovering the vicious and ungovern- 
able. propenſities of his young males: he, 
by aiding him in his licentious purſuits, 
rendered himſelf ſo uſeful to him, that the 
other, finding his heart to be as depraved 
as his own, made it worth his while to 

continue 
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continue faithful to bim: in ſhort, he at 
laſt became ſo well convinced that Rowland 
would never betray him, that he ſeldom 
proceeded upon any nefarious undertaking 
without having firſt obtained his advice 
and promiſe of aſſiſtance, | 

« Barville had often regretted to his 
iniquitous agent that he had a brother older 
than himſelf, and one who not only would, 
at his father's deceaſe, enjoy his title and 
the major part of his property, but who, 
likewiſe, during his life, in the indulgence 
he received, checked that liberality Sir 
Benjamin might otherwiſe extend towards 
himſelf. For the latter grievance Row- 


land confeſſed he had told him that - he” 


thought he had found a remedy, which 
was, if poſſible, to ruin him in his father's 
eſteem, the conſequence of which muſt be 
that Sir Benjamin would be more limited 
in thoſe indulgences which gave him ſo 
much uneaſineſs; and at his deceaſe, in 
all probability, the eſtate, which muſt de- 
volve to him that inherited the title, would 
be all that he would receive, and of which: 
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202 MARY- JANE. 


it was not in the power of their efforts to 
deprive him. 
« This unprincipled advice pleaſed bim 


too well; but the uninpeachable conduct of 
his brother for ſome time rendered every 


contrivance to injure him abortive until 
his unfortunate marriage, when his ſucceſs 
in deceiving both his father and brother, 
you, Mr. Radmill, are already apprized of : 
therefore I ſhall only obſerve that it was 
with infinite pleaſure Barville heard that 


the ſhip, in which his brother ſailed for 


the Weſt-Indies, was loſt at fea, and that 
all on board had periſhed. It was now 
that he deemed himſelf ſecure from ever 
baving his treachery in this reſpect dif- 


covered, and of inheriting hereafter his 


father's title and property; for neither him- 
felf nor Rowland, to this day, know aught 
to the contrary but that the elder Barville, 
as was reported, found a watery grave.” 


Mr. Nugent next enumerated a number 


of their atrocities ;—the villany he had 
end cavour ed 


6 
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endeavoured to practiſe on the daughter of, 
Mr. Knightley; his marriage, and ſubſequent 
behaviour to Mrs. Barville; the ſeduction 
of Mrs. Selworth, together with a long lift 
of et ceteras which were committed ere Mrs. 
Melworth and her daughter were invited to 


ſhelter themſelves, from the fall of a heavy 
ſhower of rain in Barville Caſtle, which we: 


ſhall now paſs over, and mention the par- 
ticulars of that affair, as acknowledged by 
Rowland, 


« Barville, ſtruck with the beauty and 
elegant accompliſhments,” continued Mr. 
Nugent, „ of Matilda Melworth, to whom 
my fon was betrothed, determined, if poſſi- 
ble, to induce her to fly the protection of 


her mother, and to live with him; but 


ſoon found, in the ſhort time they were 
acquainted, his vile arts with this lovely 
girl would never ſucceed. He had been. 
ſtudying for many days what treachery he: 
could adopt to get her into his power,, 
When he met Matilda in her evening walk, 
K 6 unaccom- 
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unaccompanied by her mother the evening 


being fine, he prevailed upon her to extend 


| her walk as far as the Caſtle, obſerving, 
that as her mother was not with her, he 
would eſcort her back in his carriage. Poor 
Matilda ſuſpected not the viper's diabolical 
intention, and being fond of walking, com- 
plied. They ſoon after entered the Caſtle, 
where they had been but a ſhort time 
when he inſulted her ears with his odious 


paſſion, which, on Matilda's refufing to 


liſten to, he proceeded to take ſome un- 


warrantable liberties with her perſon. Ma- 


tilda, terrified, would have fled; but he pre- 
vented her, and continued his indecent free- 
doms. My ſon, who was on his journey 
into Wales to make her a viſit, at this 
time was within a ſhort diſtance of the 
Caſtle, He had deſcried Matilda with Bar- 
ville; he haſtened towards them, but ere 
he could reach them, he ſaw them enter 
the Caſtle together, which, when he had 
gained, the door being open, he diſtinctly 
beard her ſhrieks and entreaties. He in an 
| inſtant 


inſta 


the 


men 


doo: 
the 


and 


ven 
int. 
„h 


pe 


inſtant ſprung from bis horſe, ruſhed into 
the houſe, and at laſt reached the apart- 
ment in which they were, burſt open the 
door, and entered. Barville, aſtoniſhed at 
the intruſion, releaſed Matilda from his graſp, 
and flew to his ſword. Unfortunately, my 
poor boy was unarmed; yet it did not pre- 
vent him from ruſhing towards him with an 
intent to wrench the weapon from his hand, 
when Rowland, who had followed him un- 
perceived, ſeized him by the arms as he 
advanced. Barville at the ſame moment 
cut him acroſs the face with ſuch violence 
as to ſeparate the under jaw from his head, 
and then, with a deadly thruſt, pierced him 
to the heart. Matilda, during this horrid. 
tranſaction, fled; they purſued her, but 
could no where diſcover her.“ 


Henry, who had before heard from Mary- 
Jane what Mrs. Melworth had related to 
her reſpecting this horrid tranſaction, rightly 
concluded that Matilda had found means 
to ſecrete herſelt in the Caſtle, as ſhe arrived 
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not at her mother's until the following even: 
ing, which accounted likewiſe for their not 
being able to diſcover her, as had ſhe taken 


the direct road home, they muſt We 
have overtaken her. 


Diſappointed, and ſtruck with horror 
at the deed they had committed, they at 
length returned, ſummoned fortitude to 
remove the body they had ſo inhumanly 
mutilated and deprived of life, into the 
uninhabitable part of the Caſtle; they then, 
having, with the utmoſt, celerity, arranged 
every thing for their departure, on the: 

wings of guilt and fear again ſet off for 
London. 

« All this was the work of a few kms 5 
and being executed with ſuch ſecrecy and 
diſpatch, not a ſoul beſides themſelves, that 
were then within the Caſtle, was privy to 
It. ä | 

„For many weeks after their arrival in 
London, they remained in hourly, expecta- 
tion of being apprehended ; time, however, 
ſubdued 


ſubdued their fear, and Mary-Jane had 
nearly fallen another victim to increaſe their 
catalogue of crimes. 

« Of what remains, Mr. Radmill, of 
Rowland's confeſſion, you are already ac- 
quainted with, except that what Barville 
beheld in Mary-Jane's apartment, when 
called there by the ſcreams of Mabel, in 


Barville Caſtle, immediately occurred to 


him muſt have been dropped in the removal 


of the body ſome months before; though 


how it came there he could by no means 
account for. Much alarmed leſt the mur- 
der of my boy ſhould be brought to light 
in conſequence, he ſought Rowland, who 
urged that a ſecond murder was become 


%. 


abſolutely neceſſary, if they hoped to con- 


_ ceal the firſt. 


« To this, however, Barville ſtrongly 
objected; and having, with Rowland, re- 


moved what had given rife to this diabolical 5 


advice, they paſſed the night in fruitleſſiy 
deviſing what elſe might be adopted to 
went a diſcovery of their villany. 
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The next day, the day on which they 
paſſed you, when you were concealed be— 
hind a fragment of the ruin, having come 
to no concluſion, this was ſtill the ſubject 
of their difcourſe, when Barville ſucceeded 
in convincing Rowland that it Mary-Jane 
could be induced to a voluntary continu- 
ance with him, their ſecret would be ſafe; 
and that it would be more eaſy to reconcile 
her to this after he bad brutally ferced her 
to his bed, than by the infinuating arts of 


ſeduction, in which he was well practiſed, 


but which he knew her to be proof againſt: 
theretore they ſoon after ſeparated, Barville 
determined that but a ſhort time ſhould 
elapſe ere he would proceed to extremities, 
e The third night ſrom this he was pro- 
ceeding to accompliſh his purpoſe, when 
the miniature, which hung by a ribbon 
from the neck of Mary-Jane, again con- 
vulſed him with fear, and retarded his pur— 
pole, This had been a preſent from him- 
ſelf to his brother, ſoon after hy became ac- 
quainted with his marriage ; for the better 
to 
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to deceive him into a belief that he was 
uſing his utmoſt endeavours to reconcile his 
father to him, he loaded him with preſents, 
and among others, having engaged an artiſt 
to take their likeneſſes, had preſented them 
to his brother. This picture, therefore, 
which he diſcovered ſuſpended from the 
neck of Mary- Jane, filled him with name- 
leſs horrors, and the replies of Mary-Jane 
to his queſtions convinced him that ſhe was 
his niece. Something like compunction 
ſtruck upon bis heart as he hurried from the 
apartment: however it was but of ſhort 
duration; ſomething whiſpered him his bro- 
ther might be ſtill living, and would ſome 
day or other call him to a ſevere account 
for his inhuman conduct to his child. He 
haſtened back again to her apartment to 
interrogate her further on the ſubject, when 
he diſcovered the door through which ſhe 
had paſſed with an intent to eſcape from 
the Caſtle. Conviction now flaſhed upon 
his mind that ſhe had before explored the 
parts to which it led, and had beheld what 
he 
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« The next day, the day on which they 
paſſed you, when you were concealed be- 
hind a fragment of the ruin, having come 
to no concluſion, this was ſtill the ſubject 
of their diſcourſe, when Barville ſucceeded 
in convincing Rowland that it Mary-Jane 
could be induced to a voluntary continu- 
ance with him, their ſecret would be ſafe; 
and that it would be more eaſy to reconcile 
her to this after he bad brutally forced her 
to his bed, than by the inſinuating arts of 
ſeduction, in which he was well practiſed, 
but which he knew her to be proof againſt : 
therefore they ſoon after ſeparated, Barville 
determined that but a ſhort time ſhould 
elapſe ere he would proceed to extremities. 

*The third night from this he was pro- 
ceeding to accompliſh his purpoſe, when 
the miniature, which hung by a ribbon 
from the neck of Mary-Jane, again con- 


vulſed him with fear, and retarded his pur- 
poſe. This had been a preſent from him- 


ſelf to his brother, ſoon after hy became ac- 
quainted with his marriage; for the better 
to 
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to deceive him into a belief that he was 
uſing his utmoſt endeavours to reconcile his 
father to him, he loaded him with preſents, 
and among others, having engaged an artiſt 
to take their likeneſſes, had preſented them 
to his brother. This picture, therefore, 
which he diſcovered ſuſpended from the 
neck of Mary-Jane, filled him with name- 
leſs horrors, and the replies of Mary-Jane 
to his queſtions convinced him that ſhe was 
his niece. Something like compunction 
ſtruck upon bis heart as he hurried from the 
apartment: however it was but of ſhort 
duration; ſomething whiſpered him his bro- 


ther might be ſtill living, and would ſome 


day or other call him to a ſevere account 


for his inhuman conduct to his child. He 


haſtened back again to her apartment to 


interrogate her further on the ſubject, when 


he diſcovered the door through which ſhe 
had paſſed with an intent to eſcape from 
the Caſtle. Conviction now flaſhed upon 
his mind that ſhe had before explored the 
parts to which it led, and had beheld what 
ER 
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he hoped would have for ever remained 
concealed from every eye;—wrought to a 


pitch of deſperation, he ruſhed after her, 


at laſt diſcovered her, and would have 
facrificed her but for your el Interfer- 
ence, 

„ Barville knew you at firſt fight; = on 
| his eſcaping you, ſoon informed Rowland 
of what had happened. Your death was 
then determined on; every part of the ruin 
they fruitleflly examined to diſcover you; 
at- length, - being quite wearied in their 


ſearch, and at the ſame time convinced that 


you had not only effected your own eſcape, 
but Mary-Jane's alſo, and judging you 
would ſoon return, properly attended, to 
ſecure them, their only ſafety was in a 
ſpeedy flight; therefore they left the Caſtle, 
as old Martha informed you, and contrived, 
about the middle of the ſecond night from 
their departure, to reach Barville's reſidence 
in Pall-Mall, which yeſterday underwent a 
minute ſearch, when Rowland only was de- 
tected, who affirmed that his maſter was ſtill 


within 
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within the houſe, though every ende vour 
was vainly uſed to diſcover him.“ 


We have omitted mentioning the agita- 


tion of Mr. Nugent, or the breaks in con- 
ſequence that occurred in the courſe of 
this narrative, which he had hardly finiſhed 
when his ſervant entered, and acquainted 
him that a perſon requeſted permiſſion to 
ſpeak a few words with him. He was 
deſired to conduct the perſon to him, who 
proved to be one of the officers that had been 
in- queſt of Barville; when as he entered 


the room, Mr. N ugent enquired if as yet 
he had been ſucceſsful, 


Not altogether ſo,” he replied; © we 
have found him, but in a moſt terrible 
tuation; for, no doubt, being well con- 
vinced that for his umerous crimes he ſhould 
ſuffer an ignominious deatb, he has taken 
the only precaution that was left him to pre- 
vent it, and blown out his brains with a 
n 2 
Nugent 
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| this intelligence, that it was ſome time 
ere they could interrogate him further 
on the ſuhject; at length, however, they 
deſired to be informed of the particulars of 
this ſhocking cataſtrophe. 


The officer proceeded as follows: 


« Having every reaſon to believe, Gen- 
tlemen, from Rowland's confeſſion, that his 
maſter was ſtill concealed ſomewhere in 
his own houſe, we again. haſtened thither 
with an intention of commencing a ſecond 
ſearch, When we arrived there, we were 
informed by one of his ſervants of the 
horrid circumſtance I have juſt mentioned, 
and that, as Rowland informed us, he had 


which in our examination had eſcaped 
us, to which place we then aſcended with 
bim, where we beheld the deplorable object 
| extended on the floor; and having put the 
| muzzle of the piſtol, with which he had 
| | | diſpatched 


Nugent and Henry were ſo ſhocked at 


been ſecreted in a remote part of the houſe, 
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diſpatched himſelf, into his mouth, it had 
blown off the back part of his head, and 
ſcattered his brains in various parts of the 
room, rendering him a ſpectacle too ſhocking 
to deſcribe. We then left the houſe, when 
I conceived it neceſſary to call and acquaint 
you, Sir, of what had happened.” 


The officer ſoon after withdrew, Henry 
continued with Mr. Nugent two or three 
days, when he received a note from his 
father, informing him of his arrival in town; 
he then took leave of Mr. Nugent, having 
obtained a promiſe that he would foon 


make him a viſit, and haſtened to join his 
father. 
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CHAP, XV. 


A Trip to Portſmouth. 


RAPDMILL. and Narthcote had heard of 


the deplorable end of Barville ere Henry 


arrived; to him, however, they were in- 
debted for the particulars. To Lady Bar- 


ville, whom they had left in Somerſetſhire, 


they immediately wrote to apprize her of 


her huſband's death ; but as ſhe was en- 


tirely ignorant of thoſe recent circumſtances 


which had juſtly rendered him an object of 


public indignation, they did not acquaint her 


that, to avoid an ignominious death, he had 


become his own executioner; and, unleſs 


the Coroner's Jury gave their verdict fe/o de ſe, 


which 
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which would deprive Mrs. Barville and her 
children of what remained of the wreck of 
his fortune, and which muſt eventually open 
her eyes to every thing that had happened, 

they. truſted that it would ever be withheld 
from her knowledge. Vt 


The next day, therefore, it was with great 
joy they heard a verdict had been given non 
compos mentis. The day after they received 
an anſwer to their letter from Lady Barville, 
in which ſhe entreated them, being the 
only friends in her preſent emergency to 
whom ſhe could apply, to ſettle for her the 
affairs of her late huſband. 


With this requeſt Northcote and Rad- 
mill cheerfully complied. They found that 
out bf one hundred and fifty thouſand 
pounds that Barville had received with his 
wife, forty thouſand only remained, which, 
as he died inteſtate, deſcended to Mrs. 
| Barville and her children. Her preſent 
reſidence, with the ſmall eſtate attached 

to 
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to it, together with the title, was now her 
eldeſt ſon's, who they hoped would live to 
enjoy it, and, unlike his father, become a 
worthy member of ſociety. Having ſettled 
every thing that was neceſſary to be done, they 
diſpatched another letter to Lady Barville, 
to inform her of their preceedings, and con- 


_ cluded with a promiſe [pecdily 1 to viſit ner 


in Somerſetſhire. 


* 


It was with extreme pleaſure Radmill 
and Northcote beheld Henry's attachment 


to Mary-Jane, which was now become too 


apparent to eſcape their notice. Her recent 


ſeparation from him ſeemed to have created 
that paſſion in his breaſt which Northcote, 
before he knew Mary-Jane was ſo nearly 
related to him, had regretted as not likely 
to take place. To Henry, Mary-Jane had 
ſince been indebted for her life; and that he 
might become the guardian of that life he 
had preſerved, was the deareſt wiſh of his 
heart. 


They 
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They had been ſome weeks in London, 
when Stampford, who ſince their return 
had chiefly refided with them, though he 
poſſeſſed a handſome houſe in Berkley 
Square, exprefled a determination of mak- 
ing a journey to Portſmouth ; for as he knew 
the name of the perſon with whom Lieu» 
tenant Barville reſided when it was generally 
believed he embarked with his regiment. 
for the Weſt-Indies, by applying there he 
thought it probable he ſhould be able to 
learn ſome further account of what had 
befallen his regretted and deceaſed friend, 
ere Radmill reſcued him from the horrors 
of a tempeſtuous night in the public ſtreet, 
but to expire beneath his hoſpitable roof, 


| He had ſome years before written to the 
perſon on the ſubje&, but the anſwer he 
received was by no means ſatisfactory; there- 
fore he was now reſolved to recommence 
his enquiries. 

Northcote and Radmill would willingly 
vol. II. We 5 
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| have accompanied him; but as they wiſhed n 
to keep Mary-Jane entirely ignorant of Jill. 
| whatever intelligence they might obtain, Ant, 
; they at laſt conceived it would be more will 
| eligible for Mr. Stampford to perform the 
6 journey alone. 2 £3 
4 Og , . Ton 
| The day after his departure they were mil 
| apreeably ſurpriſed by Sir Watkin Beverly we 
i and his daughter Eliza making them a wh 
i viſit; the latter could not refrain from tears * 
| in the happineſs ſhe experienced in once he 
þ more beholding Mary- Jane, who was not 

| leſs delighted in finding Eliza had not for- 

q gotten thoſe reciprocal vows of friendſhip N 
that had been formerly interchanged be- ch 
| tween them. Her ſiſter Eleanor, Eliza in- hi 
} formed her, had three weeks before given h 
1 her hand to Mr. Barncombe ;—*© There- as 
| fore,” ſhe continued, “ as Sir Watkin h 
i and myſelf, now Eleanor and Mr. Barn- A 
| combe have left us, ſhall be much in want 5 
1 of ſome kind, conſiderate friends to aſſo- * 
[ ciate with, I muſt inſiſt that you ſpend 
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as much of your time with us, in Picca- 
dilly, as you can poſſibly make conveni- 
ent, and the good people of you family 
wi permit,” 


With this friendly requeſt Ana- lane 

readily promiſed to comply; and as Rad- 
mill and Northcote were anxious to cul- 
tivate the acquaintance of Sir Watkin, 
| whoſe open, unreſerved character they ad- 
mired, they nn to often accompany 
her. 


Plagiary frequently looked in upon them. 
Northcote, who was become ſociable and 
cheerful, was by no means diſpleaſed with 
him, or his quotations, but would laugh 
heartily at the diſputes which were now 
with renovated vigour reſumed between 
him and Radmill ; though Plagiary, when 
he found his opponent waxing warm from 
reiterated contradiction, ever, by ſome well 
introduced lines from his favourite author, - 
. ; gave 
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gave the converſation a ludicrous turn, and 


reſtored him to good-humour again. 


Mrs. Sourby, Radmill learned ſoon after 
his return to London, had ſold her houſe, 
and withdrawn from the metropolis into 
the country; therefore he could not thank 
her, as he intended, for her inhumanity in 
refuſing to admit Mary- Jane into her houſe. 
The thouſand pounds ſhe had borrowed of 


Henry he intended not to trouble her for; 
his benevolent heart ſo far ſuperſeded his 


reſentment, that on Henry giving it as 
his decided opinion that neceſſity had 


obliged her to deceive him, he freely forgave 
her the debt, though the unfeeling conduct 


ſhe had adopted towards Mary-Jane he 


could by no means think of with ſo much 


indifference. 


The money which was duc on Henry's 
note, he tranſmitted to Mr. Sackworth almoſt 
as ſoon as he arrived in town. 


We 


hs 8 
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Me will now leave them happily together, 
and follow Mr. Stampford to Portſmouth, 
where, on his arrival, he repaired to the 


houſe of a Mrs. Clarke, the perſon with 
whom his deceaſed friend had reſided, and 


on enquiry found it to be occupied by the 


ſame woman ſti!l;—he ſoon diſcloſed to her 
the purport of his viſit, when ſhe related to 


him the following account. 


e Lieutenant Romley,” ſaid ſhe, “and 


his wife were my lodgers for better than a 
twelvemonth, during which time Mrs. Rom- 
jey was ſafely: delivered of a fine girl. Soon 


after this Mr. Romley was taken extremely 
ill, owing to his having caught a violent 
cold, in conſequence of his ruſhing into the 
water one evening to reſcue ſome poor ſouls 


with whom the boat in which they were, 
had upſet, and but for his timely aſſiſtance, 


and a few others urged by his example, they 
had all been drowned. The Lieutenant, 
| however, was never well afterwards, The 
doctors that attended him ſaid the complaint 
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had ſettled upon his lungs; and after they 
had tried every remedy in vain to remove 
it, for more than five months, they pro- 
nounced him to be in a deep decline, and 
adviſed, as they could do no more for him, 
change of air. Briſtol, I think they told 
him, was the moſt likely place to be of 
ſeryice to him; but whether he went 
there, or not, or what became of him 


after he left my houſe, which he did in 


about three weeks from the time the doctors 
bad adviſed a removal, finding himſelf get» 
ting daily worſe, I am ignorant. 

„ thought his poor wife would have 
gone diſtracted. Night after night would 


ſhe watch by his bed-fide, and though ſhe 


endeavoured to appear cheerful when with 
him, when away, and he could not hear 


her, . ſhe would cry as though her heart 


would break.—Poor heart! it uſed to grieve 


me to ſee her, —Well, your Honour, ſhe 


at laſt prevailed upon him to remove to 
London, flattered with the hope that it 
would 
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would prove beneficial to him, as to Briſtol 
he had abſolutely declared he would not 
8 OT 

% Mr. Temple, who lives in the next 
ſtreet, having ſome buſineſs in town, ſet off 
in the ſtage-coach with them: and he 
has not forgot it yet, ll warrant him; for 
about five miles on this ſide of London the 
coach was ſtopped by four highwaymen, 
who robbed them of every thing that was 
worth taking, and then left them with 
empty pockets to purſue the remainder of 
their journey,” 


Stampford, finding Mrs. Clarke could 
give him no further information, rewarded 
her for the trouble he had given her, 
and requeſted ſhe would direct him to 
the houſe of Mr. Temple, which having 
done, he luckily found that gentleman at 
home, who politely, on his mentioning his 
buſineſs, corroborated. part of what Mrs, 
Clarke had related to him, He acknow- 


L4 ledyed 
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ledged going to London about nineteen 


years before, in the ftage-coach, with a 


lady, her huſband, and a female child; that 


the gentleman appeared in the laſt ſtage of 
a conſumption, and that within five miles 
of London they had been robbed by high- 
waymen, as Mrs. Clarke had informed him. 
He then continued — When we arrived 
at the inn in London, the ſick gentleman 
appeared fo exceſſively overcome with the 
fatigue he had endured, that I adviſed him 
to retire to bed as ſoon as poſſible: he 
ſeemed inclined to follow my advice, and I 
ſoon after left him. Having ſome buſineſs 
to tranſact in that part of the town the 
next day, I took the opportunity of calling 
at the inn, and enquiring after the poor 


invalid, when I was informed that he con- 
tinued there but a few hours after I left 


bim, for on feeling himſelf a little revived, 
one of the houſehold heard him tell his 
wife, who ſat weeping by his fide, that he 
was determined to adjourn to the houfe 
of a friend, which was in Covent-Garden, 


where 
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where he doubted not but they ſhould meet 
with a moſt friendly reception.—* For,” 
he continued, as our late misfortunes have 
taken from me my laſt ſix-pence, I will 
incur no unneceſſary expence by continuing; 
at an inn, when I can be quite as well. 
accommodated elſewhere without contract- 
ing debts that require almoſt. immediate. 
payment,” 


„The landlord, on being informed of 


this, made him an offer 0: apartments in 
his houſe until he could write to his 
friends, or any thing beſides they might 
have occaſion for; but this the other re- 


fuſed to accept, and notwithſtanding the 
night was dark, and portended an approach- 


ing tempeſt, he ſet off about ten o'clock. 


in the evening towards his friend's reſi - 


dence. 
« The landlord had; on finding him de- 
termined to go, offered to procure. him a 


hackney-coach ;. but this he refuſed like- 
wile, obſerving that. the diſtance he had to 


go was ſo trifling, that five minutes“ walk 


I. 5. wauld. 
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would conduct him to his friend's houfe. 
The landlord then ſuffered him, with his 
wife and child, to depart ; but fearing he 
was not ſo well as he endeavoured to appear, 


deſired one of his waiters to follow them at 


a diſtance, and if, ere he arrived at the 
houſe he ſought, he appeared in want of 
aſſiſtance, to run back and inform him, 
when he would haſten to his relief, and 
reconduct him to his houſe. | 

„The man did as he was ordered; he 
followed him into Covent-Garden, when he 
obſerved him ſo much overcome by his 
walk, that his wife, unable to ſupport him, 
was neceſſitated to ſeat him upon the ſteps 
that led to the door of one of the houſes 
they were paſſing. A heavy ſhower of hail 


and rain deſcended from the overcharged 


clouds as the man hurried back to acquaint 
his maſter of what he had beheld, who 
ſet out, notwithſtanding the inclemency 
of the weather, immediately to reſcue 
him. The object he ſought, however, was 
gone ere he arrived ; but he learned from a 


watchman, 
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watchman, whom he interrogated on the 
ſubject, that a perſon, who had been found 
lying on the pavement, with his wife and 
child, had been taken up by a gentleman in 


a hackney-coach, who ſeemed diſpoſed to 


render them every poſſible aſſiſtance; but 


who he was, or to what place he had taken 


them, he could give him no information. 


« The next day, but a ſhort time ere I. 
called at the inn to make enquiries about 


them, the landlord was informed' by a Mr. 
Andrews, a ſurgeon, that they had been 
taken to the houſe of a Mr. Radmill, in 
Street, and that the poor invalid and 


his wife, notwithſtanding every means had 


been taken for their preſervation, had ex- 
pired during the night; but that their in- 
tant was living, and would be well provided 
for by the humane perſon under whoſe care 
ſhe then was. 

On my return to Portſmouth I en- 
deavoured to learn fome further account 
of Mr. Romley from Mrs. Clarke, but 


could procure no ſatisfactory information 
1 6 | whereby. 
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whereby I could gain any knowledge of his 
family, as I conceived it my duty to apprize 
them of the melancholy event. I left Mrs. 
Clarke without acquainting ber of my mo- 


tive for making the enquiry reſpecting them; 
and until this day have never ſince heard 


their names mentioned by any one, except- 


ing when I learned, about ſeven years ago, 
on my addrefling a letter to Mr. Andrews 


for the purpoſe, that their offspring was ſtill 
living, and with Mr. Radmill, who was as 


much in the dark reſpecting her parents: as 
myſelf, —— 


Mr. Stampford now took his leave of 


Mr. 'Temple, and the next day arrived 1n 
London, and embraced the firſt opportunity 
of relating to Northcote and Radmill 
the ſucceſs of his journey. 


Mr. Andrews they now ſent for, who ac- 
knowledged that he had informed the land- 
lord of the inn what Mr. Temple had men- 
tioned to Mr. Stampford, and likewiſe 
| anſwering 
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anſwering the letter he had received from 
him about ſeven years ago. It was now 
evidently proved beyond a doubt, though 
they had long ſince been convinced of it 
in their o.]n minds, that Mary-Jane was the 
daughter of Lieutenant Barville, and the 
grand - daughter of the late Sir Benjamin 
Barville and Mr. Northcote. 


Mr. Andrews left them ere Mary-Jane 
returned, who, with Mrs. Mowbray, was 
gone out in the carriage, the latter having 
deſignedly taken her away, that Mr; Stamp- 
ford might have an opportunity of declaring 
the reſult of his journey to Portſmouth. 
She now joined them, when they ſtrove to 
overcome thoſe emotions Mr. Stamptord's 
narrative had excited, and met her as uſual, 
with a ſmile of pleaſure, which her pre- 
ſence never failed to inſpire, _ 


THE 
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THE CONCLUSION. 


A FEW weeks more had ſcarcely paſſed 
joyoully away, when Henry and Mary-Jane 
were united in the indiſſoluble bonds of 
matrimony. Northcote, on the day of their 
marriage, preſented Mary-Jane with twenty 
thouſand pounds, and the like ſum was be- 
ſtowed by Radmill upon Henry. Sir 
Watkin Beverly, Eliza, Stampford, and. 
Plagiary were preſent at the nuptials. 
Northcote danced for joy, and Radmill was 
equally elated; the troubles they had paſſed 


gave an additional zeſt to that hilarity which 
prevailed among them. 


About 


About three months from this, Henry 


and his bride, Northcote and Mrs. Mow- 
| bray, with Radmill and Stampford, made 
their promiſed viſit to Lady Barville, and 
continued with her for fome weeks, when 
Stampford became ſo enamoured with her, 


that a twelvemonth after this introduction 


he led her to the altar of Hymen; and the 
many bliſs-fraught years Lady Barville en- 
joyed with her ſecond choice, made her 


ample ' amends for the ſufferings ſhe had 


endured with her firſt, 


Stampford poſſeſſed a fortune of one 
hundred thouſand pounds; and as Provi- 
dence did not bleſs him with any children 


of his own, he made his will in favour of 
his children-1n-law, They grew up under 


his. paternal protection and regard, to be a 
comfort to his old age, and objects of ſin- 
cere eulogium to all who knew them. 


Eliza happening to meet Mr. Goodwm 


at | her amiable friend 8, it led to a more 


5 


3 intimate 


| 
| 
1 
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intimate acquaintance; in fine, they ſaw, 


and loved each other. 


N Henr Y , who, fince Goodwin's liberal con- 
duct towards him when under an arreſt at 
the ſuit of Mr. Sackworth, had ranked him 


among the foremoſt of his friends, was ex- 


tremely pleaſed at his choice; and as Mr. 
Goodwin's character, fortune, and family 


were unexceptionable, Sir Watkin with 


real ſatisfaction gave him his daughter, but 
on this condition, that his daughter, ſhould, 


ſtill continue under the ſame roof with him- 
ſelf, as without her he' ſhould. be miſerable. 
To this Goodwin cheerfully aſſented, and: 
few could boaſt of more real happineſs than. 
Sir Watkin for the remainder of his days ;. 
nor could he be otherwiſe, when each new 


day evinced to him that his children became 
more attached to each other. 


The only incidents that ever occurred 
to diſtreſs him, were the continual diſputes 
between 
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between Mrs. Baracombe and her huſ- 


band, which ſhe never failed to make 
known to her father. Mrs. Barncombe, 
now Mary-Jane was known as the grand- 
daughter of the late Sir Beem Bar- 
ville, and heireſs of the rich Mr. North- 
cote, would deign to mention her among 
the liſt of her friends; though her diſlike to 
the dryſalter ſtill exiſted, whoſe honeſt 
countenance, whenever they met, ſuffici- 
ently proved that ſhe was in nowiſe a 
favourite of his. 


The poor penitent, who had happily led 
to a diſcovery of Mary-Jane's birth, ex- 
pired ſoon after her arrival in London from 


Brighton. Northcote, ere ſhe died, pro- 


nounced her forgiveneſs, and hoped that 


God, whom ſhe had ſo juſtly offended, 
would forgive her allo. 


Mr. Nugent had the remains of his ſon 
removed from Barville Caſtle, and interred. 
in the family vault; time alleviated his 


grief, 
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grief, and reſtored him to tranquillity and 
reſignation. 


The infamous Rowland, though he 
eſcaped the puniſhment he merited by im- 


peaching his maſter, yet becoming an object | 


of public deteſtation, as the only means left 
him to obtain a ſuſtenance, took to the 
road, where he continued but a ſhort time; 
for on being apprehended for a robbery, he 
was tried, condemned, and executed. 


Dunſtan, who had rendered ſuch eſſen- 
tial ſervice to Mary-Jane when he con- 


veyed her to Mrs. Melworth's, and his wife 


Martha, were well provided for by Radmill; 
nor was the humane Mrs. Shipley forgotten. 


* 


upon to quit her retirement, and to reſide 
with her and Henry; and in the attention 
and reſpect ſhe paid to her, ſupplied the 
Place of that daughter ſhe had loſt, and 
reconciled her to her fate. 


Mrs. 


Mrs. Melworth Mary-Jane prevailed 
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Mrs. Sourby, whoſe laſt guinea was loſt 
at the eaming-table, except what remained 
to her from the ſale of her houſe, which, 
had ſhe been juſt to Henry, muſt have gone 
likewiſe, became, though too late, ſenſible 
of her error ;—the trifle, therefore, ſhe ſtill 
held, ſhe ſunk in the Life Office, and retired 
into a remote part of Cumberland, where 
ſhe ſoon after breathed her laſt ſigh among 
ftrangers, unknown and unlamented, 
| Radmill and Northcote for many years 
witneſſed the increafing happineſs of Henry 
and Mary-Jane. Their latter days were un- 
clouded with ſorrow. Northcote daily re- 
turned thanks to Heaven for its goodneſs 
towards him and his, and bleſſed the hour 
when the friendleſs orphan was adopted by 
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BOOKS PRINTED AT THE MINERVA PRESS, 


THREE VOLUMES, 12MO, PRICE 108. 6d. SEWED. 


The hero of this tale, though apparently the ſon of a poor 


peaſant, diſcovers many ſhining qualities, recommends himſelf 


to ſplendid patronage, and ultimately finds parents high in the 


ſcale of rank and opulence. The characters are intereſting, if 


not original, and many of the ſentiments inculcate the ſoundeſt 
principles of moral utility, and are illuſtrated by an ingenuity 
and ſtrength of reatoning worthy of the grace and dignity of 
virtue, The contraſt ot diſpoſition, which is often exhibited 
in young. perſons of the ſame age, is well painted by the 
author of this Navel, a part of which reminds us of Mr. Day's 
Sandford and Merton, There are alſo ſome excellent thoughts 
on education in general, and on the particular ſubject of public 
ſchools and colleges. Upon the whole, if an intereſting ſtory, 


a moral tendency, and much uſeful delineation of character 


and manners can recommend a Novel, Melbourne deſerves the 
applauſe of criticiſm, | | 


Critical Review, September, 1799« 


WESTBROOK VILLAGE, 


IN TWO VOLUMES, 12MO, PRICE 78. SEWED. 


Ly 


A pleaſing ſtory, exhibiting ſeveral well-drawn characters, 


and containing many judicious remarks on life and man- 


NETS. . 


London Review, November, 1799. 
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E L LIN O R, 
OR, 
THE WORLD AS IT IS, 
A NOVEL. 
: BY MARY ANN HANWAY. 
FOUR VOLUMES, 12MO. PRICE 188. SEWED, 


Second Edition. 


Contrary to the generality of modern Novels, the ſtory of 
Ellinor becomes more intereſting as it proceeds; and the ſen- 
tence paſſed upon Sir Fretful's dramatical exertion in the critic 
will not apply here. This performance certainly does not 
want incident: the narrative is neat and ſimple; and the 
whole makes an agreeable publication. 


Britiſh Critic, January, 1799. 
200 at 1 N 1 | 


Several of the ſcenes of this Novel difplay an intimate 
acquaintance With life, and the habits of what is called ie 
fociety. Some of the characters are fketched with ſpirits 
particularly that of Lady John Dareall, an intrepid cham- 
pion for female rights, a bold contemner of vice and folly, and 
a dignified example of principles, 

& Beyond the fix'd and ſettled rules 
6 Of vice and virtue in the ſchools.“ 


Analytical Review, April 1798. 


Ellinor is a deſerted child, whoſe parents are not diſcovered 
till the web of her ſtory is nearly completed, and the whole 
ready to be diſplayed as a well- finiſhed piece, compact in all 
its parts, and ornamented with many beautiſul Bowers of wit 
and fancy, Sound judgment, ſolid reaſoning, and a know» 
tedge of the world, form the baſis of the fabrick. 

* Europeun Magazine, June 1798. 
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Books PRINTED AT THE MINERVA PRESS» 


THE MYSTERY OF THE BLACK TOWER, 


By Fohn Palmer, 


Two VOLUMES, 12MO. PRICE 6s. SEWED, 
5 + * 0 
It appears eſſential to romance, that the feene it deſcribes 
ſhould either be remote from the times in which we live, or 


the people with whom we converſe. The firſt of thele rules 


has been obeyed by Mr. Palmer, and he has thrown his 
ſcenery back into the reign of Edward the Third--an æra 
of chivalry and warlike enterpriſe perfectly favourable to 
his deſign. His conception of the ſirbje& is, in other re- 
ſpects, ſufficiently juſt ; and by the introduction of a facetious 

elch Squire, he has enlivened the folemnity of his graver 
frenes with occaſional flaſhes of humour. - pl 

The romance is Certainly executed with ability, and dif. 


covers ſuch talents for that ſpecies of compoſition, as may be 


ſaid to merit the protection of the public. 
| Britiſh Critic, October 1797. 


* 


1 
THE HERMIT OF CAUCASUS. 
TWO VOLUMES, 120 PRICE 6s. SEWEDa 


The name of Mr. Moſer has the very reſpe&able praiſe - 
of being prefixed to productions which have the aiin of 


giving © ardour to truth, and. confidence to virtue.“ The 


oriental tales which compoſe theſe volumes are free from any 
dilguſting extravagance of fiction; the Author having 
avowedly employed ſupernatural agency agreeably ta the 
prudent reſtriction of Horace 
| Nee Deus interſit, niſi dignus vindice nodus.“ 

We recommend theſe tales as containing a ſeries of uſeful 
leflons, which tend to inculcate a firm reliance on the 
wildom and benevolence of. a.ſuperintending Providence. 


Critical Review, February 1799. 
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"PLAIN SENSE, 


THREE VOLUMES, 12MO, PRICE 98. SEWED, 
Third Edition, 


A few ſele& books of this kind may be read with great 
advantage, provided that ſuch reading be not made a daily or 
ſeriovs occupation: with this reſtriction, we recommend very 
cordially ſuch volumes as tueſe we are conſidering. A ſto 
more intereſting and affecting, or better told than this, has 
ſeldom come under our examination. Auſtere as critics 
are imagined to be, they are not inſenſible to the charms of 
ſuch a heroine as Ellen Mordaunt. Parents may not only, with 
fafety, put theſe volumes into the hands of their children, b 
may even peruſe them with advantage themſelves. 


_ Britiſh Critic, December 1796. 


2 


DISOBEDIENCR. 
By the fame Author. 
YOUR VOLUMES, 12MO, PRICE 12s. wb. 


The curioſity of the reader of Novels will naturally expect 
tonſiderable gratification from any production by the author 
of Plain Senſe. In the peruſal of thefe volumes, that curio- 
fity will not be diſ-ppointed.—Amongft the characters, 
that of Farmer Humphrey, the father of William, illuſtrates 
a melancholy truth, that it is not only in genteel and ſplendid 
life that the happineſs of children is frequently facrificed to 
tle avarice and ambitlan of parents, 


Critical Review, February 1799+ 
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